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MISSION STUDY — SIGN UP FOR ONE OF OUR SMALL GROUPS
July 9 at 9 am; July 10 at noon; July 13, 7 pm Zoom; July 30 at 9 am; July 31 at noon

CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED JULY 4
Happy Independence Day!

VBS—AUGUST 1—5
Registration and volunteer forms available in the office

Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
Last Thursday night, June 23, 2022, the Session suspended our congregation’s search for an interim
pastor, with heartfelt gratitude for the faithful and diligent efforts of the Interim Pastor Search Team
(Alice Zinnel, Mary Markwalter, Kathy Stephens, and Steve Ehlers). Their challenging task was to
attract and call an Interim Pastor to our congregation, an effort begun several months before Pastor
Paul retired and continuing steadily since. The team reviewed and contacted many prospective
candidates over these many months but, ultimately, has found qualified interim pastors to be in high
demand and short supply, especially within our region.
In recent weeks, the Session has prepared for this possibility by establishing Beth Ehlers in a
transitional role as Worship Coordinator, and by hiring Forest Walk Consulting, LLC, to lead us through
a Congregational Mission Study. It’s a different path through our pastoral transition than we
anticipated, but one that is becoming common. It’s a good path for us as a congregation and for our
individual ministries. Please get involved: in the upcoming survey, the small group gatherings in July,
and the later large group gathering. Pray for our congregation, our individual members, staff, the
ministry teams, the Session and Deacons, our consultants who are leading the study, and the
presbytery representatives who support us. Together, let’s see where the Spirit leads us and go there.
David Little, Clerk-of-Session
“For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God
to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in
the knowledge of God.” – Colossians 1:9-10
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A Word from the Worship Administrator
War in Ukraine. Gun Violence. A woman’s right to choose. Inflation. Gas prices. Politics. Yes, the list
goes on and on about what is in the news. For many of us, we may feel helpless to do anything to
change the course our country is currently traveling. It is overwhelming. It is scary.
Do you remember who we are? We are children of God. A little verse from the book of Micah says,
“And what does the Lord require of you? To seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God”.
It means that we should do things that are helpful, not hurtful. It means that we need to care for
people as if we were caring for Jesus.
We want to feel good and be positive and yet, the world doesn’t always cooperate with the butterflies
and unicorns and rainbow image of a happy life. There is real pain in our world. There is real
oppression in our world. There are people who will trample over others to get their way or get more
power. And there are those who are left behind, made to feel less than, and who will stand up for
them?
Turns out, if we truly want to be like Jesus, that “who” is us. We need to stand up for those made to
feel less than. We need to embrace and care for them AND advocate for them as Jesus would.
Mother Teresa once said, “At the end of our lives, we will not be judged by how many diplomas we
have received, how much money we have made or how many great things we have done. We will be
judged by “I was hungry and you gave me to eat. I was naked and you clothed me. I was homeless and
you took me in”. Hungry not only for bread – but hungry for love. Naked not only for clothing – but
naked of human dignity and respect. Homeless not only for want of a room of bricks – but homeless
because of rejection. This is Christ in distressing disguise.”
Sometimes, we forget that being Christian means more than attending worship on Sunday or being
able to quote scripture. It means doing something to help make the world better for those who feel
less than, for those who feel marginalized, for those who are hurting. May we all find our way, hear
our call, and put our love into action.
Blessings,
Beth

Discerning Our Faith Together
Rev. Dr. Loren and Becky Shellabarger of Forest Walk Consulting will be leading us through a
Mission Study to prepare us for calling a new pastor. A sign-up sheet for our small group meetings
is available in the Narthex, or you may call the church office to register, 424-4273.
We encourage everyone to attend at least one of these sessions to share ideas, concerns, and voice
opinions. The information gathered from these conversations will be compiled and is essential for our
Pastor Nominating Committee (when it is formed) in creating documents to share
about our congregation in searching for our new pastor.
Gatherings will be held:
Saturday, July 9 at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, July 10 at noon in Fellowship Hall (lunch provided)
Wednesday, July 13 at 7 p.m. Zoom Video Call
Saturday, July 30 at 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, July 31 at noon in Fellowship Hall (lunch provided)

UPCOMING DATES
THIS WEEK
Monday | June 27
Pulse Articles Due
6:30 pm - Worship & Music
Tuesday | June 28
10:15 am - Staff Meeting
Sunday | July 3
9:00 am - Adult Forum “Under the Trees”
10:30 am - Worship With Communion
NEXT WEEK
Monday | July 4
Office Closed - Independence Day
Saturday | July 9
9:00 am - Mission Study Small Group
Sunday | July 10
9:00 am - Adult Forum “Under the Trees”
10:30 am - Worship—Loren Shellabarger preaching
12:00 noon - Mission Study Small Group with lunch

