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CREATIVE CLASS —  AUGUST 14 

MAKING CARDS WITH LISA AHRENS  
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS — AUGUST 21 
 

TEAM UP TAILGATE PARTY — AUGUST 28  
 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”   
Hebrews 13:16 
 

In just a few weeks, children and youth will be heading back to school.  It is amazing how at this stage 
of my life, I don’t always think about that.  There was a time for many of us that our lives revolved 
around the school calendar.  Do you remember?  Maybe you are still in the midst of children or  
grandchildren who are in school and that calendar is incredibly important so that you don’t miss  
activities. 
 
The church really isn’t too far from that.  We are approaching a new program year for the church.  And 
that makes all of us here on staff think about activities and classes and who will do what.  And this is 
where you play a huge part! 
 
On August 28, we will have a Team Up Tailgate.  Yes, it sounds fun and it will be fun!  Wear your  
favorite team shirt or jersey to worship that day.  Then, following worship, you can grab something to 
eat and take a few minutes to determine how you will be sharing your gifts.   
 
We will provide a list for you to check all the ways you wish to participate in the ministry of First  
Presbyterian Church!  You can share your gifts by singing in the choir.  You can share your gifts in  
serving as an usher and greeting people who come to worship.  You can share your gifts helping to 
serve a meal at a funeral.  You can share your gifts by committing to attend Adult Forum.  Maybe you 
can even suggest a kind of discussion group of which you would like to be a part.   
 
So, be thinking about how you will participate in the ministry of First Presbyterian Church this year.  
Fire up!  Get excited!  We are called to do ministry together!  Go Team! 
 

Blessings, 
Beth 



 

 

Please Keep the Following People 
in Your Prayers: 

 
 

+  Bob Jones and family    

+  Fred Wendt, under Hospice Care 

+  Bob Snyder 

 

+  The Winter Family 

+  Family and friends of Gene Kuehn who passed    

  away July 17 

+  Ann MacGregor 

+  Shirley Dean 

+  Kay Sloan 

+  The people of Ukraine and for peace 

+  The victims, families, and communities suffering 
  from gun violence 

During the time of transition we want you to know 
we’re here to support you in your times of need. 

 

If you have joys or concerns to 
share, you can contact the church 
office or reach out to an Elder or 
Deacon. If you’d like to share a 

prayer concern, you can contact the 
Prayer Chain (Sarah Kress, 641-424-5586).   

If you are in need of emergency pastoral care 
(hospitalizations, severe illness, or end of life care), 

please contact 
 

The Rev. Dixie Laube 
Eden Presbyterian Church, Rudd, IA 

Phone:  (612) 812-7942 

 

 
MONDAY - THURSDAY  

9:00AM - 1:00PM 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

THIS WEEK 
 

Monday | August 8 
Pulse Articles Due 
 

Tuesday  l August 9 
10:15 am—Staff Meeting 
2:00 pm—Mission Ministry Team 
 
Wednesday I August 10 
7:00 pm—CONNECT Youth Group - Ice Cream Hunt 
 

Sunday | August 14 
9:30 am—Adult Forum “Under the Trees” 
10:30 am—Worship with Communion 
11:30 am—Creative Class   
        Making cards with Lisa Ahrens 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 

Thursday| August 18 
7:00 pm—Deacons 
 

Sunday l August 21 
9:30 am—Adult Forum “Under the Trees” 
10:30 am—Worship - Blessing of the Backpacks 

Rehearsals Begin  September 7 
 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal—5:30 p.m.  
in the Friendship Room 

 

Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:00 p.m.  

in the choir loft 

A Regular Benchwarmer 
 

For a good portion of 2022,  
Kim Reisinger has been filling in 

as our accompanist.  The  
Worship and Music Ministry 

Team, in accordance with  
Session, has asked Kim to be our 
interim Music Director until we 

find the people to fill the roles.  Kim will be playing 
during worship, direct the adult choir, and direct the 

handbells, all beginning in September.  She is  
contracted to play at least three Sundays a month, 

hold appropriate rehearsals, and work with  
instrumentalists and soloists as necessary through  

December.  This will allow us to have some consistency 
and have additional music in worship.  Kim is already 
selecting music for the fall for the groups to practice.  
If you haven’t been a part of either choir but would 
love to share your gifts, please come!  If you are just 

looking to get back to singing or ringing, please come!   



 

 

Bible Study Readings 
 

August 14 
Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56 
 

August 21 
Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8 

Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17 

VBS: Food Truck Party - RECAP 
 

What a great week! 
 

Over 30 kids rolled in last  
week and joined us for a  

Food Truck Party! 
 

During the week we learned to 
pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11; "Give us this 

day our daily bread." Serving as a reminder that 
everything we have comes from God — and that by 

turning to God in prayer that our daily needs are met. 
 

During the week the kids explored stories from the 
Bible, cooled off with some fun games, tried new 
science experiments and made awesome crafts!  

We even had a Tropical Sno Truck stop by on  
Thursday for a sweet treat! 

 

It was an amazing week, but only because we had the  
support of so many people in this church, so THANK 

YOU for continuing to make our VBS such a wonderful 
place for kids to come and experience God’s love! 

 

Be sure to stop in the Friendship Room to  
check out pictures from all the fun! 

