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WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Come, walk in the light.
We walk together as children of light and love.
Come, gather in the love of God.
We gather together as children of light and love.
Come, live in the unity of God’s Holy Spirit.
We live together as children of light and love

HYMN   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast;
Let us all in thee inherit; let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.
Come, Almighty to deliver; let us all thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never, never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.
Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee:
Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
You know us so very well, Christ Jesus.  
You know our doubts and our questions, 
and you love us enough to welcome such doubts and questions.  
You know our fractures and divisions, 
and you love us enough to invite us to forgive one another and live in unity.  
You know the shadows that tempt us, and still you shine your light within, 
inviting warmth and welcoming us back to your path of peace and love.
Thank you for loving us and for inviting us on the journey of love.  
Help us embrace this journey, 
that we may walk in the light and live in unity together.  
In your gracious love, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Who is in a position to condemn?
Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Know that you are forgiven, that today your new life begins, and be at peace.
Thanks be to God.

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
  

MOMENT WITH CHILDREN OF ALL AGES  “Sparklers”



FIRST SCRIPTURE READING  Acts 4: 32-35
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 
need.

PSALTER     Psalm 133 (adapted from the Hebrew by Stephen Mitchell)
How wonderful it is to live
     in harmony with all people;
like stepping out of the bath,
     your whole body fresh and vibrant;
like the morning dew, glistening
     on the tiniest blade of grass.
It is God’s infinite blessing,
     a taste of eternal life.

GOSPEL READING      John 20: 19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.”

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said 
to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

SERMON  “One Shining Moment”

HYMN    “Come! Live in the Light!”
Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God.

We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly;
We are called to serve on another, to walk humbly with God.

Sing! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless so hatred and violence will be no more.

We are called to act with justice . . .
Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love.

We are called to act with justice . . .



PRAYERS 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

OFFERING
Bountiful God, 
you promise that the poor shall eat and be satisfied.
May your promise be fulfilled through the gifts we bring this day.
Bless our gifts, that they may be for the world signs of your boundless love 
and your overflowing abundance.  Amen.

BLESSING 
Live in the light,
the light of unity and love.
Live in the light,
the light of faith and hope.
Live in the light,
the light of God for all the world to know.
And may the amazing grace of Jesus Christ, 
the extravagant love of God, 
and the friendship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you today and always.  
Amen.

RESPONSE 
God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace.
Loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care enfold you.
God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace.
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