
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Interim Head-of-Staff David Little 
 

 Interim Head-of-Staff (IHOS) – what a great title!  This acronym sounds like a line (“I Hoss”) that could be written for 
the Hoss Cartwright character of Bonanza fame.  I was “saddled” with this title last month by Session, when they added 
this temporary duty to my role as Clerk of Session.  I will gladly relinquish this added duty when we have an Interim 
Pastor called to serve our congregation or Session fires me, whichever comes first. 
 My new appointment began with a conversation with Pastor Paul soon after he announced his retirement some 
years ago.  We thought it best for there to not be a new Clerk of Session during the time of transition beginning with his 
retirement.  In the spirit of Pastor Paul’s sermon of a couple weeks ago, I said “yes” and, with Session’s annual 
concurrence, I’ll continue to serve in the role of Clerk of Session for a while longer. 
 My new role is concerned with the administration and operation of the church and congregation, so I will only be 
partially assuming the many responsibilities once held by Pastor Paul.  Arrangements have been, or are being, made for 
Pastor Paul’s ministerial functions, such as pastoral care, preaching, and the like, to be handled by others. 
 I’ll provide support and direction, as needed, to staff, the Session, the Board of Deacons, and the various Ministry 
Teams.  We have capable people serving in these many roles, so I won’t seek to attend all their meetings nor to 
micromanage their work.  But as needed, I’ll be available.  I would, however, appreciate being kept in-the-loop, as you 
would have kept Pastor Paul informed.  Best ways to reach me are by phone at 641-420-2816 or email at 
157little@gmail.com.   
 I’ll be meeting with staff every other week.  Session meetings will continue as normally scheduled.  Ministry Teams 
should continue to meet and conduct their work as usual.  Several reports are due this time of year to the greater 
councils of the Presbyterian Church (Presbytery, Synod, and the General Assembly), so Heidi and I will be working on 
those. 
 Session should be approving the 2022 budget at its January meeting.  For the time being, Session intends to delay the 
Annual Congregational meeting normally held the first Sunday of February; this meeting will be scheduled soon after an 
interim pastor is called. 
 There’s no doubt this will be an interesting time in the life of our congregation.  Things will feel, and be, different 
without Pastor Paul’s leadership and inspiration, but it’s a time and a transition that we knew was coming.  Together, 
we remain the church and together will faithfully continue our ministry. 
 

"Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer." (Romans 12:12) 
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TRANSITIONAL PASTORAL CARE 
See more details inside this newsletter 
 

PROGRAMMING RETURNS IN 2022 
Opportunities for all ages 
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Bible Study Readings 
 

     January 12 
 Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10 

       1 Corinthians 1-11; John 2:1-11 
 

           January 19 
       Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19 
       1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

Adult Forum News 
 

  Now gathering in the Meeting Place 
 

  Now making our sessions accessible for 
    everyone with a Zoom option — link through 
    email 

 

January 9 
“Advent in Plain Sight”  —  Gold 

(Facilitator: Betsy Gross) 
 

January 16 
Solutions to the Climate Crisis:  “What do we do now?” 

Presenter: Jackie Armstrong 
 

January 23 
Prison Ministry / Drug Court 

Presenter: Teri Elsbury 
 

January 30 
“Getting to Know You” 

Presenter: Bob Schneider 

December Birthdays 
 

December   7  —  Rusty Davenport 
December   8  —  Sam Arickx 
December   8  —  Adriana Attleson 
December 11  —  Paige Echelberger 
December 12  —  Suzanne Hofstrand 
December 13  —  Britney Davis 
December 13  —  Bill Jellema 
December 13  —  Carol Kelly 
December 15  —  Carol Foster 
December 21  —  Lynn Ullrich 
December 28  —  Kativa Weitzel 
December 29  —  Jerry McArthur 
December 30  —  Merritt Balmer 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you for a day of farewell and celebration that 

we will not soon forget.  We are grateful for the 
generous gifts and words of appreciation.  We are 

grateful for the serenades, both live and video. 
And we are especially grateful for the people who 

came out to join in the celebration, particularly 
those who came from miles away and those who 

joined us remotely. 
As you blessed us on our way, we now bless all of  
you as you begin this new phase of life together 

as a congregation. 
 

