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A Message from Beth
In the desk in my office at the church, there are old picture
directories. The oldest one is from 1986. Let me be clear, that
was 36 years ago even though it feels like only a few years.
When I compare it to the one from 2016, my we have
changed. For one thing, we had well over 500 members.
Looking at these books is a reminder of all the saints who
have gone before us and of the saints still here in our midst.
So many people that I remember from my childhood. My
family joined this church in 1965. Oops! I may have just aged
myself.
Worship, children, music, smiles, and laughter have been a
constant in this congregation. It warms my heart to know that.
God is a constant. Through faithful studies, Sunday School,
confirmation, and worship, God is here with us every step of
the way. We have a great heritage. We have so many
possibilities for our future.
On October 8, at 9 a.m., we will join together as a church
family to discuss our future and where we might be going.
Rev. Dr. Loren and Becky Shellabarger will lead us through a
conversation about our potential, direction, and the future of
First Presbyterian Church. This is an important event and all
are
encouraged to attend. And yes, there will be lunch!
I love these words from the hymn “I Sing a Song of The Saints
of God”:
I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true,
Who toiled and fought and lived and died for the Lord they
loved and knew.
And one was a doctor and one was a queen, and one was a
shepherdess on the green;
They were all of them saints of God, and I mean, God helping,
to be one too.
With God’s help and the energy, intelligence, imagination
and love of our church family, we will continue to gather as
children of God, grow in faith, hope, and love, and go out to
make Christ known to our community, large and small.
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UPCOMING DATES
THIS WEEK:
Wednesday l September 28
5:30pm Handbells Rehearseal
7:00pm Choir and
Connect Youth Group
Friday l September 30
8:00am — 4:00pm Rummage Sale

Saturday l October 1
8:00am— 12 noon Rummage Sale
Sunday l October 2
Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank Sunday
9:00am Adult Forum
10:30am Worship
NEXT WEEK :
Tuesday l October 4
9:00am Staff Meeting

Wednesday l October 5

7:00pm Confirmation
No Handbells or Choir
Saturday l October 8
9:00am Final Mission Study
Congregation and Conversation and Lunch.

Blessings,
Beth
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Forest Walk Consulting Invites YOU!
ALL members and friends of First Presbyterian Church of
Mason City are invited and encouraged to attend a workshop
on Saturday, October 8 @ 9:00am.
The purpose of this workshop is to gather the final information

Rockwell St Peter Lutheran Church Fall Festival
Saturday, October 15th - 9:00 – 3:00
St Peter Lutheran Church Parish Hall
St Peter Lutheran Church women are sponsoring a Fall
Festival on October 15th. There will be vendors, bake
sale, silent auction, and lunch 11:00-1:00 (dine in/carry
out). You are invited to join in the fun and fellowship!

from you for your ongoing church mission study.
Many of you have already participated in conversations about
the history and current status of your church.
Now, it's time to discuss the future! Please join your church
family as Loren and Becky Shellabarger lead us in
conversation about our potential, direction and future.
As added incentive, lunch will be provided
at the conclusion of the meeting!

Save the Date
WHAT: Church - Wide Rummage Sale

Please Keep the Following People
in Your Prayers:
+ Donna Henry in Hospital from fall, mother of John Henry
+Virginia Balmer who has been in Mercy Hospital.
+ Family and Friends of Tom Waggoner who passed
away September 20.
+ Dan Nonnweiler, Scott Little’s father in law
+ Jim McCarthy diagnosed with cancer, brother of
Tammy Hertzel
+ Family and Friends of Fred Wendt who passed away
Saturday September 24.
+ Bob Snyder
+ The Winter Family
+ Ann MacGregor
+ Shirley Dean
+ Kay Sloan
+ The people of Ukraine and for peace
+ The victims, families, and communities suffering from
gun violence

WHEN: Friday, September 30, 8:00 am—4 pm
Saturday, October 1, 8:00 am—12 pm
WHAT TO BRING: CLOTHING AND HOUSEHOLD
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.
Please box or bag clothing
separately from other items.
WHAT NOT TO BRING: Furniture, Electronics,
Appliances
Bring your items by September 18, and place them
downstairs in the music office .
There will be a poster in the Narthex where you can
sign up if you would like to volunteer to help.
Proceeds will benefit Mission Projects.

Bible Study Readings
Jumping for Joy
Life has its ups and downs! You are invited to enjoy both ups and
downs on my safety-netted backyard trampoline before it comes down
for the winter. It is robustly used by my grandchildren, but they aren't
here very often. Give me a call to arrange a time.
Yvonne Addis 641-424-2317

October 2
Habakkuk 1:1—4; 2:1—4, Psalm 37:1—
9
2 Timothy 1:1—14, Luke 17:5—10
October 9
2 Kings 5:1—3, 7—15c, Psalm 111
2 Timothy 2:8—15, Luke 17:11—9

September Birthdays
September 27 — Lindsey Swartwood
September 29 — Parker Holland–Dunn, Skyler Lee
September 30 — Denna Hill

October Birthdays
October 4 —
October 7 —
October 9 —
October 11—
October 15—
October 16 —
October 17 —
October 19—

Paul Hertzel
Diane Trimble
Rebecca White
Laura Little
Heather Hertzel
Lisa Mayberry
Kyra Shirk
Amy Mahaffey

Lighthouse Kids | Preschool - 4th grade
Sundays @ 11:30am
Join us after worship and come share, explore, create and
learn about how to shine God’s love in the world.
Each week we’ll hear another story from scripture and
then we’ll dive into it together. Parents are welcome to
hang out, chat and have some coffee while we learn and
grow together.
10/2 - Abraham &
Sarah's Visitors

Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord!
It’s not too late to join the bell choir or
sanctuary choir! We had great
rehearsals last week and look
forward to presenting our music in
worship.

CONNECT Youth Group | 5th-12th grade
Wednesday, September 28 @ 7:00pm
This month’s Scary, Gross, and Weird story from the
Bible is “The Sky is Falling!”

If you are interested, please contact me
at
kim.reisinger1@gmail.com
or on my cell 319-404-2474.
Hand Bell Rehearsal - Wednesday @ 5:30pm
Choir Rehearsal - @ 7:00pm

We’ll hear all about the plagues
God sent to Egypt
and learn how we can trust God
even in the midst of
huge obstacles.

Good Reads
Have you ever wished you had someone to
talk to after reading a good book?
We’ll we’ve created some space on the
bookshelves in the Friendship Room to
highlight some “Good Reads”. These are
books our church members have read
recently that they’d like to share with us.

LIVING THE QUESTIONS: THE WISDOM OF PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANTITY
Sundays @ 9am ~ The Meeting Place
October 2: Thinking Thoughtfully - Facilitator, Paula Warren
October 9: Stones of Creation

There is no cost, just TAKE A BOOK and
when you’re finished RETURN IT.
Then contact the person who recommended
it and share your thoughts.

