
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
 

 For many years now, one of the most delightful of all the simple joys of summer in the Collier household has been 
the making and savoring of gazpacho.  In case you are not familiar with gazpacho, it is a late summer chilled soup made 
from fresh, home-grown tomatoes, cucumber, onion, fresh herbs, olive oil, and Pastor Paul’s secret ingredient (don’t 
even ask).  The richness of the tomato, the coolness of the cucumber, the mild bite of the onion, the gentle hint of the 
herbs, and the mystique of the secret ingredient—it comes close to being a religious experience. 
 The key ingredient is, of course, fresh, vine-ripened, home-grown tomatoes.  Even the best store-bought tomatoes 
just do not do the trick.  And don’t even think about canned. 
 But here is an odd thing. 
 In terms of tomato production in the Collier’s container garden—this was a terrible year!  Our cherry tomatoes did 
well enough, but the large tomatoes were slow to ripen, and even then, they were hard and almost tasteless.  Whether 
it was the dry conditions or faulty gardening skills, we did not produce enough useable tomatoes for a good batch of 
gazpacho.  So, I had given up on experiencing this late summer delight.  Another in a long list of disappointments this 
year. 
 But, as often happens, we were graced by the kindness of friends.  In addition to some scrumptious red and yellow 
cherry tomatoes from Carol Meindl, Kent Mechler shared some of the bounty of his garden.  We were beneficiaries of a 
timeless law of gardening—gardens (at least those of competent gardeners) often produce more than the gardener can 
consume.  Gardens have a built-in mechanism for nudging us toward generosity. 
 And so from the generosity of others who shared their tomatoes with us, and in spite of our inability to produce 
tomatoes on our own, last week we were able to enjoy some of the best gazpacho ever. 
 It all reminds me of something that Walter Brueggemann likes to call “gifted-ness.”  It is an awareness that not only 
the best things, like gazpacho, but all things in this world, all things in our lives are given to us.  We are neither self-
made, nor self-sustaining.  Our very existence, life itself, is given as gift.  When we worship, when we adopt a life-
posture of gratitude and praise, when we savor the graces of daily life that we did not create but receive—we 
acknowledge the gifted-ness of life.  And we locate the source of that gift in the grace of God.  We move from living life 
in terms of consuming and controlling into a life of grace and gratitude and generosity. 
 These all look to you to give them their food in due season.  When you open your hand, they are filled with good 
things.  Bless the Lord, O my soul!  (Psalm 104:27, 28, 35) 
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SMALL GROUP GATHERINGS 
Check your email for a Zoom invitation with a link to participate 
 

FALL SERMON SERIES 
Sermons related to the Matthew 25 Invitation 
 

AFTER CHURCH TAILGATE PARTY 
Sunday, September 26 at 11:30 am 



 

 

Small Group Gatherings 
 

On three Wednesday evenings in September, you are 

invited to join members of our church family for a 

Zoom gathering and conversation about where we 

have come in the past 14 years and some hopes and 

dreams for the future of this congregation. 

We have divided the congregation alphabetically by 

last name. You are encouraged to attend on the 

evening of your group.  Here is the schedule: 
 

September 15—last names A—G 

September 22—last names H—M 

September 29—last names N—Z 
 

Each gathering will begin at 7:00 pm. We will send out 

a link to the gathering each week by email.  You are 

encouraged to attend on the night of your letter 

assignment, but if that does not work out for you, 

please feel free to join us when you are able.  And 

please note the correction to previous notices—the 

final gathering will be on Wednesday, September 29. 

Fall Sermon Series 
 

Through the month of October, Pastor Paul will be 
presenting a series of sermons from the Gospel of 

Matthew, particularly as the they relate to the 
Matthew 25 Invitation.  This is an initiative among 

churches in the Presbyterian Church (USA) to revitalize 
our congregations by looking more outward than 

inward, and becoming more actively engaged in our 
communities.  If you would like to read the gospel 

texts ahead of the Sunday sermons, here is the 
schedule: 

 

September 19—Matthew 10: 40-42 
 

September 26—Matthew 13: 1-9 
 

October 3—Matthew 13: 24-30 
 

October 10—Matthew 14: 13-21 
 

October 17—Guest Preacher 
 

October 24—Matthew 16: 13-20 
 

October 31—Matthew 5: 1-12 

Session Notes 
 

The Session met August 26, 2021 in a Stated Meeting. 
 

The following action was taken: 
 

1)  Approved Session-Designated Mission fund 
disbursements as follows:  $500 to the United 

Methodist “Beds for Children” program supporting 
needs thru Crisis Intervention, $500 to Habitat for 
Humanity—North Central Iowa, $500 to Salvation 
Army Day Care, and $500 to St. John’s Episcopal 

Church’s program for personal need items. 
2)  Previously approved rummage and craft sales are 

delayed from Fall 2021 to undetermined future dates. 
3)  Approved the Transfer of Membership for 

Lindsey Swartwood to St. James Lutheran Church, 
Mason City, IA. 

4)  Approved the Sacrament of Communion for 
children and families to be served via Zoom on 

October 3, 2021. 
5)  Rescheduled Communion from November 7, 2021 

worship to October 31, 2021 (All Saints’). 
6)  As a congregation, First Presbyterian Church will 

join the Matthew 25 program of PCUSA. 
7)  Approve $1,000 in memorial funds for the planter/

steeple cross project. 
 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

 
 
 

 

The October/November/December “These Days” 
daily devotionals are available in the church office 

and on the table in the Narthex. 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
meeting in-person, here are the 

lectionary readings for the next 3 weeks: 
 

September 15 
Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 
 

September 22 
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Psalm 19:7-14 

James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 
 

September 29 
Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8 

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 



 

 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Family and friends of Margie Schmidt, who died 
    on September 5 
 

+  Family and Friends of David Block, brother of 
    Kay Sloan, who died on September 4 
 

+  Family and friends of Charlie Thrams, father of 
    Rhonda Pyle, who died on September 6 
 

+  Amy Mahaffey’s mother 
 

+  Earl Opheim 
 

+  Dolly Hanna 
 

+  Bob McCoy 
 

+  Gene Kuehn 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

Middle & High School 
Outdoor Adventures 

 

We had some fun getting outdoors last weekend and 
playing some pickleball over at East Park! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING ADVENTURES 
 
 

Sunday, October 10 
Maquoketa Caves 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, October 23 
Union Park Zip Lining 

(Dubuque) 

Sunday, September 26 @ 11:30 am 
 

Wear your favorite team shirt, come grab a hot dog, 
and stick around to play a few tailgate games! 

After Church 
Tailgate Party 

Moment with Children Videos 
 

If you’ve missed seeing Pastor Paul spending time 
with our children during worship you’re not alone. 

 
So this fall, we’ve decided to 
make a video each week for 

everyone to enjoy a  
Moment with Children.  

 
Each Sunday morning, we’ll be putting a video on our 
YouTube page so we can all spend some time growing 
together in our faith.  Be sure to check them out and 
share them with your friends, family and neighbors! 

September Birthdays 
 

September 17  —  Paul Collier 
September 18  —  Sharon Beek 
September 19  —  Emerson Weitzel 
September 22  —  Dolly Hanna 
September 22  —  Theo Swanson 
September 22  —  Tim Swanson 
September 23  —  Bob Elsbury 
September 23  —  Scott Warren 
September 24  —  Jerry Stephens 
September 25  —  Mila Ruge 
September 29  —  Parker Holland-Dunn 
September 29  —  Skyler Lee 


