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“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me.” Matthew 10:40
At our gathering with Rev. Dr. Loren and Becky Shellabarger on
Saturday, we discussed, how one of our strengths here at First Presbyterian Church is the gift of welcome. For many years, we have worked on this
as a congregation. And we can always improve and do better.
We do a great job welcoming someone when they come in the doors. Hey,
we are nice people! We visit. We smile. We extend a greeting. We try to
make them feel welcome here.
We could improve on welcoming those who haven’t made it through our
doors yet. We need to extend an invitation to come with us. Not in an
overbearing kind of way yet if you don’t invite, how do you know if they
really want to come but are just hesitant to try? Come just as you are, a
child of God. ALL are welcome!
Another group that needs a bit of attention is the group of people who, like
Loren during the children’s time, hangs back because they don’t know
what they should do so it is easier to watch from the sidelines. We need to
at least ask if they want to come with us to serve a meal at Community
Kitchen or come to Coffee and Conversation or ask their thoughts on
whatever it is you are working on. Encourage and welcome can go a long
way for making all of us feel like we are a part of something important
here.
And part of welcome is also noticing when someone hasn’t been around
for a while. I know it can be difficult to see those who aren’t here each
Sunday. We focus on who is in front of us, who is present. We all need to
get better about recognizing those who haven’t been here for a while.
To help with this last one, we will once again be utilizing our Friendship
Pads in the pews. A wonderful tool to allow you to know who you are
sitting with in worship and it takes just a few seconds to complete and
pass down the row.
And yes, wear your nametag! The Deacons have been working to get the
nametags updated and refreshed. Please get in the habit of wearing yours!
If you cannot find one with your name on it, please let Rebecca in the
office know.
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UPCOMING DATES
THIS WEEK:
Wednesday l October 12
5:30pm
7:00pm
7:00 pm

9:00am

10:30am

Adult Forum —
Stories of CreationFacilitator: Pam Little
Worship

NEXT WEEK :
Monday l October 17
10:00am

Special Needs
Endowment Meeting

9:00am

Staff Meeting

Tuesday l October 18

Wednesday l October 19
5:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

Hand Bells
Choir
Confirmation

Thursday l October 20
Deacons Meeting

Sunday l October 23
9:00am

Blessings,
Beth

Hand Bells
Choir
Confirmation

Sunday l October 16

7:00pm
Being a welcoming congregation is wonderful AND it requires all of us to
be intentional about welcoming the others in our midst. It isn’t a “one and
done” kind of thing. It is on-going. It is continual. It is a gift we all must
utilize! It costs very little and it is a great way to share God’s
love and joy!
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` 10:30am

Adult Forum—
A Passion for Christ: Paul
Facilitator: Carol Meindl
Worship
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Please Keep the Following People
in Your Prayers:
+ Friends and Family of Joan Bantz
+ Donna Henry in Hospital from fall, mother of John Henry
+Virginia Balmer who has been in Mercy Hospital.
+ Family and Friends of Tom Waggoner who passed
away September 20.
+ Dan Nonnweiler, Scott Little’s father in law
+ Jim McCarthy diagnosed with cancer, brother of
Tammy Hertzel
+ Family and Friends of Fred Wendt who passed away
Saturday September 24.
+ Bob Snyder
+ The Winter Family
+ Ann MacGregor
+ Shirley Dean
+ Kay Sloan
+ The people of Ukraine and for peace
+ The victims, families, and communities suffering from
gun violence
LIVING THE QUESTIONS:
Sundays @ 9am ~ The Meeting Place

October 16: Stories of Creation
Facilitator: Pam Little
October 23: A Passion for Christ: Paul
Facilitator: Carol Meindl
October 30: Out into the World:
Challenges Facing Progressive Churches
Facilitator: Betsy Gross

October Birthdays
October 4 —
October 7 —
October 9 —
October 11—
October 15—
October 16 —
October 17 —
October 19—

Paul Hertzel
Diane Trimble
Rebecca White
Laura Little
Heather Hertzel
Lisa Mayberry
Kyra Shirk
Amy Mahaffey

Bible Study Readings
October 16
Genesis 32:22—31, Psalm 121
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5, Luke 18:1—8
October 23
Jeremiah 14:7—10, 19—22, Psalm 84:1—7
2 Timothy 4:6—8, 16—18, Luke 18:9—14

Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord!
It’s not too late to join the bell choir or sanctuary choir!
We had great
rehearsals last week and look
forward to presenting our music in
worship.
If you are interested, please contact me at
kim.reisinger1@gmail.com
or on my cell 319-404-2474.
Hand Bell Rehearsal - Wednesday @ 5:30pm
Choir Rehearsal - @ 7:00pm
Our Thanks to the following people
for Volunteering time at the
Community Kitchen in August, September
and October:
Adrianna Attleson
Jill Thoreson
Bruce Trimble
Linda Little
Judy Dunker
Jackie Wendt
Becky Smith
The Kitchen is once again serving meals inside, in
addition to the carry out service. Therefore, there is a
need for 3 workers on each shift, as opposed to the
workers we have been using. We have a few new
names on our Volunteer list, but more are needed.
Please contact:
Jill at 641-424-3238 or Judy at 641-424-6409
If anyone would be willing to volunteer.
Shifts are: 9:00am to 12 (noon)
4:00pm to 6:00pm

Lighthouse Kids | Preschool - 4th grade
Sundays @ 11:30am
Join us after worship and come share, explore, create
and learn about how to shine God’s love in the world.
Each week we’ll hear another story from scripture and
then we’ll dive into it together. Parents are welcome to
hang out, chat and have some coffee while we learn
and grow together.