Thank You!
A big thank you to the following people for helping at
the Community Kitchen in the months of
May and June: Jill Thoreson, Judy Dunker,
Bruce Trimble, and Adriana Attleson.
If you are interested in helping with this mission
please call Judy Dunker, 424-6409 or
Jill Thoreson, 424-3238

During the time of transition we want you to know
we’re here to support you in your times of need.
If you have joys or concerns to
share, you can contact the church
office or reach out to an Elder or
Deacon. If you’d like to share a
prayer concern, you can contact the
Prayer Chain (Sarah Kress, 641-424-5586).
If you are in need of emergency pastoral care
(hospitalizations, severe illness, or end of life care),
please contact
The Rev. Dixie Laube
Eden Presbyterian Church, Rudd, IA
Phone: (612) 812-7942

Please Keep the Following People
in Your Prayers:
+ Fred Wendt
+ Heidi & Kent Mechler
+ The Winter family
+ Kay Sloan
+ Becky Smith & family
+ Ann MacGregor
+ Gene Kuehn
+ Shirley Dean
+ The people of Ukraine and for peace
+ The victims, families and communities suffering
from gun violence

We’re Hiring!
Director of Music Ministry (Part-Time)
Collaborates with the pastor and accompanist in
creating worshipful musical experiences for Sunday
morning services and Wednesday night choir
rehearsals. This position will direct the choir and assist
in developing the talents of the congregation to
present special music. The ideal candidate will have
the ability to work with all ages and will demonstrate
an understanding of the role of music
as an expression of faith.
Church Accompanist (Part-Time)
Skilled accompanist to enhance the worship life of
the congregation for Sunday morning worship and
Wednesday night choir rehearsals on a regular basis
and special services as needed. This position requires
proficiency in piano with a strong preference for
proficiency in organ. The ideal candidate will have the
ability to work with all ages and will demonstrate an
understanding of the role of music
as an expression of faith.
Visit www.fpc-mc.com for a full position description
and to learn more about us! To apply, please send
letter and resume to firstpresbymc@gmail.com.

The Great Ice Cream Hunt
CONNECT Youth Group - Wednesday, July 13
We’re beginning our search this week by
heading over to the Viking in Clear Lake.
We’ll meet at the church @ 7:00pm and
then head over together to figure out who
has the best ice cream in North Iowa.

Finding Your Creative Spirit
Thank you to everyone who has joined us for our first
two classes! We’ve had a great time learning how to
bake bread and how to paint. Big thanks to Irene
Swanson and Kyra Shirk for lending their talents and
knowledge and leading the classes for us

We’ll also be talking about where we can
find God at work in our community, and
how we can make life sweeter for all of
our neighbors.

VBS: FOOD TRUCK PARTY!
August 1-5 | 5:30 - 8:00pm
Ready to cook up some fun? Well we’re looking to
have some fun as we roll in for a big summer party!
Each day will be filled with
exciting crafts, amazing
science, fun games, and
memorable Bible stories to
help kids understand how
God meets our daily needs
Kids who have completed Preschool - 5th grade are
invited to come along and register for this great week.
Registration Forms can be picked up in the Narthex or
by emailing Nate - nate.ruge@gmail.com and
returned to the church office.

WE ALSO COULD USE SOME VOLUNTEERS!
If you’re willing to help us out with this amazing week,
please pick up a VBS Volunteer Form on the
Welcome Table in the Narthex and return it to the
church office. It’s one of the best weeks of the year!
and we have all sorts of ways to be involved!

MONDAY - THURSDAY
9:00AM - 1:00PM

UPCOMING CLASSES
July 17 - Knitting | Jean Laudner
August 14 - Card Making | Lisa Ahrens

Knitting With Jean
If you have ever thought about
learning how to knit, now is your
chance. I will start you out on a prayer
square project and you can finish it
during the knit with Jean session on
July 17 after church. Then, if you wish,
I will schedule a one on one time with all who want to
learn more about knitting, like how to start a project
and how to bind it off. Bring needles if you have them,
otherwise I will have needles and a variety of yarns
to choose from.
Knitting is a wonderful, soothing pastime and can be
easily learned by guys and gals.

