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FALL PROGRAMMING IS BACK!
Lighthouse Kids, Connect Youth Group, Confirmation, Adult Forum, Choir and Hand Bell Rehearsals

CHURCH-WIDE RUMMAGE SALE
Friday, September 30 (8:00 am—4:00pm) | Saturday, October 1 (8:00am—Noon)

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven” Ecclesiastes 3:1
A time for everything. It seems that 2022 is a time for change. So much change going on in life right now. Our
congregation is going through so many changes with the retirement of our pastor, music director, accompanist,
secretary, and now our Director of Youth and Family Ministry. Our world is going through so many changes with the
effects of climate change, wars, and new leaders. There is now a tremendous change with a King of England. Change
happens whether we want it to or not.
We humans do not always go willingly into change. There is fear. We don’t know what is happening. It isn’t
comfortable. And maybe worst of all, when change happens, we have to adjust and change with it.
And yet, what if everything always stayed the same? How boring would that be? With all the changes we are going
through, maybe a little boring would be nice. No change means consistency. No change means we know what to
expect. No change also means no growth.
As I watch our 3 grandsons grow, I am acutely aware that growing is painful. Sleep schedules get out of whack,
eating changes, there are more tears. Growing is tough work.
We could look at this time of transition as a time of change which is scary and unknown or we could look at it as a
time to grow. Growing means learning new things, trying new things, experiencing new things. And we hope that
there are opportunities for all of us to grow through our education programs, opportunities for leadership, and
becoming involved in areas others have previously led.
It is my prayer for First Presbyterian Church and its members to go on this adventure of growing together. Look for
new possibilities. Try something different. We are all in this together and together is how we can grow and evolve
into what God is calling us to be. May it be so.
Blessings
Beth

www.fpc-mc.com | 100 South Pierce Avenue, Mason City, IA | (641) 424-4273 | firstpresbymc@gmail.com

UPCOMING DATES
THIS WEEK:
Tuesday l September 13
4:30pm— Mission Ministry Team
6:30pm —Nominating Committee
Wednesday l September 14
2:00pm— Special Needs Endowment Meeting
5:30pm— Hanbells
6—8pm— Mason City Pride
7:00pm— Choir
7:00pm— Confirmation
Thursday l September 15
7:00pm — Deacons Meeting
11;00am— Penny Anderson Service
NEXT WEEK :
Monday l September 19
Noon— Session Reports Due
Tuesday l September 20
10:00am—Staff Meeting
Wednesday l September 21
11:30pm-3:00pm—PEO Chapter GN
5:30pm— Handbells
7:00pm— Choir
7:00pm— Connect Youth Group
Thursday l September 22
7:00pm— Session Meeting

Please Keep the Following People
in Your Prayers:
+ Dan Nonnweiler, Scott Little’s father in law
+ Jim McCarthy diagnosed with cancer, brother of
Tammy Hertzel
+ Fred Wendt, under Hospice Care
+ Bob Snyder
+ The Winter Family
+ Ann MacGregor
+ Shirley Dean
+ Kay Sloan
+ The people of Ukraine and for peace
+ The victims, families, and communities suffering
from gun violence

Mark Your Calendars
ALL members and friends of First Presbyterian Church of
Mason City are invited and encouraged to attend a
workshop on Saturday, October 8, at 9:00 am.
The purpose of this workshop is to gather the final
information from you for your ongoing church mission
study. Many of you have already participated in
conversations about the history and current status of
your church. Now, it's time to discuss the future!
Please join your church family as Loren and Becky
Shellabarger lead us in conversation about our potential,
direction and future. As added incentive, lunch will be
provided at the conclusion of the meeting!
The Session met August 25, 2022 in a Stated Meeting
moderated by Pastor John Kerr.
Formal actions included:
1) Approved the Fall Rummage Sale as a fundraising
project, scheduled for Sept. 30 to Oct 1, 2022, with
proceeds to benefit local mission and/or disaster
relief projects.
2) Approved designating Rebecca White,
Administrative Coordinator, as a signatory of the
church’s financial and investment accounts, and
removing Heidi Mechler as a signatory.
3) Approved the expenditure of $400 in
Undesignated Special Needs funds for the
purchase of new music for the choir and bell choir.
4) Ratified the temporary employment agreement
with Kim Reisinger for a combined position as ac
companist, choir director, bell choir director, and
director of music, for the months of September
through December 2022.
5) Heard an update on the plans for the Stewardship
Campaign.
David Little, Clerk of Session

Bible Study Readings
September 18
Amos 8:4—7, Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1—7, Luke 16:1—13
September 25
Amos 6:1a, 4—7, Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:6—19, Luke 16:19—31

A Note from Nate
As I wrap up my time working here at the church,
I feel the profound need to say THANK YOU!
Thank you for your time and efforts,
for your laughter and playfulness,
for your curiosity and wisdom
for your listening ears and comforting words
for your creativity and passion,
for your trust and commitment,
and most of all for your love and support.
You have all provided so much for me and my family
over these past 14 years, and my thankfulness exceeds
the words I have for all of you. I hope you have
enjoyed doing ministry together as much I have.
We’ve learned together, persevered through
challenges, and found new ways to serve and do
ministry together.
I know there are exciting days ahead for our church,
and I look forward to being a part of that with you.

