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WELCOME 
 

INTROIT   
 Light two candles to watch for Messiah, let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 
  

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 Last Sunday we lit the first candle—the candle of HOPE.  

Today we continue to Advent journey in search of PEACE. 

The prophet Isaiah says, 

“They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of God, as the water covers the sea.” 
  

  The Second Candle of Advent is lit 
  

We light this candle for PEACE.  

Because the world is broken and the wait is long, but we refuse to be frozen by fear.  

Peace comes in fits and starts— 

a deep breath  

a courageous truth  

a humble heart.  

“Prepare the way,” she whispers, “for the Lord comes to make the broken whole.”  
  

Let us pray: 

God of hope, God of peace, 

you speak peace into the world through the way of the Christ-child. 

Help us to live as peacemakers that we may be called children of God. 

God of promise, God of peace, into our darkness come. 
  

HYMN       “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 
 

 Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 

 Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 

 Greet One who comes in glory, foretold by ancient story. 

 O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

 He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. 

 His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 

 Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 

 O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace, 

 And tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 

 All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing. 

 O blest in Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
  

 Holy God, through Isaiah and John you sent your word into the wilderness,  

 crying out to repent, seek forgiveness, and prepare the way of the Lord.  

 Now prepare the way in us and in our world for the coming of your living Word,  

 so that all flesh may know your saving grace; through Christ, who is coming to reign.  

 Amen. 

  
  

 
 
 



ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS  
  The God who is coming to be with us in human form, in Christ,  

is a God of infinite mercy.   

 The God who insists on being involved in our world through the Spirit  

brings renewal of life and freedom from guilt.   

 Accept that mercy; receive that life; live in that freedom.   

 In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   

 Thanks be to God. 
  

RESPONSE  
 Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!   

      Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

 Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest!   

      Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 Prepare our hearts, O God, to receive your Word. 

 Silence in us any voice but your own,  

 that, hearing, we may also obey your will; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 40: 1-5  

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  

and cry to her that she has served her term, 

that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the LORD’S hand  

double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
  

ANTHEM         “I Hear the Prophet Callin’”  Pepper Choplin 
  

 I hear the prophet callin’, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

 Come and make straight the way in the desert, a highway for our God. 

 Come and make straight the way in the desert—prepare the way of the Lord. 

 I hear Isaiah callin’, “Fear not, your God has come.” 

 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened; the ears of the deaf will hear. 

 And then the mute will shout for joy—the mute will shout for joy. 

 And the dessert will be joyful and blossom as a rose. 

 We shall rejoice with joy and singing, and see the glory of God. 

 I hear the prophet callin’, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
  

GOSPEL LESSON   Luke 3: 1-6   
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 



“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”  
 

SERMON   “Centers of Power” 
  

HYMN       “We Come as Guests Invited”  
 

 We come as guests invited when Jesus bids us dine, 

 His friends on earth united to share the bread and wine; 

 The bread of life is broken; the wine is freely poured 

 For us, in solemn token of Christ our dying Lord. 
  

 We eat and drink receiving from Christ the grace we need, 

 And in our hearts believing on him by faith we feed; 

 With wonder and thanksgiving for love that knows no end, 

 We find in Jesus living our ever-present friend. 
  

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
      INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 

     THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

       The Lord be with you. 

       And also with you. 

       Lift up your hearts. 

       We lift them to the Lord 

       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

       It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

       It is indeed right to give you all thanks and praise, for in the beginning you made Light.  

       And in this season you give us light that proclaims HOPE— 

       so we pray expecting you to be with us as we remember  

       your coming to the world as a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes. 

       You give us light that proclaims PEACE— 

       we pray for the most war-torn places here and around the world  

       knowing you are in our midst as the Prince of Peace to rule over all nations. 

       You give us light that proclaims JOY— 

       we pray that this table reminds us of the feast that is to come  

       as sure as you are ever-coming into our midst in glory. 

       You give us light that proclaims LOVE— 

       we pray that all come to know your forever-beating heart  

       that summons all your children to this table. 
 

       And so we join with those of every time and place who have watched and waited  

       for your coming, singing the ancient hymn of praise and glory: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might, 

 Heaven and the earth are full, are full of your glory, O Lord. 

 Hosanna, hosanna! How blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

Glory to you in the highest, O God. And glory to your Son, Jesus the Christ,  

       who entered the world through the humblest of means— 

              to engage with the most vulnerable, 

              to love radically, 

              to feast with the outcast. 
 

       As we prepare for his coming, as we celebrate his life, death, and resurrection,  

       we remember that mystery we call faith: 



 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ: dying you destroyed our death;  
Rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus come in glory to reign. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel! Lord Jesus come in glory to reign. 
 

       As we remember Christ in this meal, we also remember those for whom Christ came.  

       Hear our prayers today for . . .   
      

                   Pour out your Holy Spirit, we pray, into our gathering, upon this bread, within this cup. 

       Breathe new life into your people, nourish our longing for justice, 

       deepen our hunger for peace, strengthen us for service, and renew the earth with mercy. 

       Where bodies are wounded or weak, bring healing and wholeness. 

       Where spirits are anxious or grieving, bring comfort and peace. 

       Where minds are troubled or confused, bring serenity and understanding.  
 

       And now with the confidence of children of God,  

       we pray the prayer Christ taught his disciples: 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

     Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

     BREAKING BREAD AND BLESSING THE CUP 

      PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

      and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name! 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

      and do not forget all God’s benefits.  
  

HYMN #105  “People Look East”  (verses 1, 2, & 5) 
 

 People look east.  The time is near of the crowing of the year. 

 Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table. 

 People look east and sing today: Love, the Guest is on the way. 
 

 Furrows be glad.  Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 

 Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 

 People look east and sing today:  Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 

 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 

 Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lod is coming. 

 People look east and sing today:  Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
  

SENDING AND BLESSING 
  

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace. 

 Loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care enfold you. 

 God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace. 
  

POSTLUDE  
________________________________________________________________________ 

  

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Choir of the Kirk, Dennis Lee, director; Camille Lee, piano 

 Kyra Shirk, Will Jellema, Advent Candle lighters and readers 

 The Rev. Paul Collier, pastor 

  


