
 

 

 

    They went to Capernaum; and when the Sabbath 

came, he entered the synagogue and taught. They were 

astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 

having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there 

was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and 

he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who 

you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, 

saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the 

unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 

voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they 

kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new 

teaching—with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame 

began to spread throughout the surrounding region of 

Galilee.  

       

   Mark 1:21-28  

 

 

 

 

 

Praise the Lord! 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 

    in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

Great are the works of the Lord, 

    studied by all who delight in them. 

Full of honor and majesty is his work, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 

He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; 

    the Lord is gracious and merciful. 

He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    in giving them the heritage of the nations. 

The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy. 

They are established forever and ever, 
    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

He sent redemption to his people; 

    he has commanded his covenant forever. 

    Holy and awesome is his name. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all those who practice it have a good understanding. 

    His praise endures forever. 

 

    Psalm 111

 Like millions of people around the world, I watched the inaugural events on January 20.  

Even in this time of COVID, the traditions of our nation were held in grand form. Like many 

who watched and listened, I was blown away at the 22 year old Amanda Gorman and the poem 

she wrote “The Hill We Climb”. She used her passion and conviction to write beautiful and 

powerful words and then delivered them in an almost spellbinding way. And yes, after that, 

social media was exploding with memes and comments about her. My favorite was this:  

 There is always light, if only we are brave enough to see it.  

  There is always Light, if only we are brave enough to be it. 

  

 Today’s Psalm kind of speaks to this. I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in 

the company of the upright, in the congregation.  Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who 

delight in them. We see the Light when we see God’s great and amazing works. We do need to 

look for them and we need to study them, not just through the words of scripture but also in 

our everyday living. For many of us, it isn’t always easy to see God at work each day. The 

chaos, COVID, the death toll, the unemployment, not being able to see our loved ones, I don’t 

know about you but there were days when I just felt like a 2 year old and wanted to just have a 

tantrum. All these things, the sadness, the grief, the longing to be surrounded by loved ones, 

the fear of getting sick or getting someone else sick, block our view of God at work. When we 

look back at this past year, can we see where God was at work in our lives?  It is when we 

study the past that we can truly see God at work. 



 Our daughter, Jenny, tells the story of her call to ministry and yes, she has given me 

permission to share this. So many of you from this congregation were there to see it. Jenny 

talks of the time in her confirmation class that Rev. Terry Hamilton-Poore asked her if she had 

ever thought about being a pastor. Jenny quickly responded with, “No, I’m going to be a music 

teacher.” She dismissed that question but the seed had been planted. Jenny spent her high 

school years involved in all kinds of music and in helping to teach Sunday school. She was 

encouraged to attend church camp and Triennium, a national gathering for Presbyterian Youth. 

She then went to college, studying music and preparing for a career in music education.  Jenny 

worked at the Presbyterian Camp following her junior year in college. When she returned 

home after the summer, she sat down with us and said the words every parent loves to hear 

from their soon to be senior college student, “Mom and Dad, I think I need to change my 

major”. When she told us she wanted to change to religion, we were not surprised but she 

was.  She completed her undergrad and then she had another revelation to attend seminary. 

When Jenny looks back at all the events that led her into ministry, she says she can see God at 

work so clearly now even though she didn’t notice it then. Sneaky Jesus! 

 
 The other line in the Psalm that stood out to me was “The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding.  His praise endures forever”. 

This line usually throws me. While studying this passage, I ran across a commentary that asked 

the questions, “are we really supposed to be afraid of God? Will someone please fix this 

translation?” Fear, in this case, is more of a reverence for God. This reverence for God is the 

beginning of wisdom. 

In his commentary, Scott Hoezee writes: “In my mind that [line] makes Psalm 111 at 

least in part something of a wisdom psalm as well as a psalm of praise and adoration. Wisdom 

is, after all, a knack for studying God’s world closely to observe what does and does not work 

and then the wise person—having observed such things—fits him- or herself into that world 

accordingly. The wise one sees what happens when you spit into the wind or saw off the 

branch you are sitting on and then modifies his behavior accordingly to avoid engaging in those 

foolish activities. The wise observe that sometimes when encountering a foolish person it is a 

good idea to rebuke that person whereas at other times it is best to walk away quietly. It takes 

close observation and keen discernment to know which situation is which but the wise are 

always on the lookout for such things and then behave accordingly. (This is why in the Book of 

Proverbs it is pretty easy to collect contradictory verses. Of course, they are not really 

contradictory but the fact is that it takes wisdom to apply wisdom and so you need a lot of 

different proverbs to cover a whole panoply of differing scenarios that we all encounter in 

life. Ask Proverbs if you should rebuke a fool or leave him be and the answer comes back 

“Depends.”) 

 

The German theologian Juergen Moltmann says that in a sense, wisdom is the art of 

having your spirit present in the moment. It is what Sallie McFague has called “attention 

epistemology” or the knowledge you can gain about God’s world just by studying it carefully, 

paying attention, seeing what is going on around you.” 

 

Look around. God is at work. God is at work in and through us and the people around 

us. Those who go and serve Meals on Wheels are doing God’s work. Those who go on mission 

trips to rebuild communities after storms rip through them are doing God’s work.  Those who 



are holding hands of people dying from COVID without their loved ones around are doing 

God’s work. When you send a card to say hello or let someone know you are praying for 

them, you are doing God’s work. Kids who build snowmen in their yards are doing God’s work 

bringing joy to those who drive by. Look around. Notice where love and joy and kindness are 

being shared. God is at work.  God is present in our everyday lives. 

 

When we study our surroundings, we begin to notice God working in sometimes subtle 

and sometimes in not so subtle ways. When we study and see God at work, we can see the 

light and that Light will guide us. It is then that we begin speaking God’s love in and through our 

actions and shine God’s Light in the world. May we all be brave enough to be that Light. Amen. 
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