Bible Study Readings
June 29
2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30
Galatians 6:1-6, 7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 6
Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82
Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37

July Birthdays
July 3
July 7
July 9
July 9
July 12
July 16
July 18
July 20
July 20
July 21
July 25
July 27

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Ron Hanna
Noah Eckholt
Randy Davenport
Amber Winter
Deborah Howell
Ryder Holland-Dunn
Emma Arickx
Rex Davenport
Gwen Smith
Bob Snyder
Joyce Hanes
Jill Thoreson

Session Update
The Session met May 26, 2022 in a Stated Session
meeting moderated by Pastor Ian McMullen.
Actions taken included: 1) Approved Jim and Denna
Hill for membership by Transfer of
Membership from First Presbyterian Church of
Estherville, IA. 2) Elected Steve Ehlers to serve
as Session member on, and Chair of, the Nominating
Committee. 3) Rescheduled the Sacrament
of Communion from August 7 to August 14, 2022,
4) Approved hiring Beth Ehlers to a
temporary position as Worship Coordinator,
5) Approved a temporary $500/month bonus for
Nate Ruge, in recognition of many additional duties he
has assumed during our pastoral transition time, and
6) Approved painting the existing
outdoor lighting poles.
The Session also met June 6, 2022 in a Special Session
meeting moderated by Pastor Sara Sutter.
Action taken: Hire Forest Walk Consulting, LLC, of
Dubuque, IA to conduct a Mission Study
for our congregation.
David Little, Clerk of Session

Special Offerings
The following are offering totals that our
congregation contributed:
One Great Hour of Sharing—$890
Pentecost Offering—$647 of which 40% will stay here
to help support youth and inspire them
to share their gifts and faith.

Coffee Fellowship
We are serving coffee before and after church again!
Please join your family
parishioners for refreshments and
conversation in the Fellowship Hall before
church, and outside (weather permitting)
or in Fellowship Hall after the church
service. It is a great time to renew connections!

Thank You!
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,
Thank you for your well wishes, cards and gifts for my
retirement; I very much appreciate your generosity.
Working in the church office made me feel as if I am
working in a family and I feel great that I have shared a
wonderful work relationship with all of you. Thanks
for the inspiring retirement wishes you have written to
me; I will always remember your kindness! You made
me feel important and appreciated
~Heidi Mechler

“Shakers” Needed
On this Sunday, July 3rd, Kim Reisinger, the organist,
would like to have children of God of all ages help with
one of our hymns. She is asking to have people come
to the choir loft at 10:00 am to get instructions on
using shaker instruments during the hymn. If you wish
to help, please show up this Sunday at 10:00 am.

Steeple Cross on Display
Over many years, the church steeple was a concern and major expense due to structural concerns. On March 28, 2019,
your Session approved the removal of the steeple with the request that the attached cross be kept. A capital campaign
was initiated for the expenses. Following that decision, Cutting Edge Tree Service began the long and sometimes
dangerous process of removing the steeple on November 18, 2019. There are pictures on display in the Friendship
Room showing Kevin Hardy dangling from cables as he planned a safe and secure way of moving the steeple to the
ground. Once the steeple was gone, Northern Cedar Roofing began working on the hole in the roof and placing new
slate. As they worked with torches, a sudden fire broke out and many fire trucks were soon on the scene. It was a
minor fire and extinguished quickly, but certainly caused some unexpected concern for a few hours.
The steeple laid on the ground for a year as the pandemic kept us away from the church and the steeple project. On
March 26, 2021 the Building and Properties Team removed the copper membrane from the steeple and went to work
on separating the heavy cross from the wood base. This team spent many hours compiling ideas on where and how to
display the cross. It was decided that a two-tiered stone planter by the main sanctuary entrance would be an attractive
and durable solution. We soon realized that locating a reliable contractor was not only expensive, but very difficult to
accomplish. Our own Greg Shirk stepped up and offered to build it for us. We were thrilled to learn that the
Steve Adair memorial fund would cover the expenses. On September 7, 2021 the work began and on May 16, 2022
Sarah Kress and Teri Elsbury planted the flowers in the completed planter. The final step of attaching copper plaques
to the cross depicting a picture of the church with the steeple and a reminder of the original location of the cross was
designed and created by John Henry. The copper used was from the steeple membrane. It is enjoyable to drive by the
cross at night and see the light reflecting it onto the church building.
The Building and Properties Team is very appreciative for all the work and support of the congregation
that saw this project to completion.
Sarah Kress, Greg Shirk, Bill Jellema, Bob Kress, John Henry and Jerry Stephens.

