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MISSION STUDY — SIGN UP FOR ONE OF OUR SMALL GROUPS
July 30 at 10:00 am or July 31 at noon

VBS—AUGUST 1—5
Registration and volunteer forms available in the office

“Everything in the world is about to be wrapped up, so take nothing for granted. Stay wide-awake in prayer.
Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for practically anything. Be quick to
give a meal to the hungry, a bed to the homeless—cheerfully. Be generous with the different things God gave
you, passing them around so all get in on it: if words, let it be God’s words; if help, let it be God’s hearty help.
That way, God’s bright presence will be evident in everything through Jesus, and he’ll get all the credit as the
One mighty in everything—encores to the end of time. Oh, yes!” 1 Peter 4:7-11 from The Message
Gifts. We all have them and yet we don’t all use our gifts. Why is that? Maybe we don’t think something is
actually a gift we possess. Maybe we think we don’t have the time. Maybe we don’t want to. Why?
In our world today, we all can see what hate there is and how divided we have become as a nation. Maybe
what we need to do as followers of Jesus is share our gifts to try and help with the healing. Maybe if we began
to show how to be loving to all people, regardless of their thoughts or skin color or gender or their whatever,
maybe others would start being more loving, too.
During our time of transition here at First Presbyterian Church, we need to be thinking about the gifts our
congregation has and how we will share those gifts into the future. How will our community know that
First Presbyterian Church in Mason City is filled with followers of Jesus?
How will our presence in the community bring glory to God?
This Saturday, July 30 and Sunday, July 31 we will once again have a time with Rev. Dr. Loren and Becky
Shellebarger as they help us to discern what our mission is as a congregation, as a church. If you haven’t signed
up yet, please call the office (424-4273) to let us know you will be attending. Come and participate and share
your thoughts, even the ones you don’t think anyone wants to hear. LOREN AND BECKY DO! And, we all need
to hear all the thoughts, joys, concerns, to help us call the right pastor to lead us into the future.
God is with us! We can do this as we gather together. Let us glorify God with all of our gifts!
Blessings,
Beth
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UPCOMING DATES
THIS WEEK
Monday | July 25
Pulse Articles Due
Saturday l July 30
10:00 am—Small Group Mission Study
Sunday | July 31
9:30 am—Adult Forum “Under the Trees”
10:30 am—Worship
Rev. Dr. Loren Shellabarger preaching
11:30 am—Small Group Mission Study
with a light lunch

Please Keep the Following People
in Your Prayers:
+ Family and friends of Gene Kuehn who passed
away July 17
+ Fred Wendt
+ The Winter family
+ Kay Sloan
+ Ann MacGregor
+ Shirley Dean
+ The people of Ukraine and for peace
+ The victims, families, and communities suffering
from gun violence

NEXT WEEK
Monday—Friday l August 1-5
5:30 - 8:00 pm—VBS
Tuesday | August 2
10:00 am—Coffee and Conversation
Friday l August 5
5:30 pm—PALS at Rib Crib
Sunday l August 7
Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank Sunday
9:30 am—Adult Forum “Under the Trees”
10:30 am—Worship
11:30 am—Block Party and Food Drive
Last day to turn in Salvation Army School Supplies

From the Family of Gene Kuehn
Thank you, dear church family, for all the thoughts and
prayers during this difficult time. We appreciate the
support you all continue to give us. Thank you to the
Deacons for serving a wonderful lunch. Thank you to
David Little for offering the grace to let Beth take the
time to be with the family and take care of
arrangements. Thank you for allowing Caleb to lead
the service. Most of all, we are blessed by your stories
of Gene/Dad/Grandpa. Please continue to share them
with us. While our hearts are sad,
we do have hope in Jesus Christ!
Nancy Kuehn, Steve and Beth Ehlers,
and our entire family

Survey Deadline August 31
The Congregational Survey is now available online and
in paper version. You only need to complete one!
You should have received the link for the online
survey. If you did not and would like to complete it
online, please contact the office, 424-4273.
The survey will take about 45 minutes and we hope
that you will be thoughtful and honest in your
responses. Remember, this will have a huge impact on
our Pastor Nominating Committee’s ability to call the
right person as our next pastor.
Please return your paper survey to the box in the
Narthex by the front doors or to the office by August
31. Please complete them sooner than later!
If you have questions, please contact
Dave Little or Beth Ehlers.

So, When Did That Happen?
As part of our Mission Study with Loren and Becky
Shellabarger, they would like us to write down
important dates in the life of our church. From what
pastor was here to who got married to an event or
class that happened, they want to know what we
found worthy or being placed on a timeline. So, stop
by the Friendship Room and write down your thoughts
and memories on the timeline on the windows. The
paper is divided into sections of time so please mark it
appropriately. It will be fun for all of us
to look at and remember!

VBS: FOOD TRUCK PARTY!

Block Party!

August 1-5 | 5:30 - 8:00pm

Sunday, August 7

Ready to cook up some fun? Well we’re looking to
have some fun as we roll in for a big summer party!

