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WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
We are met in the presence of God,
and we do not meet alone.
With the saints of every age,
we gather to worship the Lord.
With the church throughout the world,
we gather to worship the Lord.
From the lips of children,
God’s holy name is praised.
With music and in silence,
God’s holy name is praised.
And here with our hearts and our voices,
God’s holy name is praised.
We are met in the presence of God,
and we do not meet alone.    

HYMN      “God is Here”
God is here!  As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer,
May we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts
Wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts.
Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold;
Here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old.
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore
What it means in daily living to believe and to adore.
Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt,
Keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive:
We who cannot live without you, we adore you!  We believe!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord our God, light of the world, 
we confess that we are not always good at letting your light shine through us. 
We insist that the earth is ours, not yours. 
We insist on building walls that keep others out. 
We insist on serving ourselves first, and offering you our leftovers. 
Forgive us for all the ways we obscure your light, 
and turn our attention to you, that all our days we may glorify only you;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, the true light of the world.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
In Jesus Christ, all is forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
  



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
O God, you speak to us in many ways: 
through the voices of children, in the stirrings of our hearts, 
in the silence after the last bedtime story has been read. 
By your Holy Spirit, speak to us now through the Word read and proclaimed, 
that we may hear and heed your call.  Amen.

PSALTER     Psalm 1 
 

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
         nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
     and on this law they meditate day and night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water,
     bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
     everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked; 
     they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
     nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
     but the way of the wicked is doomed.   

MOMENT WITH CHILDREN OF ALL AGES 

GOSPEL READING      1 John 5: 9-13
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony 
of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal 
life.

SERMON   “This Is Our Story”

HYMN    “Blessed Assurance”
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine!  O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
     This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,
Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
     This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

PRAYERS 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.



HYMN        “Word of God In Human Language”
Word of God in human language for this time and in our tongue,
Tell anew the ageless story, ever ancient, ever young.
May our hearts receive the message of God’s faithful, loving care;
May our lives respond in action, living deed and living prayer.
So God’s voice continues speaking in the words we can’t deny,
Sounding out across the ages.  Will we answer or defy?
As the call becomes still clearer, witness that the Word shall last,
May we follow with commitment in the present as the past.

OFFERING 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION    
Bless these gifts, O God, and dwell in our hearts 
so that with our gifts and our actions 
we may live out our faith, glorify God, 
and contribute to the well-being of the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING 

RESPONSE 
God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace.
Loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care enfold you.
God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace.
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