
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
 

By now you have received a letter from me and the Session concerning our return to in-person worship on Sunday, 
May 2, at 10:30 am. 

This is also Confirmation Sunday, and we are especially glad that we can gather to celebrate the life and faith of 
Kaylee Ostrander and Carter Long.  It has been a most unusual final year of confirmation, but we have outstanding 
young people and families and together we have risen to the challenges.  I am proud of Carter and Kaylee and grateful 
for the many gifts they bring to our lives, and the many gifts they will bring to the world in the years ahead of them. 

The letter we sent out about in-person worship includes some guidelines that will help us return safely.  But let me 
address a few of concerns. 

First, it may be that not everyone will be quite ready to return on May 2.  So I want to assure you that we will 
continue to do our best to keep us all connected during this transition time.  We will offer a pre-recorded worship 
service for home use just as we have for the past year.  And we are currently working on live-streaming capabilities—a 
live broadcast of our in-person worship.  This live stream would also be recorded and available at times other than 
Sunday morning, and will eventually replace our pre-recorded service. 

Second, for those of you who will be attending in person starting in May, a few requests.  We will not have assigned 
seating, but will trust you to keep an appropriate distance between yourself and other worshipers.  Couples and family 
members may sit together, but we ask that you find seating that will also leave space for others. 

In order to accommodate as many as possible, we will need to be widely distributed around the sanctuary.  That 
means that you may not be able to sit in your favorite, usual pew—the one you have occupied for many years.  It 
means that some of us will have to sit closer to the front than we are accustomed.  And if you are the first one in a pew, 
you may want to move in toward the middle rather than sit on the aisle.  If we have consideration for others, we can 
safely and comfortably accommodate our church family. 

Finally, I want you to know that I will not be waiting to greet you at the back of the church after worship.  This will 
be hard for me.  I really miss that moment of face-to-face engagement with all of you.  I will enter and exit from the 
front of the sanctuary, and will only remove my mask when I am speaking. 

It will not be the same as when we discontinued in-person worship in March of 2020.  Many things will be different, 
and it will take some time to re-orient ourselves.  But we are Easter people.  We live into and out of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah who reminds us that God makes a way through whatever obstacles arise in our path and makes all 
things new. 

God be with you till we meet again. 
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Attention All Makers! 
 

“Technology is a great tool, but it will never be a 
substitute for human work and ideas…keep looking at 

your hands.”  —Nigel Holmes 
 

Many of us have spent the last year and a half reading 
and learning new things.  If you have a hobby you have 

pursued and developed or have learned something 
new, then we have an opportunity for you to share 
your gifts.  The Mission Ministry Team is holding a 
Craft Sale on Sunday, November 14 with proceeds 

designated for our local mission fund.  Consider 
planning some projects now that can be contributed in 

November.  We will keep you posted on the details 
and share some reminders.  What better way to share 

the work of our hands with our community? 

Rummage Sale Reminder 
 

We hope you’re starting a pile of rummage items in a 
quiet corner of your home for our sale.  It will be 

October 8th and 9th.  Please, wait to bring your items to 
church as storage is not secure and limited.  We will 
announce a date to deliver items closer to the sale.  

The Mission Ministry Team has also voted to have no 
early sales.  Happy collecting!! 

Church Directory Update 
 

Updated church directories are available 
in the church office.  Please feel free to 

stop by and pick up your copy! 

Session Notes 
 

The Session met March 25, 2021 in a Stated Meeting. 
 

Actions included: 
1)  Decision to resume in-person worship effective 
May 2, 2021 with continued emphasis on health 

practices. 
2)  Approve building use requests for a Brownie Troop 

and a Girl Scout Troop, both groups meeting on 
Saturday afternoons. 

3)  Approve $507.93 from Undesignated Special Needs 
for reimbursement of materials used for maintenance 

of the cork flooring in the Sanctuary. 
4)  Approve dates for previously-approved fundraiser 
events as follows: Craft Sale on November 14, 2021 

and Rummage Sale on October 8-9, 2021. 
 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Dolly Hanna 
 

+  Family and friends of Kathy Jones wo died on 
    March 29 
 

+  Richard Tierney 
 

+  Margie Schmidt 
 

+  Bob McCoy 
 

+  Gene Kuehn 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in-person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

April 21 
Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 
 

April 28 
Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31 

1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 



 

 

April / May Birthdays 
 

April 23  —  Gary Howell 
April 26  —  Dan Long 
April 28  —  Pam Little 
 

 May   1  —  Bob Kress 
 May   4  —  Paula Warren 
 May 11  —  Vaughn Kilborn 
 May 12  —  Teri Elsbury 
 May 13  —  Kathleen Davenport 
 May 13  —  Judy Dunker 
 May 13  —  Jim Lalor 
 May 14  —  Drake Davis 
 May 17  —  Helen Findley 
 May 19  —  Alexa Holland-Dunn 
 May 20  —  Stan Zinnel 

 

Disney Trivia Night 

Sunday, April 25 @ 7:00 pm 
 

Join us this Sunday for a fun night of trivia! 
We’ll have 3 rounds of trivia, some entertainment and 

we’ll hear some stories from the Lakeshore. 
 

PRIZES FOR OUR TOP 3 CONTESTANTS! 
(provided by our FPC-MC kids) 

 

If you’d just like to support our campers and the 
Lakeshore Center but can’t join us that night,  
donations can be mailed/dropped off at the  

church office labeled “Trivia Night Fundraiser”.  
 

We appreciate your support! 

Finding Fred 
Podcast Discussion Group 

Mondays @ 9:00 pm 
April 12 - May 24 

 

Carvell Wallace dives into the 
work of Fred Rogers, asking 

what a beloved children’s show 
host can teach us about surviving and thriving in 

today’s chaotic world. 
 

We’ll listen each week and then gather together to 
share our thoughts and perspectives.  

 

If you’d like to be a part of this group, email Nate 
nate.ruge@gmail.com to be added to the email list. 

Lighthouse Kids @ Sea 
 

We’re wrapping up our journey @ Sea 
this spring but not before exploring a 

few more stories from the Bible. 
 

Be sure to check out our LK Videos on YouTube and 
keep an eye out for Nate on Fridays when he’ll drop 

off an Activity Sheet to explore the stories more. 
 

UPCOMING STORIES 

April 23 - The Ascension 
April 30 - The Greatest Commandment 

May 7 - Mother’s Day Surprise! 

Register for Summer Camps at 
Lakeshore Center at Okoboji 

 

The theme this year is  
“Sea Change” where campers 
will be focusing on how God is 

changing the world, how we can 
help, and how to surf the waves 

of an ever-changing world.  
COWABUNGA! 

 

FPC-MC will cover 50% of the registration cost  
for anyone in our church and their friends.  

 

This year to REGISTER, grab a Registration Form  
at church, fill it out, and bring it back to the church 

with a check for 50% of the registration cost. 
 

That way we can send in the forms and $$$ together. 
 

So take some time to check out what camps are  
available and don’t miss the opportunity to  
create some memories at this special place. 

Confirmation Sunday 
Sunday, May 2nd 

 

Our Confirmation students are finishing 
up their two years of classes and are 

working on their Statements of Faith to 
be presented to Session on April 22nd.  Please keep 
them in your prayers as they discern and share their 

faith with us. 
 

2021 Confirmands - Kaylee Ostrander, Carter Long 
 

Then let’s celebrate and welcome them on  
Sunday, May 2nd during worship. 


