
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
 

 I referred in the sermon last week to the expectation that this summer will be our summer of release from covid 
captivity.  I hope you are finding it so. 
 Perhaps more than ever, it is time to venture out of our covid cocoons and into the great outdoors of creation.  I can 
think of no better tonic for our lagging spirits than to enjoy lunch or dinner or morning coffee on the deck, to take the 
kayak out to the lake or a river (once the water level rises to the occasion), or to just sit in a lawn chair or on a park 
bench and listen to bird songs. 
 Summer provides a whole garden of opportunities to engage creation in ways that, if we are open to them, provide 
glimpses of God’s presence and purpose.  At the end of the six days of creation, even God took a day to do nothing 
more than stroll through the garden. 
 Whether you go out on a vacation adventure to some far-away place, or just go out into your back yard, think of this 
world as God’s great cathedral, more colorful than stained-glass windows, more spacious than Chartres, full of music 
and praise.  If you need some imaginative help, read Psalm 8 or 19, or especially 104. 
 But perhaps the best way to experience summer-time spirituality is to get your hands into the soil.  Whether you lay 
in a large vegetable garden or plant a few petunias in a pot on the porch, remember that you are participating in the 
great miracle of life and growth, providing food for the body and beauty for the soul.  Reflecting on gardening is a way 
of reminding ourselves that we are not self-sufficient; we plant and water and nurture, but we create nothing.  It is 
God’s hand that is open, giving all creation its food in due season.  We also realize how dependent we are upon the 
resources of the earth, the soil and water and air that sustain all life-forms, and we remember our role as stewards of 
creation. 
 And, of course, your church will not take a vacation from worship.  We gather each Lord’s Day at 10:30 here in this 
beautiful sanctuary, with its Creation Window that opens our spirits to ponder the mystery of creation.  We will join our 
voices in song and prayer, hear God’s Word, and be reminded that we are not in this world alone, but are deeply 
connected to each other. 
 The Blessings of Summer to you! 
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MASK OPTIONAL 
We are now Mask Optional for our in-person Sunday worship 
 

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP 
Each Sunday at 9:15 am in the west parking lot 
 

TIE-DYE NIGHT  —  July 6 at 7:00 pm 
Bring a white item of clothing! 



 

 

Session Notes 
 

The Session met May 27, 2021 in a Stated Meeting, 
held in-person, masked and socially distanced. 

 

The following action was taken: 
 

Per recommendation of the Special Needs and 
Endowment Ministry Team, Session approved up to 
$4,000 in funding for the purchase of live-streaming 

equipment and software using a combination of 
funding sources as follows: up to $3,000 in Memorial 

Funds and up to $1,000 from the Undesignated Special 
Needs Fund.  This purchase will permit live-streaming 
of worship services soon.  The Session also continued 

discussion of many issues concerning the reopening of 
facilities and programs as the pandemic eases. 

 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

 
 
 
 

Hopefully your pile of gently-used items for the 
October 8th and 9th church rummage sale is growing.  
No electrical or big furniture items!  Bring your stash 

to church after Labor Day—September 6, 2021. 
Thank you and happy collecting! 

Building & Properties Ministry Team 
Update 

 

Many of you may not have 
realized that there was a growing 
problem in the upper 3 windows 
of the Apocalypse window above 
the choir loft.  A black substance 
had been thriving between the 
stain glass and the protective 

outside window.  We are happy to 
report that with the expertise of 

MC Glass Co., the outside 
windows were removed so that 

an accumulation of flies and mold 
could be cleaned.  A lift was 
needed to get the crew high 

enough to reach the windows 
and to safely remove them.  We 
are thankful that we can cross 

this project off our list. 

Sunday Morning Fellowship 
 

Each Sunday at 9:15 am a group of us gathers under 
the trees near the west parking lot for an hour of 

fellowship.  Bring a lawn chair if you have one.  It is 
wonderful to be safely together again.  Everyone is 

welcome - come join us!  

A Note from the Church Office 
 

Heidi will be on vacation from June 29 until July 26.  
Please note that during this time the church office will 

only be open Mondays through Thursdays from 
9:00 am to 12 noon. 