Claudia and Paul Collier 

 
 
 
 

The Christmas tree and decorations will be taken 
down on Sunday, January 9, after worship. 

Help is appreciated from all those who are able. 
 

The Worship & Music Ministry Team 

Church Office Closed on MLK Day 
 

The church office will be closed on 
Monday, January 17, in honor of the 
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Articles for the Pulse newsletter will 
still be due at noon on January 17. 

2021 Annual Reports 
 

Reports for the 2021 Annual Report are due 
no later than Monday, January 17, 2022. 

Please email your report in “Word” format to the 
church office at firstpresbymc@gmail.com.  If you 
would like a copy of the report you submitted last 
year, please let the office know.  Please make prior 

arrangements with the church office, if it is not 
possible for you to meet the deadline. 

 
 

 
A BIG thank you to the following people for being 

Community Kitchen volunteers: 
 

Judy Dunker, Linda Little, Becky Smith, 
Jill Thoreson and Fred & Jackie Wendt. 

During this time of transition we 
want you to know that we’re here 

to support you in your times of 
need. 

 

If you have joys or concerns to share, you can 
contact the church office or reach out to an Elder or 
Deacon.  If you’d like to share a prayer concern, you 
can contact the Prayer Chain (Sarah Kress, 641-424-
5586).  And if you are in need of emergency pastoral 

care (hospitalizations, severe illness or end of life 
care), please contact 

 

The Rev. Dixie Laube 
Eden Presbyterian Church, Rudd, IA 

Phone:  (612) 812-7942 



 

 

January Birthdays 
 

   January 10  —  Shirley Harmon 
   January 11  —  Perrin Echelberger 
   January 11  —  Letha Steinauer 
   January 18  —  Doug Kennedy 
   January 21  —  Stephanie Ehlers 
   January 22  —  Bob Jones 
   January 24  —  Alice Haynes 
   January 27  —  Joan Bantz 
   January 27  —  Darla Connell 
   January 27  —  Doris Smith 

Lighthouse Kids Returns in 2022! 

Sunday, January 9th 
 

We’re excited to announce that Lighthouse Kids 
is coming back in January!  But with a twist. 

 

We’ll be meeting AFTER WORSHIP! 
 

Just have the kids run down to the Fellowship Hall after 
worship and we’ll spend some time exploring how to 

shine our light in the world.  We’ll continue to read our 
Everybody Always stories and about caring for others, 

and making a difference in the world. 

Late Night Book Club 

Mondays @ 9:00 pm - Starting January 10 
 

It’s your LAST CHANCE to sign up for our book club 
discussion on “Hallelujah Anyway” by Anne Lamott. 

 

If you are interested in joining us on this adventure, 
email nate.ruge@gmail.com by January 9.  We have a 
limited amount of books available to purchase for $5. 

 

In the book we’ll explore where to find 
meaning in life, by "facing a great big 
mess, especially the great big mess of 
ourselves."  We’ll hear how it's up to 
each of us to recognize the presence 

and importance of mercy 
everywhere—"within us and outside 
us, all around us"—and to use it to 

forge a deeper understanding of 
ourselves and more honest 

connections with each other. 
 

During weekly ZOOM get-togethers we’ll explore a 
chapter each week and share what jumped out to us. 

CONNECT Youth Group - Movie Night 
Wednesday, January 12 @ 7:00 pm 

“Ron’s Gone Wrong” on Disney+ 

 

Join us as we explore where movies and faith  
intertwine.  All you have to do is watch the movie at 
home and then come hang out as we talk about it.  

Snow Tubing 

Sunday, January 23rd - COST $20 
  

If you like sledding, 
you’ll love snow tubing! 

 

Imagine the thrill of riding 
down a long snowy hill without 

having to walk back up! 
   

We’ll leave the church parking lot at 1:00 pm. 
Be sure to bring snacks and some $ for McDonald’s. 

We’ll leave at 6 pm, eat dinner and head back home! 
  

Any questions please call Nate @ 641-424-4273 

Please Keep the Following People 
in Your Prayers: 

 

+  Gordon Wickwire, father of Nancy Beenken 
 

+  Steve Ehlers 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Gene Kuehn 
 

+  Shirley Dean 


