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PENTECOST SUNDAY — JUNE 5
Don’t forget to wear RED to worship!

FINDING YOUR CREATIVE SPIRIT
June 5 - Baking with Irene Swanson | June 26 - Painting with Kyra Shirk

FISHIN’ WITH A MISSION — JUNE 5 (4-8 PM)
Seeck’s Pond / Collecting donations for kids

Dear First Presbyterian Church Congregation:
“So long, Farewell, Auf Wiedersehn, Good bye…” with those words, the children said good night to the partygoers in
the musical “The Sound of Music.” Today I join them in the refrain, as I say good bye to you as your church secretary.
By now, most of you probably heard that I am retiring from my position effective May 31, 2022. Thank you to each and
every one of you for the respect and understanding with which you have received this important decision in my life.
As I prepare to leave First Presbyterian Church, I can’t help but reflect on just how wonderful the time I have spent here
as your office secretary has been. I have had an opportunity to get to know so many wonderful people. Thank you for
providing me with the opportunity to be a part of this great group. Being part of the staff here at FPC has been very
meaningful to me and I will always treasure the time I worked here.
Saying good bye is never easy, especially when it’s a farewell to someone or something you love dearly. In my case, it’s
the whole church!
A. A. Milne, an English author, best known for his books about the teddy bear Winnie-the Pooh, once said, “How lucky
am I to have something that makes saying good bye so hard.” How true!!
It’s bittersweet to leave a workplace you’ve enjoyed. I might joke about the Monday morning blues, but that’s all it is –
a joke. I realize I have been very fortunate. This church, this congregation and its people have meant so much to me.
I am proud to have been a member of the staff here. 4 years ago, when I came on board in April of 2018, you made it
easy for me to feel at home. You have been a part of my journey for a long time and I have already packed memories
of working together with you, fun, and friendship in my heart to take with me. These I’m deeply grateful for.
The Apostle Paul closes his letter to the Corinthians with this word of blessing with which I concur:
“May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you.” (2 Corinthians 13:14)
Blessings to all of you; I am going to miss you!
Heidi Mechler
www.fpc-mc.com | 100 South Pierce Avenue, Mason City, IA | (641) 424-4273 | firstpresbymc@gmail.com

During the time of transition we
want you to know that we’re here
to support you in your times of
need.
If you have joys or concerns to share, you can
contact the church office or reach out to an Elder or
Deacon. If you’d like to share a prayer concern, you
can contact the Prayer Chain (Sarah Kress, 641-4245586). And if you are in need of emergency pastoral
care (hospitalizations, severe illness or end of life
care), please contact
The Rev. Dixie Laube
Eden Presbyterian Church, Rudd, IA
Phone: (612) 812-7942

Pentecost is June 5!
As we celebrate Pentecost on June 5,
please wear RED to worship!
Let’s welcome the Holy Spirit
in colorful style!

Finding Your Creative Spirit
Where do you find your creative spirit?
Well, this summer we’re offering several opportunities
to try something different. With the help of some
wonderful creative people, we’ll explore a variety of
ways others have found God through being creative.
Each class will meet in the Friendship Room after
worship and will spend some time learning about a
new way of being creative. There will only be 12 spots
in each class so be sure to sign up early on the board in
the Friendship Room and join us for some fun.
June 5 - Baking | Irene Swanson
June 26 - Painting | Kyra Shirk
July 17 - Knitting | Jean Laudner
August 14 - Card Making | Lisa Ahrens

Fishin’ with a Mission
Sunday, June 5, (4 - 8 pm) — Jim & Jan Seeck’s Pond
17736 280th Street, Mason City
We’re all heading out to Jim and Jan Seeck’s pond
for a fun afternoon of fishing and fellowship.

The Gift of Music
The Worship & Music Ministry Team is asking you to
share your musical gifts and talents with our
congregation as we search for a new Director of Music
Ministry and Church Accompanist. We do have a
committee working on filling both these positions. We
also have substitute organists lined up for May, June
and July; but it would be nice to enhance our worship
experience with additional music.

We’ll have brats on the grill so all you need to bring is
your fishing rod and/or a lawn chair.
As part of the event, we’re also
working with a local organization
to provide new packs of socks
and underwear for kids for the
upcoming school year.
So bring along a donation and come out for a great
night of fishing as we support our neighbors in need.

We are asking for vocalists and instrumentalists to
perform the Special Music during Sunday worship.
You can perform as a soloist or as an ensemble. The
substitute organists are available to be accompanists,
however, they request that they have the music a
week in advance, that you be prepared and be able to
rehearse with them Sunday morning before worship.
You can also make arrangements for your own
accompanists. Contact Mary Davenport at
rustind@mchsi.com or 641-420-4341 if interested
or for more information.

We need your help!
We’re trying to figure out where the
best ice cream in North Iowa comes from,
and the only way to do that is try them
all! So we’ll be checking out three local
shops and settling this once and for all.

