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ALL SAINTS DAY — SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31
Remembering the saints who have passed away this past year

PUMPKIN CARVING — SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31
Stick around after worship for pumpkin carving, apple crisp and hot cider!

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY — NOVEMBER 21
“Recognizing God’s Grace - Acknowledging Gifts, Seen and Unseen”

A Note from Pastor Paul
You may know that the state of Iowa is in the process of welcoming up to 700 families relocating from Afghanistan.
It has been a core value of our faith tradition to welcome and provide for the stranger in our communities.
After much thought and discussion, our Mission Ministry Team has concluded that we can best help by giving our
assistance to those who are already working with the Afghan refugee families being resettled in Des Moines and Cedar
Rapids.
Two non-profit organizations are currently setting up apartments and providing other social services—The US
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, and Catholic Charities. There are several ways we can support their work,
and help provide for our new neighbors.
If you would like to donate funds, which will be used to purchase much-needed items and provide support staff, you
can drop a check in the “Afghan Refugee Support” box in the narthex of the church. Please make your check to First
Presbyterian Church, but note that it is for Afghan refugee support. You can also visit the website of USCRI
(https://refugees.org/uscri-des-moines) or Catholic Charities (https://www.catholiccharitiesdm.org) and make a
donation directly.
If you would like to make a donation for Afghans who are still in Afghanistan, you can visit this link
(https://Justiceforimmigrants.org/afghanistan/), and find “How the Public Can Help,” and click on “CRS in Afghanistan”
to donate.
While you are at the website of Catholic Charities, you can find information about opportunities for service, if you
are able to travel to Des Moines. We are also considering a possible day-mission trip to Des Moines if the opportunity
arises. Stay tuned for more details.
Finally, you are especially encouraged to visit the Amazon Smiles page of Catholic Charities
(https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/ZRPZNXBAL3MV/ref=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl), where you can select from a wide
array of items needed. Your purchases will be sent to the Catholic Charities warehouse in Des Moines.
Whether or not you are able to contribute funds or other resources, we all can pray for these families that they will
find a welcome and the support they need as they enter a strange new culture and make a new life for their families.
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing
it.” (Hebrews 13: 2)
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New Officers
On Sunday, October 24, the congregation elected new
officers to lead us. As a reminder, we are in the
process of downsizing both the Session and the Board
of Deacons from 12 to 9 members. So, for the next
three years we will elect three instead of four to each
new class.
New Elders (Class of 2024) are:
Bob Elsbury, Kristen Long, and Greg Shirk.
New Deacons (Class of 2024) are:
Doris Smith, Kativa Weitzel, and Rose Ziegler.
Please let these people know that you will be praying
for and supporting them as they lead our
congregation.

Bob McCoy Memorial Service
Long-time member Dr. Bob McCoy died Sunday,
October 17, in Ankeny. A memorial service will be
held here at First Presbyterian on Saturday, October
30, at 11:00 am. The McCoy family is asking that all
who attend please wear a mask.

All Saints
We will be observing All Saints
Sunday on October 31 during our
10:30 worship time. This is when
we name and give thanks to God
for those who have died in the past
year. We will also celebrate the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

A Note from the Building and Properties
Ministry Team
The Building and Properties Team and Session have
been concerned about the security of our church for
the past few years. This has prompted us to hire
Central Lock to install a security system at the office
door and change the locks on all the entry doors. This
security system will give the church secretary the
ability to see and communicate with visitors on the
outside of the office door via a video and audio system
in her office. She will be able to unlock the door
without leaving her desk. The purpose of this is to
make sure out staff and anyone in the building is safe.
On Wednesday, November 3, the locks to all entry
doors will be changed. This means that if you have a
key to get into the church, it will no longer work. We
have ordered a limited number of entry keys to be
given to staff and committee chairs that need them for
meetings and projects. Please understand that
everyone that has a key now may not be given a new
key. Our church secretary will be keeping track of
the new keys but she will not be in charge of
assigning them.
We ask that you turn in your existing key to the office
after November 3. Please contact the church office if
you cannot return your old key. A list of names has
been compiled for those determined necessary for
having a new key. Heidi will have this list for handing
out the keys. Please be responsible for your new key
and return it to the church office when you no longer
need it.

Stewardship Campaign
Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Even though the Bible Study group is not
meeting in-person, here are the
lectionary readings for the next 3 weeks:
November 3
1 Kings 17:8-16; Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44
November 10
Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25; Mark 13:1-8

“Recognizing God's Grace in Things Seen and Unseen”
is next year's Stewardship campaign. Grace is always
at work in our lives and next
year will present us with new
challenges and possibilities.
During this time, we will be
given every opportunity for our
faith to strengthen and our hearts to open. The best
way to acknowledge this is through generous loving
and our continued generous giving. Letters will be
going out soon, so please prayerfully consider how you
will respond. Dedication Sunday is November 21.
Thank you.

