
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
November 28, 2021                                                                             1st Sunday of Advent 

 

WELCOME 
 

INTROIT   
 Light one candle to watch for Messiah, let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Today we begin the Advent journey in search of HOPE.  

 In this season we prepare for the coming of Christ. 

Christ is always coming,  

always entering a troubled world, a wounded heart.  

The light from these candles grows stronger each Sunday in Advent 

to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world. 
 

The First Advent Candle is lit 
 

We light this candle for HOPE,  

because the world is broken and the wait is long  

but hope just won’t let go.  

Hope makes space for all our longings  

lingers on the edge of harsh reality  

like the dawn gently awakening the sky.  

“Keep awake,” she whispers, “for the world is being made new.”  
 

Let us pray: 

God of Hope, out of death you bring life. 

Renew us in hope, so that we may be alert 

to the dawning of Christ’s advent among us. 

God of promise, God of hope, 

into our darkness come.  Amen. 
 

HYMN        “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
 

 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

 From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

 Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the world thou art. 

 Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

 Born they people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

 Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

 By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
 

God our maker, we confess that we are not ready to meet you. 

We study the trends of our times and ignore the signs of your reign. 

We trust in things that pass away and forget your eternal promises. 

Forgive us, God of grace.  Strengthen us, by your hand, 

so that we may be ready for that day when you come to reign in glory; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS  
Every valley shall be lifted up and every hill made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level  

and the rough places shall become a plain. 

That is how God deals with our lives.   

So I declare to you, in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 
  

RESPONSE    
 Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!   

      Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

 Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest!   

      Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (Unison) 

 O God, you speak to us in so many ways:  

 through the voices of children, in the stirrings of our hearts,  

 in the silence of the still night.  

 By your Spirit, speak to us now  

 through the Word read and proclaimed  

 that we may hear and respond to your call. Amen. 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING   Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 

spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days 

Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 

called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 

ANTHEM         “O Come, Emmanuel”   arr. Dave and Jean Perry 
  

 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  

 that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appears. 

 Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to the, O Israel. 
  

 O come thou wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 

 to us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go.  
 Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall ransom captive Israel. 
  

GOSPEL READING  Luke 21: 25-36 

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 

foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when 

these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near.” 

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they 

sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when 

you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, 

this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away. 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it 



will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you 

may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son 

of Man.” 
   

SERMON     “Let Candles Be Brought”    
 

HYMN        “The Days Are Surely Coming” 
 

 The days are surely coming, says God to all the earth, 

 When you will see my promise: salvation come to birth. 

 My righteousness and justice will spread throughout the land 

 And you will be delivered by my almighty hand. 
 

 The days are surely coming, says Christ, the promised one, 

 When you will read my warning in moon and stars and sun. 

 Though earth and heaven tremble, stand up and do not fear, 

 For I am your redeemer, and I am drawing near. 
 

 The days are surely coming when we will know at last 

 The fullness of God’s presence, God’s promise, come to pass. 

 Then righteousness and justice will spread throughout the land 

 And we will be delivered by God’s almighty hand. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
Hope of the world, 

 you open your hand and fill our lives with good things. 

 Bless the gifts we bring, that together we might plant seeds of hope  

 in the lives of those who hunger for righteousness and justice. 

 Bless our lives that we might bear your light and love 

 into all the communities in which we live and move.  Amen. 
 

HYMN         “May the God of Hope Go With Us” 
 

 May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

 May the God of justice speed us on our way, bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

 Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all. 

 Working for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
 

SENDING AND BLESSING 
Be people of hope. 

Let hope live in your heart and share the hope of Christ with all you meet. 

Share hope by noticing someone else’s humanity. 

Share hope by listening to someone’s story.  

Share hope by praying for our world. 

In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share hope. 

As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations,  

may the God of hope go with you, this day and always. Amen. 



 

RESPONSE 
 God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in hope. 

Loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care enfold you. 

 God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in hope. 
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