
 

 

PULSE THE  

Being led by faith and gratitude… 
 

 Yesterday was Mother’s Day and I want to acknowledge and thank all the women who have mentored and paved the way for so 
many.  In June, our family will celebrate my mother’s 108th birthday.  Believe me, there is no one more surprised by this than her.  
We have had 87 Mother’s Days to express our love and gratitude to her.  That’s a really long time and I’m still not sure I have said 
everything that is in my heart.  She is the matriarch of our family and we have always admired the depth of her strength.  She leads 
by faith and gratitude. 
 As a Session member, I know your Session is being lead by faith.  We are working through unchartered territory with the 
guidance of Sara Sutter, who is serving as the moderator of our meetings.  David Little, Clerk of Session, has provided us with crucial 
information for making informed decisions.  We heard your questions and concerns at the congregational meeting and we will keep 
you as informed as we can.  We are putting in long hours as we work towards providing you with the best foundation for our 
congregation. 
 Your ministry teams are doing tasks that were not in the “job description” when they volunteered to be on the team.  Many of 
these teams are overseeing tasks that were previously managed by the pastor.  Each Sunday we are able to attend a well-organized 
and meaningful worship service.  This is being handled by an amazing music and worship ministry team.  The piano and organ still 
lead our music, communion is provided, bulletins are handed out, ushers greet you, announcements are shared, children are 
invited up front and we are led by a skilled worship leader.  All of this happens as a result of dedication and being led by faith. 
 I have limited space to list all the accomplishments of each ministry team but I want to assure you that your church building is 
being cared for, your children are being taught God’s Word, the adult forum continues to be a source of information, the mission 
team is raising funds through a home décor sale, and stewardship will begin their work this summer.  You can view financial reports 
to read the special needs and endowment activity.  I encourage you to ask questions and get involved with a team that interests 
you.  You can be led in your faith by being an active participant. 
 Please remember our interim search committee in prayer.  This job has been frustrating to say the least.  They need to hear an 
encouraging word and know that we continue to support them.  They have faith that they will be led to the right person. 
 Let’s hear a big hoorah for our church staff.  Nate, Heidi, Laura and Skyler quietly do their jobs with little acknowledgment.  
David Little walks around with stacks of papers in his hands while he tries to keep everyone informed, encouraged and positive. 
Tammy Hertzel and Pam Little have begun the search to fill the positions of music director, accompanist and administrative 
secretary.  Gratitude for all of them is well-deserved. 
 I want to say “thank you” to everyone who sits in a pew on Sundays or views worship via livestream.  I am proud to be walking 
this journey with all of my church family! 
 
Sarah Kress 
Session member 
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PALS GATHERING  —  PRIME & WINE 
Saturday, May 14 at 5:30 pm  (Please RSVP by May 13) 
 

HOME DÉCOR SALE 
Mark May 20 & 21 on your calendar for our spectacular church sale! 
 

“GETTING TO KNOW YOU  —  JOYCE HANES” 
Adult Forum  —  Sunday, May 22 at 9:00 am 



 

 

Adult Forum News 
 

We have returned to discussions of “The Life of 
Meaning” articles (Reflections on Faith, Doubt and 

Repairing the World) and will be featuring a popular 
church family member on May 22. 

 

May 15 
“The Life of Meaning” 

Presenter:  Paula Warren 
 

May 22 
“Getting to Know You” 

Presenter:  Joyce Hanes 
 

Watch for Adult Forum summer plans! 

During the time of transition we 
want you to know that we’re here 

to support you in your times of 
need. 

 

If you have joys or concerns to share, you can 
contact the church office or reach out to an Elder or 
Deacon.  If you’d like to share a prayer concern, you 
can contact the Prayer Chain (Sarah Kress, 641-424-
5586).  And if you are in need of emergency pastoral 

care (hospitalizations, severe illness or end of life 
care), please contact 

 

The Rev. Dixie Laube 
Eden Presbyterian Church, Rudd, IA 

Phone:  (612) 812-7942 

Session Notes 
 

The Session met April 28, 2022 in a Stated Meeting, 
moderated by Pastor Sara Sutter. 

 

Formal actions included: 
 

1)  Increased the effective annual salary range to 
$60,000 to $80,000 for the Interim Pastor search. 

 

2)  Requested Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry 
approval for First Presbyterian Church of Mason City to 

proceed with formation of a Pastor Nominating 
Committee.  The Interim Pastor search will continue as 
the congregation takes early steps in the search for a 

permanent pastor. 
 

3)  Approved formation of a RAGBRAI committee to 
pursue possible fundraising opportunities. 

 

4)  Approved a project for outdoor entry lighting using 
approximately $1,200 in memorial funds. 

 

5)  Approved distribution of $187.50 in Peace and 
Global Witness offerings to Crisis Intervention. 

 

6)  Approved the Home and Seasonal Décor Sale for 
May 20-21, 2022 with proceeds supporting Doctors 

Without Borders. 
 

7)  Approved a return  to “passing the plate” offerings 
effective May 8, 2022. 

 
David Little, Clerk of Session 

Pentecost is June 5! 
 

As we celebrate Pentecost on June 5, 
please wear RED to worship! 
Let’s welcome the Holy Spirit 

in colorful style! 

Attention All Members! 
 