Everybody Always for Kids
This year our families are spending time reading
stories from Bob Goff about how loving everybody,
always can change the world.
Each week, families will
receive conversation starters
to focus on how kids can be
themselves, care for others,
and make a difference.
Upcoming Stories
October 31 - Building Schools
November 7 - The Swimmer
November 14 - Connecting the Dots

Pumpkin Carving
Sunday, October 31 @ 11:30 am
Stick around after worship for some fall fun!
We’ll have pumpkins available for carving or painting
along with some fun fall games for all ages. Don’t
forget to grab some apple crisp and ice cream, too!

My Grandfather’s Blessings
Adult Forum - Sundays @ 9:15 am
Everyone is welcome to join us this fall
as we return to forum discussions with
readings from “My Grandfather's
Blessings” by Rachel Naomi Remen.
With the lower temps we will plan to meet in the
Friendship Room where there will be chairs provided.
But don’t forget to bring your morning cup of choice.

November Birthdays
Wednesday, November 3 @ 7:00 pm
Let’s try something new!
Each month let’s pick out a movie to watch on our
own at home and then meet up to talk about it.
When we get together, we can share our favorite
parts and talk about where we see faith in the movies.

NETFLIX - The Mitchells vs. the Machines

November 1
November 3
November 4
November 4
November 8
November 9
November 10
November 10
November 15
November 17
November 20
November 20
November 21
November 29
November 30
November 30

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Huxton Weitzel
Christina Jellema
Paul Arickx
Deb Hudson
Fred Wendt
Jacob Ullrich
Agnes Esung
Mike Ostrander
Nancy Beenken
Dan Kilborn
Courtney Koenig
Sarah Kress
Mary Markwalter
Greg Shirk
Cal Dorenkamp
Brian Jones

Please keep the following people
in your prayers:
+ Family and friends of Dr. Bob McCoy, who died
on October 17
+ Family and friends of Eunice Mechler, mother-inlaw of Heidi Mechler, who died on October 19
+ Gordon Wickwire, father of Nancy Beenken,
recovering after a fall
+ David Gooch, recovering after surgery
+ Amy Mahaffey’s mother
+ Gene Kuehn
+ Shirley Dean

Mission Ministry Team Update
Beginning November 1, the Mission Ministry Team will
be collecting gently-used winter coats, mittens, and
hats for St John’s Episcopal coat project. These items
are for all ages and sizes. Please bring your items to
the church office. Mittens and hats are especially
needed. Thank you for your continued support of
this worthwhile local mission project!

Thank you to the following people for helping at the
funeral luncheon on October 9 for Margie Schmidt:
Ann Hanes, Carol Kelly, Kara Ruge and Jerry Stephens.
Thank you also to Linda Little, Laureen Jellema and Jill
Thoreson for furnishing bars or cookies.
Thank you to the following people who helped at the
funeral luncheon on October 23 for Dolly Hanna:
Adriana Attleson, Judy Dunker, Bob Elsbury, Ann
Hanes, Carol Kelly, Jerry Stephens and Jackie Wendt.
Thank you also to Claudia Collier, Sarah Kress,
Kara Ruge and Brenda Winter for furnishing bars.

Moment for Legacy Giving
Each year we have had Wills Emphasis Sunday to talk
about how our church benefits from members having
the church in their will. The term, Wills Emphasis, has
changed to Legacy Giving to reflect that a gift through
a will has a lasting benefit to the life of the church.
In 2017 we put together a Bequest Booklet to preserve
the stories of people that have given bequests to the
church since the Special Needs and Endowment
Committee began its work in 1986. Even then it was at
times a struggle to find information about some of
these individuals.
This year there is a new edition of the Bequest Booklet
to include Terry MacGregor who left a bequest to the
church in 2020. Terry’s gift to the church has been
placed in the Servant Endowment Fund. The
endowment principal cannot be spent, but it will both
grow in value and provide ongoing quarterly interest
income that is unrestricted in its use. That income
goes to the Undesignated Special Needs Fund for
specials needs beyond the church's budget. Gifts of all
sizes have been responsible for the growth of the
endowment funds.
As we have celebrated in the past, the bequests from
Bonnie McCoy, Hobe and Donna Duncan, Safford and
Lena Lock and others, we are now grateful to Terry
MacGregor for this gift to our church. These are gifts
that keep on giving.
The booklets are in the pew racks for you to take
home and look through. The design creation was done
by church member Donna Lee Olson. We thank her
for sharing these wonderful skills. In looking through
the Bequest Booklet, you will find some names that
may be familiar in the life of the church, but you will
also find stories of individuals that you haven’t heard
of and whose stories you may want to ponder.
Marie Mendenhall taught school in Mason City from
1924 until her retirement in 1969. Ann Hanes had her
as a math teacher at Monroe Junior High School. In all
those years, Marie never joined our church, but she
attended worship and some church activities. After
retirement, Marie moved to California and died in
1990. She left a bequest to the church in her will.

Thank you for the cards, prayers and phone calls to
Dad the last couple of years. For 63 years, First
Presbyterian was “home to them” and still home for
Janice and me. Thank you for your friendship.

As you read through the booklet, there are stories that
seem to indicate a significant role of the church in that
person’s life. But there are others, like Marie, where
the significance of the church either at the time or
even later is not clear. A fact that all of us can think
about in how we touch people’s lives.

Alan Opheim

Diane Trimble

