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IN-PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS
Sunday, May 2 at 10:30 am

“FINDING FRED” — April 12 - May 24
Podcast Discussion Group (ZOOM)

ADULT FORUM OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday, April 11 & Sunday, April 18 at 9:00 am (ZOOM)

A Note from Pastor Paul
OK, we’re going to try this again. I know our first attempt at returning to in-person worship didn’t go as well as we
had hoped, but with more and more of us getting the vaccination, we are going to make another attempt.
We will return to in-person worship on Sunday, May 2, at 10:30 am. There will be no classes or gathering for
coffee either before or after worship. And we will ask that you continue to follow the same guidelines we adopted back
in November—wear a face covering, keep a safe distance from others outside your immediate family, use the hand
sanitizer that will be provided. The worship space will be cleaned and sanitized before worship.
I will be sending out a letter to all members of the congregation with more detailed guidelines. And please know
that you can call or email if you have questions or concerns about any of our policies and practices.
I look forward to gathering in our sanctuary for worship, and we will have music, but we will not be quite ready for
congregational singing. I can’t tell you how much I am missing that. When we were preparing the worship video for
Easter, Dennis Lee found a recording of an Easter service with organ and instruments from 2019, the last time we
celebrated Easter in person. I know it was not the best recording, but I have to tell you that when I listened to it for the
first time, hearing our congregation sing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today,” brought tears to my eyes.
We are not completely out of the covid woods yet, and we need to keep our guard up to keep ourselves and our
neighbors safe, but making these first cautious steps toward return are signs of what we celebrate each year at
Easter—that we have come through the darkness and into the light and life of Christ. Even though Christians have
celebrated resurrection every year for thousands of years, it is a new experience each year.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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One Great Hour of Sharing

Adult Forum News

Did you know that for over 70 years, Presbyterians
have joined with Christians of other denominations in
an annual offering called the One Great Hour of
Sharing? It began as an ecumenical effort to raise
funds for world relief, and Presbyterians have
participated in the offering from the beginning.

Sunday, April 11 at 9:00 am
Former North Dakotan, Don Hofstrand, will share
some of his life story including his experience with
polio, living next to an Indian reservation and his
leadership in agriculture and climate change.

Since 1990, we have designated three PCUSA agencies
as recipients of our offering: the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self
-Development of People program. It is the single
largest way we Presbyterians come together to
support the mission of the church in the world.

Sunday, April 18 at 9:00 am
Back to “My Grandfather’s Blessings,” we will discuss
our reflections on “Pearls of Wisdom” (pp. 139-140).
Facilitator: Yvonne Addis.
Note: If you’d like, wear a pin you’d like to share.

We usually receive this offering on Easter Sunday. But
this year, we are asking that throughout this Easter
season, during the month of April, you join your
Presbyterian siblings in sending a message of
encouragement and hope to our neighbors around the
world by supporting the One Great Hour of Sharing.
Special envelopes are available at the church office, or
you can just mark One Great Hour of Sharing on the
memo line of your check.
As Jesus says in Matthew 25, the Church belongs with
those in need—with those suffering from natural and
human-caused disasters; with those lacking access to
food, water and healthcare; and with those struggling
for justice, righteousness, and peace. Through our
gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, we are there
because we are the Church, together.

Community Kitchen News
Community Kitchen has been serving take out meals
for over a year on Tuesday evenings from 4:00 pm to
6:00 pm every month and lunches on Fridays in
February, April, June, August, October, and December.
The volunteers prepare fruit salad, a hot dish and
desert for each meal to box up in Styrofoam
containers to take home. Many Presbyterians
volunteer two at a time to chop food and fill the
boxes. Judy Dunker, Adriana Attleson, Linda Little,
Jackie Wendt, Suzanne Hofstrand, Nancy Beenken,
Teri Elsbury, Kathy Stephens, Becky Smith, Bruce
Trimble, and Jill Thoreson have been our volunteers
over the year.
Thank you to all who have given their time to help
with the meals. More volunteers are welcome to
join us!

The Mission Ministry Team is sponsoring a Rummage
Sale Friday, October 8 & Saturday, October 9. Now is
the time to set aside those useful items that can
become another’s treasure (no electronics though).
We’ll be sharing more information about this event
over the next few months, so stay tuned.

Finding Fred
Podcast Discussion Group
Mondays @ 9:00 pm
April 12 - May 24
Carvell Wallace dives into the
work of Fred Rogers, asking
what a beloved children’s
show host can teach us about surviving and thriving in
today’s chaotic world.

CONNECT Youth Group
Family Game Night!
Middle/High School
Students and Families
Saturday, April 17 @ 7:00 pm
Let’s have some fun playing a game or two
on ZOOM together and explore a few more
“contagious qualities for healthy relationships.”

We’ll listen each week and then gather together to
share our thoughts and perspectives.

Keep your eyes open for an email invite from Nate.

If you’d like to be a part of this group, email Nate
nate.ruge@gmail.com to be added to the email list.

Have You Registered for Camp?

Disney Trivia Night
Sunday, April 25 @ 7:00 pm
Thanks to everyone who joined us last week for
our first Trivia Night fundraiser. We had so much
fun we thought we’d get together again in April.
So if you missed out, be sure to join us.
This month’s theme will be DISNEY TRIVIA!
We’ll have 3 rounds of trivia along with some
entertainment and stories from the Lakeshore.
If you’d just like to support our campers and the
Lakeshore Center but can’t join us that night,
donations can be mailed/dropped off at the
church office labeled “Trivia Night Fundraiser”.
We appreciate your support!

Lighthouse Kids @ Sea
We’re wrapping up our journey @ Sea
this spring but not before exploring
a few more stories from the Bible.
Be sure to check out our LK Videos on YouTube and
keep an eye out for Nate on Fridays when he’ll drop
off an Activity Sheet to explore the stories more.

UPCOMING STORIES
April 9 - Doubting Thomas
April 16 - The Great Commission
April 23 - The Ascension
April 30 - The Greatest Commandment

Registration is OPEN for all Summer Camps
at Lakeshore Center at Okoboji this summer!
The theme this year is “Sea Change” where campers
will be focusing on how God is changing the world,
how we can help, and how to surf the waves of an
ever-changing world. COWABUNGA!
Camps run weekly from June 17th - July 30th.
FPC-MC will cover 50% of the registration cost
for anyone in our church and their friends.
This year to REGISTER, grab a Registration Form
at church, fill it out, and bring it back to the church
with a check for 50% of the registration cost.
That way we can send in the forms and $$$ together.
So take some time to check out what camps are
available and don’t miss the opportunity to
create some memories at this special place.

April Birthdays
April 10
April 13
April 14
April 14
April 16
April 16
April 18
April 18
April 19
April 23
April 26
April 28
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—

Gene Kuehn
Judy Henry
Cheri Collins
Tina Mathahs
Leigh Boehmer
Dave Little
Carolyn McArthur
Jennifer Ostrander
Aaron Ostrander
Gary Howell
Dan Long
Pam Little

Church Directory Update
Updated church directories are now
available in the church office. Please feel
free to stop by and pick up your copy!

Please keep the following people
in your prayers:
+ Family and friends of Dr. John H. Brinkman who
died on April 3
+ Family and friends of Kathy Jones wo died on
March 29
+ Family and friends of Dick Smith who died on
March 22
+ Bob Snyder
+ Richard Tierney
+ Margie Schmidt
+ Bob McCoy

Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Even though the Bible Study group is not
able to meet in-person, these are the
lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks:
April 7
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31
April 14
Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

+ Gene Kuehn
+ Ann MacGregor
+ Shirley Dean

