
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
March 20 is the birthday of the Rev. Fred McFeely Rogers, aka Mr. Rogers, who died in 2003.  For many years now, 

people around the world have remembered Mr. Rogers around this time of year.  In this newsletter, you’ll read about 
at least one way we are honoring his idea of being a neighbor. 

My interest in Fred Rogers started when I was a stay-at-home dad, and my son and I tuned in just about every day 
to Mr. Rogers Neighborhood.  It quickly became clear to me that this was not just a slow-paced children’s show that 
included good music and intriguing stories.  Like others at the time and a growing number since, I discovered that Fred 
Rogers has as much to say about being an adult as he does about the experience of childhood, that he speaks about 
what it is like to be a human being. 

You may know that whenever Fred Rogers was accepting an award or called on for public speaking, he almost 
always began by inviting his audience to take just one minute to think about a person who helped you become who you 
are, someone who encouraged you, who taught you, or who helped bring out the best in you.  He not only reminded us 
that we have been loved and encouraged by others, but also reminds us that we can be the one who loves and 
encourages someone on their way. 

You also may know that I occasionally share my favorite Mr. Rogers song, “It’s You I Like.”  In a commencement 
address at Dartmouth College in 2002, just a year before he died, Fred explained something about the words of that 
song.  “What that ultimately means, of course, is that you don't ever have to do anything sensational for people to love 
you.  When I say it's you I like, I'm talking about that part of you that knows that life is far more than anything you can 
ever see or hear or touch.  That deep part of you that allows you to stand for those things without which humankind 
cannot survive.  Love that conquers hate, peace that rises triumphant over war, and justice that proves more powerful 
than greed.” 

If you are interested in exploring more ways that Fred Rogers still speaks to children of all ages, I encourage you to 
seek out a podcast by Carvell Wallace called “Finding Fred.”  If you are already familiar with the podcast world, you’ll 
find it on iTunes or Spotify.  If you are new to podcasts, you can find it online at https://www.fatherly.com/finding-fred-
rogers-podcast/.  Mr. Wallace explores how the wisdom of Fred Rogers can help us not only survive, but even thrive in 
a chaotic world. 

God be with you till we meet again. 
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“WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR” DAY 
Saturday, March 20 
 

TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER  —  March 27 
Raising funds for Camp Scholarships and Lakeshore Center at Okoboji 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
March 28  —  April 4 

https://www.fatherly.com/finding-fred-rogers-podcast/
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Holy Week Services 
 

We will be posting video worship services for both 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  In the Maundy 

Thursday service, we will 
remember when Jesus 

gathered with his disciples 
for the last time, washed 
their feet, and shared the 
meal that has become our 

sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper.  On Good Friday, 

we will remember the last 
days of Jesus, the betrayal and desertion, the trial and 

crucifixion, the death and burial.  Through the 
narrative from Matthew’s Gospel and from music, 

we will enter into the suffering love of Christ. 

March Birthdays 
 

March 10  —  Carol Djuren 
March 10  —  Jennifer Ehlers-Suydam 
March 12  —  Judy Butler 
March 17  —  Dave Djuren 
March 18  —  LeAnne Clausen-Demontes 
March 18  —  Steve Ehlers 
March 20  —  Jean Laudner 
March 20  —  Kim Moffett 
March 21  —  John Henry 
March 22  —  Donna Lee Olson 
March 25  —  Becky Smith 
March 25  —  Bruce Trimble 
March 26  —  Kristen Ehlers 
March 28  —  Laurie McBride 
March 29  —  Jackie Wendt 

A Roadmap to Re-Opening 
 

Things are changing rapidly as more and more of us 
are getting the COVID-19 vaccine.  The Session will 
be charting a roadmap to re-opening at our March 

meeting, and we will communicate that plan as soon 
as it becomes clear. 

Session Notes 
 

The Session met February 25, 2021 in a Stated Meeting 
via Zoom, an on-line videoconferencing service. 

 

The Session took the following actions: 
1)  Approved Transfer of Membership for Ben Furleigh 

to First Presbyterian Church, Port Charlotte, FL. 
2)  Approved Transfer of Membership for Ann 

MacGregor to United Presbyterian Congregational 
Church, Ashland, WI. 

3)  Amended the 2021 Annual Budget, previously 
approved by Session on January 28, 2021, to reflect 

increased costs for Per Capita from $10,244 to $11,037. 
4)  Approved funds from the Steeple Fund Capital 

Campaign in the estimated amount of $1,457 for the 
removal/reinstallation of storm window(s) by MC Glass 
to permit cleaning of the Apocalypse window’s exterior 

by church staff/members. 
5)  Approved a two-event fundraiser in the form of a 
ZOOM Trivia Night, on two dates in March and April.  
Proceeds will benefit the Lakeshore Center and the 

Camp Scholarship Fund. 
6)  Appointed Elder Kathy Stephens to serve as 

Commissioner to the March 2nd Presbytery Meeting. 
 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A BIG thank you to the following people for helping 
with Meals on Wheels for the week of March 1 

through March 5: 
 

Adriana Attleson 
Bob & Teri Elsbury 
Bob & Sarah Kress 

Linda Little 
Jill Thoreson 

Fred & Jackie Wendt 

 
 
 
 

 

The April, May, June 2021 “These Days” devotionals 
are available now in the church office. 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in-person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

March 10 
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:13-21 
 

March 17 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Bob Snyder 
 

+  Richard Tierney 
 

+  Margie Schmidt 
 

+  Bob McCoy 
 

+  Dick Smith 
 

+  Gene Kuehn 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

CONNECT Youth Group 
Family Game Nights! 

Middle/High School  
Students and Families 

 

Sunday, March 28 @ 7:00 pm (Last Sunday/month) 
 

Calling all middle and high school families for a time  
of playing and growing together.  Each month we’ll 
have some fun on ZOOM together while exploring 

“contagious qualities for healthy relationships”. 
 

Keep your eyes open for an email invite from Nate. 

“Won’t You Be 
My Neighbor” Day 

March 20 
 

Won’t You Be My Neighbor Day is a day to remember 
and honor Fred Rogers (his birthday was March 20). 

 

We need your help to surprise all of our younger 
neighbors and make it a special day for them. 

 

We’re looking for adults who’d be interested in writing 
a letter to a kid from our church and  

sharing why you’re “Glad You’re My Neighbor”. 
 

If you are interested in helping us out, email Nate 
nate.ruge@gmail.com to get their names/addresses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 27 @ 7:00pm 
 

Join us for a fun night of trivia as we celebrate  
and raise funds to support our campers and the 

Lakeshore Center at Okoboji.  There is no cost to join 
in the excitement, but we would encourage you to 
make a donation of your choice towards our cause. 

 

The night will include 3 rounds of trivia, guest  
entertainment and we’ll hear from our own  

campers why the Lakeshore is such a great place! 
 

Prizes for the Top 3 Scorers!  
 

To sign up, email Nate nate.ruge@gmail.com 
 

If you’d just like to support our campers and the 
Lakeshore Center but can’t join us that night,  
donations can be mailed/dropped off at the  

church office marked “Trivia Night Fundraiser”. 
 

We appreciate your support! 

Camp Registration is Open! 
 

Visit their website to register 
www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org 

MercyOne News to Note 
 

Please consider sharing our COVID-19 webpage 
 

www.mercyone.org/covid19vaccine 
 

with your family, friends and loved ones.  We 
continuously update the site with the latest 

information. 


