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With the love of Jesus Christ, First Presbyterian welcomes you just as you are — 

A CHILD OF GOD. 

PRELUDE 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
Each morning we awake to a blank canvass. 

Our God makes all things new! 
 

WELCOME 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
As the sun rises in the morning, 

     let all creation worship God. 

From the highest mountains to the deepest seas, 

     let all creation proclaim the name of the Lord, 

        for God alone is worthy to be praised. 

God alone makes all things new. 

     All praise, glory, and honor be yours, forever. 
 

HYMN  #15   “All Creatures of Our God and King”   (verses 1-4) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   (Unison) 

Eternal God, it’s so easy to get lost in the noise and busyness 

of life.  Forgive the times we lose focus and forget the praise 

we owe you, offering it to the world instead.  You alone are 

worthy of our praise.  You alone are worthy of our adoration. 

You alone are worthy of our love.  Creator, who makes all things 

new, renew our hearts and strengthen our resolve, that we may 

graciously receive what you have in store for us today.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
When we are thirsty, God renews our souls with living waters.  Drink 

deeply, knowing that in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 
 



RESPONSE OF PRAISE  #582   “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

(Take a moment and turn to your neighbors and share a sign of God’s peace.) 
 

MOMENT WITH CHILDREN 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   (Unison) 

O God of promise, your Word made flesh in Jesus Christ is 

trustworthy and true.  By the power of your Holy Spirit, 

may it rise up in us this day like a gift from the spring of the 

water of life to refresh our thirsty souls.  Amen. 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING   Acts 11:1-18 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING   John 13:31-35 
 

HYMN  #288   “Spirit of the Living God” 
 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me; 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

Spirit of the living God, move among us all. 

Make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love. 

Humble, caring, selfless, sharing; 

Spirit of the Living God, fill our lives with love. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING   Psalm 148 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON    -The Rev. John Bates 
 

HYMN  #26   “Earth and All Stars!” 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY 
 

RESPONSE  #710   “We Lift Our Voices (We Are an Offering)” 
 

We lift our voices; we lift our hands; 

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands; 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, 

all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 

We lift our voices; we lift our hands; 

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, we are an offering. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION   (Unison) 

Holy God, you have given us so much.  Through your love 

and abundance, our cup overflows.  From the bounty of your 

blessings, we offer these gifts back to you.  Use these 

offerings for your glory, as we work to bring your kingdom 

here on earth.  Amen. 
 

HYMN  #17   “Sing Praise to God, You Heavens!” 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING SONG   “God Be with You Till We Meet again” 
 

 God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace. 

 Loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care enfold you. 

 God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace. 
 

POSTLUDE 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pam Little, reader 

Deb Nielsen, guest organist 

The Rev. John Bates, guest pastor and worship leader 