Finding Your Creative Spirit 
August 14 - Card Making | Lisa Ahrens  

 

It’s our final class in our summer series of  
Finding Your Creative Spirit. We’ll be welcoming back 
Lisa Ahrens to lead us in some creative card making 
and sharing how it has been a part of her faith life. 

 

So come hang out with some wonderfully  
creative people as we explore the variety of  

ways to discover God by being creative. 

The Great Ice Cream Hunt 
CONNECT Youth Group - Wednesday, August 10 

 

We’ll wrap up our search this week by heading  
over to The Olde Creamery in Mason City. 

 

We’ll meet at the church @ 7:00pm and 
then head over together to figure out who 

has the best ice cream in North Iowa. 
 

We’ll also be talking about where we can 
find God at work in our community, and 
how we can make life sweeter for all of 

our neighbors. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday, August 21 

 

Join us in worship as we bless our 
students, teachers, administrators 

and parents on the upcoming school year. Just bring 
your backpack, filled with your supplies, to church that 

morning. We’ll say a blessing to remind them of our 
love and support as they head back to school. 

Sunday, August 28 
Wear Your Favorite Team Shirt or Jersey 

 

Come for food and fun!  Burgers and hot dogs will be 
provided as well as plates, etc. and beverages.   

Bring a side dish or dessert to share. 
Sign up for how you will share your gifts and talents in 

the Ministry of First Presbyterian Church! 
 

Volunteer Sign Up 
 

Stop in the Friendship Room before and after   
worship to sign up for some volunteer opportunities.  
Help is needed for the Community Kitchen, Meals On 
Wheels, and providing help at funerals.  Thank you!  

Please Complete Your Survey 
 

Congregational Surveys are due by  
August 31.   Completed surveys  

will be very helpful to our Pastor  
Nominating Committee’s ability to call 

the right person as our next pastor. 



 

 

     August Birthdays 
 

August 8  —  Ann MacGregor 
August 9  —  Kelly Arickx 
August 11 —  Arlene Mock 
August 15 —  Michael Mahaffey 
August 16 —  Skyler Eckholt 
August 16 —  Matt Jones 
August 17 —  Donna Henry 
August 17 —  Nancy Nickerson 
August 21 —  Roger Hunt 
August 22 —  Katy Wilson 
August 23 —  Nicholas Helps 
August 24 —  Rod Helps 
August 27 —  Tammy Hertzel 
August 28 —  Rain Eckholt 
August 28 —  Adam Kofoid 
August 29 —  Gene Ward 
August 30 —  Ralph Davey 
August 31 —  Kathy Stephens 

Save the Date 
 

  WHAT:  Church - Wide Rummage Sale 
     

  WHEN: Friday, September 30, 8:00 am—4 pm 
      Saturday, October 1, 8:00 am—12 pm 
 

  WHAT TO BRING:  CLOTHING AND HOUSEHOLD 
             MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.   
             Please box or bag clothing  
             separately from other items. 
   

  WHAT NOT TO BRING: Furniture, Electronics, 
            Appliances 
 

  BRING YOUR ITEMS:  August 7—September 18 
            Place them downstairs in 
            the music office  

 

There will be a poster in the Narthex where you can 
sign up if you would like to volunteer to help.  

              Proceeds will benefit Mission Projects.    

We’re into the midst of our Mission Study, with the Small Group meetings concluded and personal surveys in progress.   
During this process, I found myself, as Interim Head-of-Staff, trying to decide what role I’m to play in this process.   
I concluded that my priorities were two-fold:  first, learn about our church as you (the members) see it, and two,  
monitor the consultant team we’ve hired.   
 

So I observed all three small group meetings, but participated in none.  I saw good attendance among a representative 
mix of our membership.  Discussions were insightful and heartfelt.  A few tugs/pulls as individuals expressed thoughts 
that differed from another’s; always respectfully done, I’d note.  These moments are essential to a successful Mission 
Study and, in my mind, evidence that the Holy Spirit is working amongst us as we seek to discern our future.     
 

What’s “right” for our congregation is what we can conclude as a congregation, not what any one individual thinks.  
That’s why this Mission Study is so important to our future.   Listening let me open my mind and wrestle with my own 
notions about our church: strengths, weaknesses, challenges, opportunities, and possible directions forward.  
 

As of last Thursday, 27 personal surveys had been completed, which is only about 10% of our congregational  
membership.  Surveys are due by August 31.  Please invest in your church by completing the survey, whether you are a 
long-term member, a newer member, or active as a non-member.   Save the date on October 8th for the Large Group 
meeting.   
 

In my government career, and on a few occasions within my church life, I’ve worked with hundreds of consultants.  I’ve 

likely never seen a consultant team better qualified for, and more committed to, a project than what we have in Loren 

and Becky Shellabarger.  Genuine and rooted in their faith, knowledgeable about the congregational-level church and 

the broader one, bringing to bear broad experience in administration of both churches and secular organizations, and 

enthusiastically listening to what you are telling them; together, it’s quite a package.  With my deepest respect, I’ll  

apply a phrase from the technology world to them; in Loren and Becky, what you see is what you get.  I couldn’t be 

more pleased with their efforts.   
 

Dave Little, Clerk of Session   