EVERYONE is invited to our Church Block Party on
August 7 following worship. We will meet out in the
parking lot for some FOOD-GAMES-FELLOWSHIP.
As part of the event we will also be collecting funds
and food donations to support Hawkeye Harvest Food
Bank. Lunch will be provided, all you have to bring
along is your lawn chair.

Each day will be filled with
exciting crafts, amazing
science, fun games, and
memorable Bible stories to
help kids understand how
God meets our daily needs
Kids who have completed Preschool - 5th grade are
invited to come along and register for this great week.
Registration Forms can be picked up in the Narthex or
by emailing Nate - nate.ruge@gmail.com and

School Supplies
We will once again be collecting
school supplies this year for
struggling families . Below is a list of
needed items. Please bring your donations to the church by August 7,
and place them in the boxes in the
Narthex. Thank you so much for helping children go to school with the supplies on their list.
Your generosity is truly appreciated!
Note books (wide ruled)
Folders
Notebook Paper (wide ruled)
School Box (pencil box)
Glue/glue sticks
Pencils (No. 2)
Pens (red, black, blue)
Erasers (large & pencil toppers)
Colors
Markers
Colored Pencils
Scissors
Rulers
Kleenex

Finding Your Creative Spirit
Thank you to everyone who joined us last time!
We’ve had a great time learning how to knit and
hearing about the prayer shawls. Big thanks to
Jean Laudner and Paula Warren for lending their
talents and knowledge and leading the class for us.

UPCOMING CLASS
August 14 - Card Making | Lisa Ahrens

PALS
Join us for a night out with PALS. We have decided to
enjoy an Iowa summer evening on Rib Crib’s patio on
Friday, August 5, at 5:30 pm. Some of you may have
heard that we were planning a pizza night in Ventura,
but that plan did not work for this time. The Rib Crib is
a favorite restaurant for our group, and it’s always nice
to eat outside while we can.
Please contact Adriana at 641-494-7429, or Sarah at
641-425-7665 to let us know if you will be joining us.

July Birthdays
July 25
July 27

—
—

Joyce Hanes
Jill Thoreson

August Birthdays
August 1
August 3
August 7
August 8
August 9
August 11
August 15
August 16
August 16
August 17
August 17
August 21
August 22
August 23
August 24
August 27
August 28
August 28
August 29
August 30
August 31

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Nate Ruge
Jim Hill
Chace Holland-Dunn
Ann MacGregor
Kelly Arickx
Arlene Mock
Michael Mahaffey
Skyler Eckholt
Matt Jones
Donna Henry
Nancy Nickerson
Roger Hunt
Katy Wilson
Nicholas Helps
Rod Helps
Tammy Hertzel
Rain Eckholt
Adam Kofoid
Gene Ward
Ralph Davey
Kathy Stephens

Thank You
Many thanks to those who helped with
the memorial reception for Susan
Fisher: Linda Little, Nancy Beenken,
Suzanne Hofstrand, and Doris Smith. A
big thank you to all who furnished bars
or cookies: Brenda Winter,
Mary Markwalter, Coni Samsel, Ann Hanes, Carol Kelly,
Paula Warren, and Kathy Stephens.
A heartfelt thank you to the following people who
helped serve the luncheon for the Gene Kuehn
funeral: Nancy Beenken, Ann Hanes, Jill Thoreson,
Doris Smith, Teri Elsbury. A special thank to Natalia
Rust for coming with grandma and pitching in to help,
and to Linda Little for helping set up and serving.
Thank you to Skyler Wood and Jennifer Ostrander who
helped with both of these receptions; Skyler set up the
tables and chairs, and flower arrangements
were done by Jennifer.

Save the Date
WHAT: Church - Wide Rummage Sale
WHEN: Friday, September 30, 8:00 am—4 pm
Saturday, October 1, 8:00 am—12 pm

Session Information
The Session met June 23, 2022 in a Stated Meeting
moderated by Pastor Sara Sutter. Formal actions
included: 1) Ended the Interim Pastor Search and
dissolved the Interim Pastor Search Team; this decision
was previously reported in the PULSE
immediately following the Session meeting.
2) Approved the terms of employment for the
Administrative Coordinator position, and extended
authority to hire a candidate under those terms to the
Chair of the Personnel Ministry Team and the Interim
Head-of-Staff; and 3) Received a report from
Hogan-Hansen, the firm hired to complete a review of
the church’s financial procedures.
David Little, Clerk of Session

WHAT TO BRING: CLOTHING AND HOUSEHOLD
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.
Please box or bag clothing
separately from other items.
WHAT NOT TO BRING: Furniture, Electronics,
Appliances
BRING YOUR ITEMS:

August 7—September 18
Place them in the south
end of the Fellowship Hall

There will be a poster in the Narthex where you can
sign up if you would like to volunteer to help.
Proceeds will benefit Mission Projects.