 

The next Pulse newsletter will be published on July 27.  
Please have all articles that you would like to be 

included in this issue turned in to the church office by 
Thursday, July 22. 

Mask-Optional 
 

At the June meeting of the Session it was 

determined that we are now MASK-

OPTIONAL for our in-person Sunday 

worship.  If you have not yet received a 

covid vaccination, we kindly ask that you continue to 

wear a face covering.  And if you are vaccinated but 

still feel more safe and comfortable wearing a mask, 

you are certainly welcome to continue.  Mask or no 

mask—all are welcome! 

From the Mission Ministry Team… 
A Big Thank You 

 

The Mission Ministry Team works throughout the year 
to seek out community needs and research areas 

where First Presbyterian can help.  Any funds that we 
distribute typically come from the Session-designated 
Mission Fund.  However, for 2021 this line item was 

not funded due to financial constraints.  We would like 
to formally give our heartfelt thanks to the generous, 

anonymous donor who contributed $2,000 to this 
fund.  We are grateful for the show of support for this 

ministry, and we will work diligently to ensure it is 
shared wisely and for the greatest good.  



 

 

LAST CALL to Register for Summer Camp 
at Lakeshore Center at Okoboji 

 

The theme this year is  
“Sea Change” where campers 
will be focusing on how God is 
changing the world, how we 
can help, and how to surf the 

waves of an ever-changing 
world.  COWABUNGA! 

 

FPC-MC will cover 50% of the registration cost 
for anyone in our church and their friends. 

 

This year to REGISTER, grab a Registration Form  
at church, fill it out, and bring it back to the church 

with a check for 50% of the registration cost. 
 

That way we can send in the forms and $$$ together. 
 

So take some time to check out what camps are 
available and don’t miss the opportunity to 
create some memories at this special place. 

We Went Fishing! 
 

Lots of big catches out at Seeck’s Pond during our 
“Let’s Go Fishing” night this past month.  

Big thanks to Jim and Jan for hosting such a fun night 
and letting all of us make some great memories. 

Tie-Dye Night 
Tuesday, July 6 @ 7:00 pm 

 

If you missed the 1960’s  
OR if you miss the 1960’s,  

this event is for you! 
 

All you have to do is bring along a white clothing item  
(a t-shirt, socks, shorts, etc...) and we’ll have all the  

tie-dye supplies ready to go.  Everyone is welcome, so 
bring your neighbors as we travel back to the 60’s. 

Pancakes & PJ’s 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
meeting in-person, here are the lectionary 

readings for the next 4 weeks: 
 

June 30 
Ezekiel 2:1-5; Psalm 123 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 
 

July 7 
Amos 7:7-15; Psalm 85:8-13 

Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29 
 

July 14 
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

July 21 
2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-18 
Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Aurora Raes, daughter of Brittany & Dustin Raes, 
    hospitalized 
 

+  Joanne Simmonds 
 

+  Dolly Hanna 
 

+  Richard Tierney 
 

+  Margie Schmidt 
 

+  Bob McCoy 
 

+  Gene Kuehn 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A BIG thank you to the following people for helping 
with Meals on Wheels for the week of May 24 

through May 28: 
 

Adriana Attleson 
Paul & Claudia Collier 

Judy Dunker 
Bob & Teri Elsbury 
Bob & Sarah Kress 

Jerry & Kathy Stephens 
Jill Thoreson 

Fred & Jackie Wendt 

 

The church office will be closed on 
Monday, July 5 in observance of 

Independence Day. 

 
 
 
 

The July/August/September “These Days” daily 
devotionals are available on the table by the church 

office and on the table in the narthex. 

July Birthdays 
 

July   3    —  Ron Hanna 
July   4    —  Heidi Mechler 
July   7    —  Noah Eckholt 
July   9    —  Randy Davenport 
July   9    —  Amber Winter 
July 12    —  Deborah Howell 
July 16    —  Ryder Holland-Dunn 
July 17    —  Claudia Collier 
July 18    —  Emma Arickx 
July 20    —  Rex Davenport 
July 20    —  Gwen Smith 
July 21    —  Bob Snyder 
July 22    —  Bob McCoy 
July 22    —  Chuck Hogg 
July 25    —  Joyce Hanes 
July 27    —  Jill Thoreson 


