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ADVENT FAIR — SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28
Explore a variety of ways to enjoy the Season of Advent

ADVENT VESPERS
Join us on Sundays at 6:00 pm on ZOOM

PLEDGE CARDS
Please return your pledge card if you have not already

A Note from Pastor Paul
[These words were written ten years ago, but they seem even more apt now.]
Do you ever feel restless? Not just impatient. Not the kind of restless impatience that can make you think that the
person ahead of you at the drive-through ATM must be re-financing their mortgage, or that the person in line ahead of
you at Hy-Vee must be stocking up their survivalist bunker for a catastrophe. Not that kind of restless.
Do you ever feel the kind of restlessness that says, “Things are not the way they should be; things should be
different.” Whether it is a voice that haunts you in the night reminding you that your life has not turned out exactly as
you had planned, or a voice that haunts you through the newspaper and television reminding us that for all the
progress being made in the world, there are still hungry children, broken homes, political prisoners, needless suffering
and death. This is the kind of restlessness that is dissatisfied with the world the way it is, and not willing to settle for
the injustice and inhumanity and apathy, the loneliness and abuse.
This is actually a kind of holy restlessness. And it is why we need the season of Advent. Advent is more than just the
countdown of the days to the joyful extravaganza of Christmas. It is a season of holy restlessness. It is a season that
focuses our thought on the tension between the promises of God—promises of peace and well-being and deep joy—
and the haunting feeling that we are still far from the Promised Land, still in search of the promised peace that the
Messiah is bringing.
We need the season of Advent, because we need that sense of holy restlessness that guards against accepting the
world as it is, and against a settled contentment with our own lives. Advent challenges us to be on the alert for signs
that a restless God is still at work in us and in our world, a God who cannot just leave us alone, a God who still has
hopes and dreams for us and for our communities and our world. Advent invites us to pray the great prayer to God
that opens The Confessions of Augustine: “You have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it comes to
rest in you.”
I invite you to observe a holy and restless Advent as we look for the always-coming Christ.
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Advent Vespers

“Santa for Seniors”

Each Sunday during the season of Advent, we will
hold an Advent Vespers service by Zoom.
We will gather at 6:00 pm, light a candle, hear a
reading, hymn, and prayers, and also have a moment
to share our thoughts about hope, peace, joy, and
love. This is a way of sharing Advent with each other
and especially with those who may not be able to join
us in person on Sunday mornings. Look for the link
and join us for a brief Advent devotion to bring your
Sunday to a close.

Elderbridge Agency on Aging and Community Action in
Cerro Gordo are partnering to bring some Christmas
cheer to low-income senior citizens of Cerro Gordo
County and are seeking community members to
provide wrapped gifts for these seniors.

Session Notes
The Session met October 28, 2021 in a Stated Meeting.
Formal actions included:
1) Designating November 14, 2021 for the Ordination
and Installation of Elders and Deacons.
2) Hiring Hogan Hansen Accounting firm to conduct a
financial review of the congregation.
3) Designating the team of Pastor Paul and Sarah
Kress to pursue negotiations concerning a start-up
youth dance studio’s request to use the church’s
facility.

Each senior that is looking to be adopted will request
their needs and wants; this information will be used
when purchasing a gift. Due to confidentiality, names
cannot be disclosed. Gifts need to be wrapped and
ready to go when they are dropped off to the following
address:
North Iowa Community Action Organization
Attn: Lori Brandt
100 1st Street NW, Suite 140
Mason City, IA 50401
To ensure gifts reach the seniors in time for Christmas,
the designated dates and times to drop off will be
December 6th, 2021 from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, and
December 7th, 2021 from 8:30 am – 12:00 pm.
If you are interested in adopting a senior, please
contact Lori Brandt at North Iowa Community Action
Organization at 641-423-7766 or email Lori at
lbrandt@nicao-online.org.

David Little, Clerk of Session

November / December Birthdays
Pledge Cards
Our Stewardship Ministry Team does a great job
each year planning our fiscal year. It is a difficult task,
and in order to make wise decisions, they need the
most accurate information, so they know what can be
expected in terms of congregational support. You can
help them tremendously by returning your pledge
card promptly, if you have not already.

2022 Pledges
Those wishing to prepay 2022 pledges may do so by
issuing a check dated and postmarked
prior to December 31, 2021.
Checks can be mailed prior to December 31st or
may be brought to the church office
before noon on January 6, 2022.
Please note on your check the amount to be applied
to your 2022 stewardship pledge and/or per capita
pledge. Thank you!

November 29 — Greg Shirk
November 30 — Cal Dorenkamp
November 30 — Brian Jones
December 3
December 6
December 7
December 8
December 8
December 11
December 12
December 13
December 13
December 13
December 15
December 21
December 28
December 29
December 30

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Carly Seeck
Penny Anderson
Rusty Davenport
Sam Arickx
Adriana Attleson
Paige Echelberger
Suzanne Hofstrand
Britney Davis
Bill Jellema
Carol Kelly
Carol Foster
Lynn Ullrich
Kativa Weitzel
Jerry McArthur
Merritt Balmer

Poinsettias
Sunday, November 28
Join us after worship on Sunday, November 28
and see what ways your household can celebrate
the season of Advent. You can...
Hang a Chrismon Ornament on the tree
Explore all of our Advent Devotionals options
Pick up a set of Advent Coloring Pages
Grab an Advent Calendar for your family
Or just enjoy a Christmas Cookie

If you would like to decorate the
church sanctuary with a poinsettia
during this year’s Advent and
Christmas season, you may deliver
your plant anytime during church
office hours (8:30 am to 4:30 pm).
Please let the church office know by noon on
Thursday, December 16 if you are giving a poinsettia
in honor or memory of a loved one, so the information
can be included in the Christmas bulletin.

However you plan to celebrate the season, join us as
we embark on the journey of Advent together.

CONNECT Youth Group - Movie Night
Wednesday, December 8 @ 7:00 pm
Join us as we explore where movies and faith
intertwine. All you have to do is watch the movie at
home and then come hang out as we talk about it.

Wayne Opheim passed away on Sunday,
November 21. A Celebration of Life for Wayne
will be held in the spring of 2022.

Please Keep the Following People
in Your Prayers:
+ Family and friends of Wayne Opheim, who
passed away on November 21
+ Gordon Wickwire, father of Nancy Beenken
+ Gene Kuehn
+ Shirley Dean

Adult Forum News
Beginning Sunday, November 28, we will be using
“Advent in Plain Sight,” a devotional for Advent/
Epiphany. If you have a book, it’s time to start reading
the daily devotions. Books are otherwise available in
the church office or at class. We would love to add
your voice to these discussions.
“At Christmas, God came into the world in the form of
a child, and still today is working through the ordinary
stuff of life if we train our eyes to see. ‘Advent in Plain
Sight’ draws readers’ attention to 10 ordinary objects
that appear in the biblical narrative of messianic
prophecy and incarnation.”
Sunday, Nov. 29: “Gates” (Facilitator: Paula Warren)
Advent is positional on the threshold between what is
and what will be. What symbolism do gates, doorways
and passageways hold for you?
Contact Yvonne Addis for more information.

Bible Study Readings
Even though the Bible Study group is
not meeting in-person, here are the
lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks:
December 1
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
December 8
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

The church office will be closed
on Thursday, November 25.