Lighthouse Kids | Preschool - 4th grade
Sundays @ 11:30am
Join us after worship and come share, explore, create
and learn about how to shine God’s love in the world.
Each week we’ll hear another story from scripture and
then we’ll dive into it together. Parents are welcome
to hang out, chat and have some coffee while we
learn and grow together.
9/18 - Noah’s Ark
9/25 - Abram's Call
10/2 - Abraham &
Sarah's Visitors

Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord!
It’s not too late to join the bell choir
or sanctuary choir! We had great
rehearsals last week and look
forward to presenting our music in
worship.
If you are interested, please contact me at
kim.reisinger1@gmail.com
or on my cell 319-404-2474.

The Wisdom of Progressive Christianity
Sundays @ 9 am - The Meeting Place
September 18: An Invitation to Journey
Facilitator Yvonne Addis
September 25: Taking the Bible Seriously
Facilitator Betsy Gross
October 2: Stories of Creation
October 9: Lives of Jesus: Facilitator Ann Hanes

CONNECT Youth Group | 5th-12th grade
Wednesday, September 28 @ 7:00pm
This month’s Scary, Gross,
and Weird story from the
Bible is “The Sky is Falling!”
We’ll hear all about the
plagues God sent to Egypt
and learn how we can trust
God even in the midst of
huge obstacles.

Hand Bell Rehearsal - Wednesday @ 5:30pm
Choir Rehearsal - @ 7:00pm

Good Reads
Have you ever wished you had someone to talk to after
reading a good book?
We’ll we’ve created some space on
the bookshelves in the Friendship
Room to highlight some “Good
Reads”. These are books our church
members have read recently that
they’d like to share with us.
There is no cost, just TAKE A BOOK
and when you’re finished RETURN IT.
Then contact the person who
recommended it and share you
thoughts.

September Birthdays
September 2 — Julie Phillips
September 3 — Beth Ehlers
September 6 — Renee Davey, Laura Cerny
September 10— Ann Kuhlman
September 19 — Emerson Weitzel
September 22— Theo Swanson,Tim Swanson
September 23— Bob Elsbury, Scott Warren
September 24— Jerry Stephens,
September 25 — Mila Ruge
September 27 — Lindsey Swartwood
September 29 — Parker Holland–Dunn, Skyler Lee
September 30 — Denna Hill

Save the Date
WHAT: Church - Wide Rummage Sale
WHEN: Friday, September 30, 8:00 am—4 pm
Saturday, October 1, 8:00 am—12 pm
WHAT TO BRING: CLOTHING AND HOUSEHOLD
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.
Please box or bag clothing
separately from other items.
WHAT NOT TO BRING: Furniture, Electronics,
Appliances
Bring your items by September 18, and place
them downstairs in the music office .
There will be a poster in the Narthex where you can
sign up if you would like to volunteer to help.
Proceeds will benefit Mission Projects.

What Exactly is Per Capita?
As Presbyterians, we celebrate our connected nature,
that we are greater together than we are apart.
We support the work of the larger church with
offerings called ‘Per Capita’ named such because the
amount shared is calculated ‘per member.’
When we join the Presbyterian family, we are offering
our support to the work of the church. Per Capita pays
for Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly offices,
personnel, meetings, travel, training for clerks of
session, Presbytery volunteers, and missionaries.
These funds enable national searches for new pastors,
and large gatherings like Synod School and General
Assembly.
Here are some of the additional people and ministries
that benefit from our Per Capita dollars:
 Our pastor - As a member of the Presbytery, s/he
relies on Per Capita to employ support personnel
who care for their needs. How do we provide pastors to the pastors? Per Capita.
 Church camps - Camps offer children and adults a
connection to their spiritual side that often changes the course of their lives. Many go on to a lifetime of ministry.
 Mission trips and mission grants - Our combined
witness meets the needs of disaster victims as well
as local food pantries. Even more importantly,
when we engage with our fellow humans, we are
cultivating relationships that benefit everyone involved.
 Ecumenical relationships - Finding unity among
fellow Christians and other faiths helps to build
connections.
 Justice for all - Native American ministries, racial
and minority justice issues, equality for all, and
anti-bullying initiatives are supported by Per Capita
dollars.
Your pledge cards have a line indicating payment of
your Per Capita portion. First Presbyterian pays all unpaid Per Capita so we are asking you to take ownership
of this as individuals, keeping in mind that we are
blessed to be a part of God’s ministry.

Inquiring minds want to know…
Have you been seeing changes in and around the
church? After waiting for several months, many
contractors are now working on different projects
that the Building and Properties Ministry team
have been overseeing.
1. Four ash trees were taken down on the east side
of the church after the city advised us that they
were infected with ash borers.
2. We have hired MC Glass to replace 5 cracked
outer windows that are needed to protect the
sanctuary stained glass windows. There are two
rectangular brick bases that have been constructed on the front steps.
3. We are waiting for two stone caps that will hold
bronze light fixtures that will add improved
lighting to the steps.
4. The hand rail that has been missing from the front
steps has been re-welded and put back in place.
5. The light posts along the sidewalks have been
updated with bronze paint to match the new front
light fixtures.
6. The stone block planters have been dismantled
and replaced with orange/red brick pavers.
Beautiful flower pots will be placed on these areas
with new plants next spring.
7. Contractors have been busy rebuilding the
crumbling brick wall along the outside basement
stairs on the east side and masonry tuck pointers
have been repairing the cracked and broken
outside mortar.
8. Our committee will be using an aerial lift to
reattach fascia boards under the gutters.
Exterminators have advised us that gaps along
those boards could be a way for bats to enter the
church.
We are happy to see these projects move our
church to a renewed and safe condition.
Thank you for your support and prayers,
The Building and Properties Ministry Team

