
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
 

 This is a repeat of an article from a few years ago.  But, as we approach Stewardship Season, it bears repeating. 
 I remember once, years ago, when Claudia and I were out to eat in a restaurant, and just as we were finishing our 
dinner our friends John and Marilyn Heslip came in.  We chatted for a few minutes, and as they found their table, we 
went to pay for our meal—only to find out our check had already been paid by the Heslips.  It was a small thing, but it 
made a big impression on us, and we vowed to do the same thing every now and then. 
 And we have discovered that it feels good to give.  There is something inexplicably satisfying in giving that goes 
beyond making a payment in order to get something in return.  The best return is the joy of giving itself. 
 But there is even more to this giving dynamic. 
 You know that every once in a while, I like to mention the “Jim Seeck Challenge.”  Following up on something he 
once heard from Dave Feltman, Jim challenged us to never let the offering plate pass by without putting something in, 
no matter how small.  But this challenge has to do with more than just getting a few extra bucks for the church.  It has 
to do with rehearsing and exercising the joy of giving in a general sense. 
 Actually, this challenge should apply more broadly than the offering plate on Sunday morning.  Anytime there is an 
opportunity to give, we should, if we are able, give something.  It is an exercise not only in generosity, but also in letting 
go.  It is an exercise in holding to our possessions with a light grip, ready at any moment to release whatever we have 
so that it goes to work for the benefit of a larger world.  This is truly what it means to be stewards of what God has 
given us.  And once you get in the habit of giving in small amounts, once you appreciate the joy of giving, it is a short 
step to serious, sacrificial giving. 
 The satisfaction that comes from the joy of giving brings us closer to the giving nature of the “God whose giving 
knows no ending.” 

Inside this Issue 

NEWSLETTER 

September 27, 2021        Vol. 61  No. 17 

www.fpc-mc.com  |  100 South Pierce Avenue, Mason City, IA  |  (641) 424-4273  |  firstpresbymc@gmail.com 

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS SPECIAL OFFERING 
Sunday, October 3  —  Addressing conflict and injustice around the world 
 

FAMILY HOME COMMUNION 
Sunday, October 3  —  World Communion Sunday 
 

MAQUOKETA CAVES TRIP  —  October 10 
Middle and high schoolers are invited to explore the great outdoors 



 

 

Family Home Communion 
 

Many of our families with children have been unable 
to join us for in-person worship on Sundays for over a 

year and a half now.  As a way of helping us stay 
connected, we will present a special edition of Pastor 
Paul’s Moment with Children 
this week, remembering the 

meaning of communion, how it 
is about using these elements to 

remember the life and death 
and resurrection of Jesus.  And 

we’ll invite families to share in communion in their 
own homes.  Claudia Collier has prepared special small 

loaves of bread for each family, and Nate will be 
distributing them with juice—a kind of home 

communion kit—this week so that our families with 
children can celebrate this sacrament on World 

Communion Sunday, October 3. 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
meeting in-person, here are the 

lectionary readings for the next 3 weeks: 
 

October 6 
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Psalm 90:12-17 
Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31 

 

October 13 
Isaiah 53:4-12; Psalm 91:9-16 

Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45 

Notes from the Mission Ministry Team 
 

The Mission Ministry Team 
sends a grateful thank you to 

our anonymous mission donor.  
Your generous gift has been 

donated to four local non-profits- Beds for Kids at the 
First United Methodist Church, Adult Daycare at the 

Salvation Army, Mason City Habitat for Humanity, and 
personal items at St. John’s Episcopal Church.  Your 

donation has allowed us to earmark our 2022 
rummage sale proceeds for international projects.  

Thank you for your generous support! 
 

Please continue to bring personal items for the needy.  
The basket is outside the church office.  We thank you 

for your continued support of this mission project. 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 
 

Every year, at the time of the celebration of World 
Communion Sunday, we receive one of the special 

offerings of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  A gift to 
the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the 

church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing 
systems of conflict and injustice across the world.  

Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up 
to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global 

witness of Christ's peace. Address Change 
 

Darrell & Susan Fisher and Mike & Lisa 
Ahrens have moved.  Their new 

addresses are listed below: 
 

  Darrell & Susan Fisher   Mike & Lisa Ahrens 
  2205 2nd St. SW   #347   806 Kingfisher Drive 
  Rochester, MN  55902   Norwalk, IA  50211 
 

  Phone: 507-289-0923 

 
 

 
A big thank you to the following members who were 

part of the 75 woman/men who spent hours of pricing 
the donated Fisher rummage items: 

Kathy & Jerry Stephens, Becky Smith, Claudia & Paul 
Collier, Nancy Beenken, Jill Thoreson, Doris Smith, 

Sarah & Bob Kress, Teri Elsbury, John Henry, and Don 
Hofstrand.  Thanks to your efforts we’re ready for next 

year’s blowout rummage sale.  

St. Peter Lutheran Church Fall Festival 
 

St. Peter Lutheran Women in 
Rockwell are sponsoring a Fall Festival 
on Saturday, October 16.  There will 
be vendors, bake sale, silent auction 

and lunch (11:00 am to 1:00 pm, 
Dine-in or Carry-out).  You are invited 

to join in the fun and fellowship! 



 

 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Family and friends of Dolly Hanna, who died 
    on September 26 
 

+  Family and friends of Earl Opheim, who died 
    on September 23 
 

+  Family and friends of Margie Schmidt, who died 
    on September 5 
 

+  Amy Mahaffey’s mother 
 

+  Bob McCoy 
 

+  Gene Kuehn 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

 
 
 

 

The October/November/December “These Days” 
daily devotionals are available in the church office 

and on the table in the Narthex. 

Maquoketa Caves Trip 

Sunday, October 10 @ 1:00 pm  

 

Echo... Echo... Echo... 
Calling all Middle and High 

School students! 
 

We’re headed down south  
to explore the great outdoors 

at the Maquoketa Caves.  
We’ll meet at the park @ 

1:00 pm and explore God’s 
creation while talking about 

time and change. 

Everybody Always for Kids 
 

This year our families are spending time reading 
stories from Bob Goff about how loving everybody, 

always can change the world. 
 

Each week, families will  
receive conversation starters 
to focus on how kids can be 
themselves, care for others, 

and make a difference. 
 

Upcoming Stories 
October 3 - Carol’s Parade 

October 10 - Skydiving 
October 17 - My Bucket 

October 24 - Building Schools 
October 31 - The Swimmer 

Pumpkin Carving 
Sunday October 31 @ 11:30 am 

 

We'll provide the pumpkins, and clean up the mess! 
Be sure to grab some apple crisp and ice cream, too 

Tailgate Party  
 

Thanks to everybody who was able to join us  
on Sunday for our Church Tailgate Party! 

October Birthdays 
 

October   4  —  Paul Hertzel 
October   7  —  Diane Trimble 
October 11  —  Laura Little 
October 15  —  Heather Hertzel 
October 16  —  Lisa Mayberry 
October 17  —  Kyra Shirk 
October 19  —  Karl Laudner 
October 19  —  Amy Mahaffey 


