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WEAR RED ON PENTECOST!
Sunday, May 23 at 10:30 am (In-Person Worship)

SUMMER CAMPS AT LAKESHORE CENTER AT OKOBOJI
Be sure to turn in your registration form!

ADULT FORUM — SUNDAY, MAY 23 (ZOOM 9 AM, IN-PERSON 9:15 AM)
“My Grandfather’s Blessings:” Broken

A Note from Pastor Paul
I remember when I was a kid and my family would be traveling a long distance in the car, one of us would usually ask
the perennial kid question: “Are we there yet?” And I remember that my dad would almost always come back with the
same answer: “We’re almost there.” It didn’t matter if we were 10 blocks from our destination or still had 100 miles to
go, by his estimation we were always “almost there.”
Being “almost there” may be the hardest part of any journey. You can see where you want to be, you know it’s
coming, but you aren’t there yet. You are so ready to move on that your patience has been exhausted. And you are
tempted to make some adjustments—to step on the gas a bit, to pick up your pace a step—in order to reach what is
just beyond your grasp.
We are in a kind of “almost there” place right now. We have been cautiously returning to in-person worship, but it’s
not what we remember from previous experience. We aren’t singing together, there haven’t been children present,
we don’t erupt into chaos at the passing of the peace, we don’t reach across pews and aisles to join hands and sing
“God be with you till we meet again.”
We have made some concessions. I noticed that people were hanging around outside after worship last week,
talking and laughing together. I think we can begin to sing behind our masks. I am working on how we might safely
celebrate communion on June 6.
We are almost there. But we still have a way to go before we can worship unmasked, sing from a hymnal, and share
a cup of coffee in the Friendship Room. And as we get closer to that destination, it will be tempting to rush back into
the way things were pre-covid. It will require patience and discipline as we ease back into being fully open without
jeopardizing the health of our members or our community. For the time being, we will still ask that you wear a mask
and keep a safe distance if you attend the in-person worship service.
In the meantime, as we have been saying all along, we are still the church. Maybe even more than ever, we need to
stay connected to each other, support each other, pray for each other, as we move from being “almost there” to
arriving where we want to be.
God be with us all till we meet again.
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Wear Red for Pentecost
Sunday, May 23, we will celebrate
the Day of Pentecost, when the
Spirit of God was poured out on
those who had gathered in
Jerusalem. It is sometimes called
the birthday of the church. In the story in the Book of
Acts, the Spirit appeared as tongues of fire.
To represent that story, we dress the sanctuary in red
and orange and invite you to get in the spirit of
Pentecost by wearing something with a splash of red—
whether you attend in person, or worship with us
from your home.

Please keep the following people
in your prayers:
+ Javier Torres, Karla Koll’s husband
+ Dolly Hanna

Session Notes
The Session met April 22, 2021 in a Stated Meeting,
held in-person, masked and socially distanced.
Actions included:
1) Examined and approved for membership by
Confirmation, Kaylee Ostrander and Carter Long.
2) Approved a building use request from OneVision,
including serving food, subject to social distancing and
wearing masks when not eating.
3) Per recommendation of the Special Needs and
Endowment Ministry Team, approved deposits to the
Servant Endowment Fund in the amounts of a $500
bequest from the Will of Terry MacGregor and a $25
memorial for Terry, a total of $525.
David Little, Clerk of Session

Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Even though the Bible Study group is not
meeting in-person, here are the lectionary
readings for the next 2 weeks:

+ Richard Tierney
+ Margie Schmidt

May 19
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

+ Bob McCoy
+ Gene Kuehn
+ Ann MacGregor

May 26
Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17

+ Shirley Dean

Congratulations to Matthew Little, son of David and
Laura Little, who graduated from Creighton School
of Law on May 16, 2021.

May Birthdays
May 19
May 20
May 23
May 24
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 31
May 31
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—

Alexa Holland-Dunn
Stan Zinnel
Kelly Ullrich
Zach Holland-Dunn
Coni Samsel
Ann Hanes
Kaylee Ostrander
Theressa Busch
Ardie Kennedy

It’s Time for Summer Camp at
Lakeshore Center at Okoboji!
This year’s theme is “Sea Change”
where campers will look at how God
is changing the world, how we can
help, and how to surf the waves of
an ever-changing world.
COWABUNGA!
FPC-MC will cover 50% of the registration cost
for anyone in our church and their friends.
This year to REGISTER, grab a Registration Form
at church, fill it out, and bring it back to the church
with a check for 50% of the registration cost.
That way we can send in the forms and $$$ together.
So take some time to check out what camps are
available and don’t miss the opportunity to
create some memories at this special place.