Mark May 20-21 on your 
calendars for our spectacular 

church Home Décor sale: 
Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
and Saturday from 8:00 am to 

12 noon. 
 

The many beautiful seasonal and 
decorative items were donated by 
Dr. Darrell and Susan Fisher before 
their move to Rochester.  The sale 

proceeds will 
go to “Doctors Without Borders,” 

an organization that provides 
medical services worldwide for the 

most vulnerable.  The money 
raised will honor Dr. Fisher’s long 

medical career here and overseas. 
 

We hope you will not only attend 
but we need your volunteer time 

for sale preparation and during the 
sale.  Thanks for helping our 

church make this a successful sale 
by signing up on the volunteer 

poster in the narthex. 



 

 

CONNECT Youth Group - Tie Dye Night 

We had some fun last week doing some tie-dye and 
talking about finding the good in the mess of our lives.  

Lighthouse Kids (Preschool - 4th Grade)  

Sundays After Worship 
 

We only have a few weeks of Lighthouse Kids left 
for the school year so be sure to come over to the 
Friendship Room after worship.  And join us as we 
spend some time exploring how to shine our light! 

 
May 15 - EA: The Greatest Love 

May 22 - EA: Diploma 

Let’s Get Registered for Camp! 
 

Registration is OPEN for all Summer Camps 
at Lakeshore Center at Okoboji this summer!  

 

This summer’s theme is ‘What’s In A Name?’ 
 

Names have great power.  This 
summer we’ll be reminded that God 

knows us and calls us by name. 
And along the journey, we get to 
discover who we are and find our 

place as a child of God. 
 

Our church will cover 50% of the registration cost for 
anyone who is interested in going up to camp. 

 

Just register online at 

www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.com 

Spring Forward With Your PALS 
 

Sarah and Adriana are thrilled that 
spring is in the air!  We are excited 

about gathering our PALS at the 
Prime & Wine on Saturday, May 14 

at 5:30 pm. 
 

We are working on updating our PALS email addresses; 
please bear with us as we get them corrected.  

Meanwhile we want to invite anyone who would like 
to join us.  Please contact Adriana at 641-494-7429 
or Sarah at 641-425-7665 by May 13 so we can add 

you to our reservation. 

Please Note! 
 

Rhonda Pyle’s membership information was 
inadvertently left off in the latest update of the 

church directory.  Below is her information: 
 

Rhonda Pyle 
1909 S Monroe Ave. 

Mason City, IA  50401 
 

Phone:  641-424-4304 
 

Email:  drpyle@q.com 
 

Please add this to your copy of the church directory. 

Let’s Go Fishing! 

Sunday, June 5 - Jim & Jan Seeck’s Pond 
17736 280th Street, Mason City 

 

This summer we’re planning to offer some fun events 
for the whole church to be a part of, and do some 

good for our community at the same time. 
 

To kick things off we’ll be heading out to the Seeck’s 
pond for a fun afternoon of fishing.  Just bring a fishing 
rod or bring a lawn chair for a great night out together.  

 

And for our mission we’ll be 
collecting new packs of socks 
and underwear for our local 

shelters and organizations that 
help our neighbors in need. 

 

So be sure to save the date and keep an eye out for 
future details as we head into this fun summer! 



 

 

Bible Study Readings 
 

     May 15 
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 
 

          May 22 
Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67 

Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5; 
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

Please Keep the Following People 
in Your Prayers: 

 

+  Brenda Winter & family 
 

+  Kay Sloan 
 

+  Becky Smith & family 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Gene Kuehn 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  the people of Ukraine and for peace 

May Birthdays 
 

May 12    —    Teri Elsbury 
May 13    —    Kathleen Davenport 
May 13    —    Judy Dunker 
May 13    —    Jim Lalor 
May 14    —    Drake Davis 
May 17    —    Helen Findley 
May 19    —    Alexa Holland-Dunn 
May 20    —    Stan Zinnel 
May 23    —    Kelly Ullrich 
May 24    —    Zach Holland-Dunn 
May 27    —    Coni Samsel 
May 28    —    Ann Hanes 
May 29    —    Kaylee Ostrander 
May 31    —    Theressa Busch 
May 31    —    Ardie Kennedy 

2022 Synod School 
 

This year’s Synod School “Experiencing 
Belonging” will be held July 24-29 at the 
Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, IA.  
Synod School is a learning and personal 
enrichment experience for people of all 
ages.  The week is designed for laity and 
clergy, and individuals and families.  To 

register for Synod School, log on to 
 

www.lakesandprairies.org/engaging-leaders/synod-
school and click on the Registration link. 

 

Come and participate in a unique experience of 
Christian Community!  More information is available 
on the table in the narthex and in the church office. 

 
 

 
My Dear Church Family, 

 

My sincere thanks for your prayers, thoughts, cards 

and calls, and visits and rides to places I needed to be, 

while I was recovering from my stroke. 

They made my recovery fa ster and my spirits were 

uplifted.  I want to send my love to all! 
 

Becky Smith 

 
 

 
A BIG thank you to the following people for taking 

time to help with Meals on Wheels during the week 
of March 7 through March 11: 

 

Adriana Attleson, Linda Little, Bob & Sarah Kress, 
Teri Elsbury, Fred & Jackie Wendt and 

Jerry & Kathy Stephens. 


