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UPCOMING DATES 
 

      

     THIS WEEK:   

Tuesday l February 21 
         9:00am  Staff Meeting 
 
          
Wednesday l February 22  
               10:00am  Bible Study 

           7:00pm   Ash Wednesday Service 
 
 
 
 

Thursday l February 23 
          7:00pm  Session Meeting    
 
      
       
     NEXT WEEK: 
 
Sunday l February 26 
           9:00am   Adult Forum:  
                 Meeting Jesus at the Table
            10:30am  Worship 
           11:30am  Lighthouse Kids 
 
 
 Monday l February 27 
         6:30pm   PNC Meeting 
 
 
Wednesday l March 1 
         10:00am  Bible Study 
         6:00pm   Lenten Supper 
         6:30pm   Lenten Service 
 
 
Thursday l March 2 
         1:00pm   Prayer Shawl   
        
        

The season of Lent has arrived.  Lent is a time to make more room for 
God in our lives, making space for the Lord to work more directly in our 
lives. It’s often a time for fasting and prayer, a time of  
increased devotion through Bible study, worship, and good works. 
 

This year, we are offering a number of ways you can increase your time 
with God, to experience God’s presence, to open yourself up to seeing 
God at work in your life and in this congregation. 
 

Ash Wednesday Service – 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary – It is a time to 
remember our mortality and to acknowledge our actions that 
hurt others.  It is a time when we focus on turning toward  

 Jesus and his way of loving, of living.  It is a time to receive 
God’s mercy and grace and a time to be forgiven. 

 2023 Lenten Devotions Inward Work for Outward Living written by 
Teri McDowell Ott will be emailed each week to our email list.  
If you want this and currently are not on the Pulse email list, 
please contact Rebecca in the office (firstpresbymc@gmail.com 
or call 424-4273).  A hard copy will be available each week for 
those who do not wish an email copy.  You will need to pick it 
up at the church.  This is a study that involves meditation,  

 contemplation, centering, prayer or examine.  These disciplines 
provide interior work that allow for us to slow and listen for 
the still small voice of God. 

Meeting Jesus at the Table – Adult Forum will be discussing this 
book during the 9 a.m. hour on Sundays.  

 Elizabeth Caldwell, Professor Emerita of Pastoral Theology, 
McCormick Seminary says this, “For what are you hungry this 
Lenten season?  With passionate words and evocative  

 illustrations, this study invites you to move through this Lenten 
season by engaging familiar table stories from the Gospels.”  
Come and participate in the fellowship and  

 discussion. 
Lenten Soup Suppers and Service – Beginning March 1 at 
  6 p.m., we will gather together and share a meal before our 

Lenten Prayer Service.  The services will focus on ways to  
 follow Jesus.  There will be times of contemplation, 
  prayer, music, and message.  The service part will begin at 

6:30 or soon after. 
  Again, as Barbara Brown Taylor writes,  
   “Enter the cloud of  unknowing and listen for whatever it is that  
     God has to say to you.  Tent or no tent, this is your chance to  
     encounter God's contagious glory, so that a little of that 
     shining rubs off on you.” 
  

 I hope you will join us. 
 

Blessings, 
Beth 
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Bible Study Readings   
      Upcoming Readings:   

       

       
    February 26  

     Genesis 2:15—17;3:1—7, Psalm 32 
       Romans 5:12—19, 4:1-11 
 
         March 5 
      Genesis 12:1—4a, Psalm 121 

    Romans 4:1—5, 13—17: John 3:1—17 

February Birthdays: 

24 Carter Long 

29 Mary Davenport 

Please Keep the Following  
People in Your Prayers: 

            
 Sarah Bouska and family on the unexpected death of her hus-

band Duane. Both Sarah and Duane were long time teachers at 

Mason City High School. 

 John Kipp, brother of Laureen Jellema had open heart  

  surgery January 3 

 Lori Diehl sister of Teri Elsbury recovering from surgery for 

cancer and will undergo radiation 

 Ashley Harmon, Granddaughter of Shirley Harmon has been 

diagnosed with Huntington’s 

 Don Smith treatment for cancer 

 Jayne Schafer Dean diagnosed with cancer daughter-in-law of 

Shirley Dean  

 1133rd National Guard Unit deployed to Poland 

 Elaine Smith, sister-in-law to Doris Smith 

 Dan Nonnweiler, Scott Little’s father in law 

 Kay Sloan 

 Ann MacGregor 

 Shirley Dean 

 Peace and an end to the war in Ukraine 

 Turkey and Syria as they cope with the earthquake devastation 

 The victims, families, and communities suffering from gun  

FOLLOWING ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  
 

Wednesday, February 22 @ 7:00pm 
 

All kids and families are invited to join us 
after worship as we head over to  
McDonalds for some ice cream.  

We’ll talk about the Season of Lent and how 
we can 

 grow in our faith through prayer, fasting 
and service.  



 

 

Prayer Shawl 
 

We will be meeting Thursday, March 2 

At 1:00pm 

in the Friendship Room  

 all are welcome to come knit with us! 

 Coffee & Conversation 
 

Tuesday, March 7 
From 10:00am — 11:30am 

In the Friendship Room. 
Everyone is welcome to come join us for snacks and some 

good Coffee & Conversation! 

Just a reminder…the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Black History 

Month celebration is Monday, February 27 at 5:30 at 

First Congregational UCC Church, 100 1st St. NE in  

Mason City. Following a short program, there will be a soup supper. 

Everyone is welcome! If you would be 

 willing to make soup or bars, please contact Teri Elsbury via 

email tsretz@gmail.com, phone or text 641-420-3551.   

We would like to Thank all the Volunteers who helped in  
February at the Community Kitchen: 

 
 Jill Thoreson, Linda Little, Carol Meindl,  

Judy Dunker 
 

If anyone has interest in working at the Kitchen please  
 

contact Judy Dunker or Jill Thoreson. 
 

Thank You, 
                        Judy Dunker 

I have donated 3 photo albums to the church full of 20+ years 
of pictures for all to enjoy.  They are red, yellow and blue  
photo books and located on the shelves in the Friendship 

Room.  
If you have other pictures to add, please do so.  There is room 

on each page to put names of those in the  
photos.  I’d like you all to help label these names, years and 

whatever you remember. 
  

Enjoy! These now belong to the  
First Presbyterian Church 

Jean Laudner  

Mr. Rogers’ Lenten Lessons | Lighthouse Kids  
Preschool - 6th Grade |  

Sundays @ 11:30am 

 

We’re going to spend this  

Lenten season exploring  

Mr. Rogers songs and  

poems. We’ll reflect on our feelings 

and relationships with the neighbors 

around  us. 

So take the trolley after worship down to the  

Fellowship Hall and join us for the next 5 weeks of fun and 

music. 
Confirmation - Interactive Lenten Station 

 

 

Throughout Lent, our Confirmands will be creating  

several stations for our church members to interact with.  

The stations will focus on Prayer, Fasting and Service and will 

invite us to take a few moments to reflect and center.  

So be sure to keep your eyes open for chances to check out 

what the students are up to in the upcoming weeks. 

mailto:tsretz@gmail.com