We hope you will consider sharing your gifts of music
with the congregation as we all navigate through this
time of transition.

June 8 - Birdsall’s
July 13 - The Viking
August 10 - South Shore Sweet Spot

The Great Ice Cream Hunt
CONNECT Youth Group

Please Keep the Following People
in Your Prayers:
+ Family and friends of John Steinauer, husband
Letha Steinauer, who died on May 13
+ The Winter family
+ Kay Sloan
+ Becky Smith & family
+ Ann MacGregor
+ Gene Kuehn
+ Shirley Dean
+ The people of Ukraine and for peace

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the
arrival of the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life.
The Pentecost offering is one of the four Special
Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and is
about guiding the Christian formation of our young
people — building a life of faith formed in the first
third of life, from childhood through adulthood.
Gifts to the Pentecost Offering unite young people in
Christ and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and
unique gifts with the church and the world.
Please consider supporting this Special Offering by
using the envelopes included in the worship bulletin.

May / June Birthdays
Bible Study Readings
May 29
Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26
June 5
Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21
John 14:8-17 (25-27)

Adult Forum News
Beginning Sunday, June 5, everyone is invited to
meet under the trees on the west side of the church
at 9:30 am for fellowship and conversation.

May 24
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 31
May 31

—
—
—
—
—
—

Zach Holland-Dunn
Coni Samsel
Ann Hanes
Kaylee Ostrander
Theressa Busch
Ardie Kennedy

June 1
June 4
June 8
June 10
June 10
June 13
June 16
June 19
June 20
June 20

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Maggie Arickx
Lucretia Green
Shelby Helps
Linda Little
Lanie Ruge
Don Hofstrand
Ella Hertzel
Paula Gahn
Yvonne Herlitzka
Skyler Wood

Bring a lawn chair if you have one and a beverage of
your choice. Hope to see you!

The church office will be closed on
Monday, May 30 in observance of
Memorial Day.

RAGBRAI Update
Recently, Session approved the formation of a
RAGBRAI team to consider the church’s participation.
On the church’s behalf, Teri Elsbury attended one or
more RAGBRAI meetings seeking information.
There were a couple possibilities:

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group
Evening Meeting
Where: Kentucky Ridge Assisted Living Community
2060 S Kentucky Avenue
Mason City, IA 50401

1. Housing: Because we lack showers, our church is
not a good facility for overnight guests.

When: 3rd Wednesday of every month

2. Food sales as a fundraiser:
They will be biking north right
past our church using the east
lane on Pierce Avenue as they
approach downtown. Car
traffic will be on the west side,
traveling south. For everyone’s
safety, barricades and police
officers will prevent the bikers from crossing the car
traffic. For that reason, no vendors will be allowed
on the west side of Pierce Avenue, which means we
can’t offer any food or refreshments from the church
property.

Remarks: Facilitators trained and accredited by
the Iowa Alzheimer’s Association

The church could have a booth downtown for a $350
fee. Food would need to be prepared at the church.
The church’s kitchen and the booth site would both
need inspections by Public Health; $25 each. There
are additional fees for an electric outlet and booth site
clean-up. Estimated cost is around $700, plus the cost
of food, that we would have to clear before any
“profits” would be made. Session has concluded that
the costs and effort are prohibitive.
Please consider other ways to be involved in the event:
 The YMCA will be hosting many riders overnight.
Our own Tammy Hertzel would welcome
volunteers from the church to help at the YMCA.


You can donate funds, provide housing for riders,
or volunteer to serve at a number of events/
venues at:
https://ragbraimasoncity.com

Laura and I are hosting a team of 20 riders who will
camp overnight in our yard. Please pray for the safety
of all those involved in this year’s RAGBRAI event.
Dave Little

Time: 6:00 pm — 8:00 pm

YOU ARE NOT IN THIS ALONE! Please come and listen
to and speak with friendly, compassionate caregivers
who are also dealing with this heartbreaking disease
first-hand. All meetings are treated with the utmost in
discretion and privacy. Discussions at the meetings,
stay at the meetings.
Please feel free to bring a family member or friend and
come join us! Questions/concerns, call Michael or
Constance Wentworth at 641-201-1797 or email us at
alzsupgroupmc@outlook.com.

MacNider Arts Festival
Each year the Charles H. MacNider
Museum holds an arts festival in June.
This year’s event “Create Waves” will
be held on Saturday, June 11 from
9:00 am to 5:00 pm.
The Art Market is open from
9:00 am to 4:00 pm and a free pancake
breakfast will be served from 9:00 am
to 10:00 am. Admission is FREE!
Many local artists will be selling their works in the Art
Market and children can create works of art with
numerous make-and-take kids’ activities, many at no
charge. Food is available to purchase and live music
can be enjoyed all day! More information can be
found on the Museum’s website at
www.macniderart.org.

