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CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMANDS!
Kaylee Ostrander and Carter Long

2021 SYNOD SCHOOL
July 25 - 30 at Buena Vista University, Storm Lake

IN-PERSON WORSHIP RESUMES
Sundays at 10:30 am (Sanctuary)

A Note from Pastor Paul
I’ll admit that I wasn’t sure what to expect on our return to in-person worship after a year of being
scattered. But Sunday’s worship exceeded my expectations in many ways. What a joyful, Spirit-filled worship
experience it was!
It helps, of course, that we were celebrating on the of the most important and joyful occasions in the life
of our congregation. Being able to participate in this milestone event in the life of Carter Long and Kaylee
Ostrander, having their families present, and having their church family there to show support and love made
this a special day.
And I am so grateful to all of you who helped make this day safe by following the protocols, wearing a
mask, and keeping distance. The sanctuary was full, but I hope you felt safe. We will continue to follow the
same protocols in the next few weeks, and as conditions change, we will adapt.
Right now, we are thinking through how we might safely prepare and participate in the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper. And then we will consider some outdoor food and fellowship activities now that the weather
is more suitable. Finally, we will be exploring ways to expand our musical experience in worship.
For those who are not yet ready to attend in person, please know that we will continue to produce our
weekly worship video. And know that we have a team that is getting us closer to a live-stream of our Sunday
morning worship service.
In the meantime, we will be patient, we will remain vigilant of conditions, and we will do whatever we
need to do to keep our flock together while maintaining levels of safety for ourselves and for our community.
But for now, let us give thanks to God for bringing us through the worst part of this pandemic; let us trust
in God to uphold us through this transition time; and let us continue to praise God for the joy of worshiping
together again.
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Adult Forum News
Sunday, May 9
From My Grandfather’s Blessings, we will discuss
“Call Home.” (pp.177-180)
Facilitator: Paula Warren
Sunday, May 16
Mother’s Day: We will discuss women who
have made a difference in our lives.
Times: 9:00 am (ZOOM) and 9:15 am (in-person
in fellowship hall)

Please keep the following people
in your prayers:
+ Dolly Hanna
+ Richard Tierney
+ Margie Schmidt
+ Bob McCoy
+ Gene Kuehn
+ Ann MacGregor
+ Shirley Dean

We plan to have informal outdoor gatherings on
the church lawn at 9:15 am on Sundays
throughout June.

Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Even though the Bible Study group is not
able to meet in-person, these are the
lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks:

May Birthdays
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Paula Warren
Vaughn Kilborn
Teri Elsbury
Kathleen Davenport
Judy Dunker
Jim Lalor
Drake Davis
Helen Findley
Alexa Holland-Dunn
Stan Zinnel
Kelly Ullrich
Zach Holland-Dunn
Coni Samsel
Ann Hanes
Kaylee Ostrander
Theressa Busch
Ardie Kennedy

May 5
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17
May 12
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19

2021 Synod School
The 2021 Synod School “Called Out!” will
be held July 25-30 at the Buena Vista
University, Storm Lake, IA. Synod School
is a learning and personal enrichment
experience for people of all ages. The
week is designed for laity and clergy, and individuals
and families with classes and activities for adults,
youth, and children. This year will be virtual and
hopefully in person for those who feel safe attending.
Registration is online through the Synod website
www.lakesandprairies.org/synodschool
Come and participate in a unique experience of
Christian Community! More information is available
in the church office.

Finding Fred
Podcast Discussion Group
Mondays @ 9:00 pm
April 12 - May 24
Carvell Wallace dives into the
work of Fred Rogers, asking
what a beloved children’s
show host can teach us about surviving and thriving in
today’s chaotic world.
We’ll listen each week and then gather together to
share our thoughts and perspectives.

Congratulations Confirmands!
2021 Confirmands - Kaylee Ostrander, Carter Long
We were blessed to celebrate with Kaylee and Carter
as they become new members of our church.
After 2 unique years of classes, conversations and
exploration, they presented their Statements of Faith
at our April Session meeting and were received into
membership. You can read their Statements online at
www.fpc-mc.com and congratulate them the next
time you see them.

If you’d like to be a part of this group, email Nate
nate.ruge@gmail.com to be added to the email list.

Lighthouse Kids @ Sea
We’re wrapping up our journey @ Sea
this spring but not before exploring
a few more stories from the Bible.
Be sure to check out our LK Videos on YouTube and
keep an eye out for Nate on Fridays when he’ll drop
off an Activity Sheet to explore the stories more.

UPCOMING STORIES
May 7 - Mother’s Day Surprise!
May 14 - Jesus Blesses the Children
May 21 - The Holy Spirit

Register for Summer Camps at
Lakeshore Center at Okoboji
The theme this year is
“Sea Change” where campers
will be focusing on how God is
changing the world, how we
can help, and how to surf the
waves of an ever-changing
world. COWABUNGA!
FPC-MC will cover 50% of the registration cost
for anyone in our church and their friends.
This year to REGISTER, grab a Registration Form
at church, fill it out, and bring it back to the church
with a check for 50% of the registration cost.
That way we can send in the forms and $$$ together.
So take some time to check out what camps are
available and don’t miss the opportunity to
create some memories at this special place.

Effective Leadership
Once there was an ecumenical crusade that was being
held in a large city. Every imaginable denomination
was in attendance for this unprecedented event.
One afternoon the gathering was in session when all of
a sudden a secretary rushed in shouting, “The building
is on fire!” Confusion reigned as each church group
came together and did what came natural:
The Methodists gathered in the corner to pray. The
Baptists cried, “Where’s the water?” The Quakers
quietly praised God for the blessings that fire brings.
The Lutherans posted a notice on the door declaring
that the fire was evil. The Roman Catholics passed a
plate to cover the damages. The Unitarians reasoned
that the fire would burn itself out if just given the
chance. The Congregationalists shouted, “Every man
for himself!” The Fundamentalists proclaimed,
“It’s the vengeance of God.” The Episcopalians formed
a procession and marched out. The Christian
Scientists concluded that there was no real fire.
The Presbyterians appointed a chairperson to
appoint a committee to look into the matter and
make a written report.
And the church secretary grabbed a fire
extinguisher and put the fire out…….

