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ORDINATION & INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS
Sunday, November 14

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY — NOVEMBER 21
Bring your pledge cards to be offered and dedicated

HANGING OF THE GREENS — NOVEMBER 22
Join us decorating the church for the coming season of Advent

A Note from Pastor Paul
Years ago, Claudia and I attended an inter-religious Thanksgiving gathering at a Hindu temple in Austin, Texas. I
remember that thousands of marigold petals had been scattered on a dais where the religious leaders of the
community had gathered.
Each year, at midnight on December 31, people around the world toss colored bits of paper—confetti—into the air.
At many weddings, before the bride processes down the aisle, the path is strewn with rose petals, either real or
artificial.
All of these experiences occurred to me the other day as I was walking to my church office. As
you can see from the two pictures I have added, it looked like the sidewalk was festooned with
confetti in honor of some kind of celebration.
So it seems that the penchant to decorate our environment with bits of color is not unique to
the human creatures, but is built into nature itself. Each year the world marks the turning of the
season with a show of color followed by a shower of natural confetti.
At the risk of sounding too sentimental, or giving human characteristics to nature, it may be that
the earth likes to be treated gently and caressed softly in times of transition and letting go.
There is a hymn (#713 in Glory to God) that says:
Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently,
Nourish the life of the world in our care:
Gift of great wonder, ours to surrender,
Trust for the children tomorrow will bear.
It is a lyrical reminder that we are stewards of this world, not possessors or
exploiters. We are entrusted with the care of this world in gratitude for the gift and in
responsibility to future generations.
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Ordination and Installation
of New Officers
On Sunday, Nov. 14, as part of our worship service
we will ordain and install New Officers in the Class
of 2024.
Deacons:
Doris Smith, Kativa Weitzel, Rose Ziegler
Elders:
Bob Elsbury, Kristen Long, Greg Shirk

Stewardship Dedication Sunday, Nov. 21
Soon you will receive a letter from our Stewardship
Ministry Team, along with a 2022 pledge card. We will
bring our pledge cards to be offered and dedicated on
Sunday, November 21, as part of our Thanksgiving
service. If you know you will not be present at that
service, please send your pledge card in by mail, or
drop it off during church office hours. Thank you!

PALS Group Invitation
The leaves are falling, the temps are dropping, but our
hearts are warmed when we get together with our
PALS. We would love to have you join us at the
Boulder Tap on Friday, November 19th at 5:30 pm.
Please RSVP to Adriana Attleson, 641-494-7429 or
Sarah Kress, 641-424-5586 so that we can confirm
our reservation.

Please Keep the Following People
in Your Prayers:
+ Family and friends of Marjorie Jensen, mother of
Amy Mahaffey, who died on November 1
+ James Suydam, son of Jenny and Caleb Suydam,
recovering after surgery
+ Gordon Wickwire, father of Nancy Beenken,
recovering after a fall
+ Gene Kuehn
+ Shirley Dean

November Birthdays
November 8
November 9
November 10
November 10
November 15
November 17
November 20
November 20
November 21
November 29
November 30
November 30

—
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—

Fred Wendt
Jacob Ullrich
Agnes Esung
Mike Ostrander
Nancy Beenken
Dan Kilborn
Courtney Koenig
Sarah Kress
Mary Markwalter
Greg Shirk
Cal Dorenkamp
Brian Jones

A Note from the Mission Ministry Team
The Mission Committee sends a big thank you to all
who donated coats, jackets, and personal items. We
have made two runs to contribute to the coat rack in
front of St. John’s Episcopal. As the weather cools, the
need for warm coats increases. Please, keep those
coats, mittens, hats, and personal items coming!

Everybody Always for Kids
This year our families are spending time reading
stories from Bob Goff about how loving everybody,
always can change the world.
Each week, families will
receive conversation starters
to focus on how kids can be
themselves, care for others,
and make a difference.

My Grandfather’s Blessings
Adult Forum - Sundays @ 9:15 am
Everyone is welcome to join us this fall
as we return to forum discussions with
readings from “My Grandfather's
Blessings” by Rachel Naomi Remen.
With the lower temps we will plan to meet in the
Friendship Room where there will be chairs provided.
But don’t forget to bring your morning cup of choice.

Upcoming Stories
November 14 - The Swimmer
Sunday, November 28

Hanging of the Greens
Monday, November 22 @ 6:00 pm
Come join us on Monday evening as we spend
some time together decorating the church
and celebrating the coming season of Advent.
Hot Cocoa and Cider will be available, too!

Join us after worship on Sunday, November 28
and see what ways your household can celebrate
the season of Advent. You can...
Hang a Chrismon Ornament on the tree
Explore all of our Advent Devotionals options
Pick up a set of Advent Coloring Pages
Grab an Advent Calendar for your family
Or just enjoy a Christmas Cookie
However you plan to celebrate the season, join us as
we embark on the journey of Advent together.

Advent Vespers
Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Even though the Bible Study group is not
meeting in-person, here are the
lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks:
November 17
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37
November 24
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36

Thank you very much for remembering us on the
death of Kent’s mother Eunice Mechler. The cards,
flowers and memorial gifts were greatly appreciated.
Heidi & Kent Mechler

Sundays @ 6:00 pm (ZOOM)
beginning November 28
Each Sunday during Advent,
we’ll be gathering on Sunday
evenings for a short
Vespers service on ZOOM.
In the service, we’ll hear
a scripture reading, listen to
music together and reflect
on the Advent themes of
HOPE, PEACE, LOVE, and JOY.
A link will be emailed out on Sunday afternoons
with an invitation for all to join.

