
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
 Last time I told you about the impact my father had on me as a person and as a person of faith.  But it may surprise you to learn 
that my father is not the one who nudged me into ministry as a Presbyterian pastor. 
 I admired my father, but I never saw myself following in his footsteps as a pastor.  After many years of wandering in the 
wilderness of university and graduate school studies, I thought I had finally determined my career choice: a professor of history 
who would specialize in bringing together traditional historical studies with literature and art and philosophy. 
 During these years, Claudia and I also decided that the Baptist church was no longer the right home for us and began exploring 
other traditions.  We were drawn to St. Andrew Presbyterian Church without knowing anything at all about Presbyterian polity or 
Reformed theology.  Mostly, we liked the people and the music. 
 Not only was Steve Plunkett my first (and only) Presbyterian pastor, he was also the first pastor in my adult life that I could 
identify with.  He was well-read, an actor, firmly grounded in his faith, and dedicated to community ministries.  When I was elected 
to the office of Deacon, I was probably the most eager of the 12 in Steve’s rigorous officer training class.  And I admired his 
introduction to the Reformed and Presbyterian traditions.  But I still did not see myself in a pastoral role. 
 During a kind of sabbatical in my academic career, Steve was instrumental in my further involvement and leadership at St. 
Andrew, first heading up a Children’s Ministry team, then as part-time Director of Christian Education.  All along the way, as I took 
on more and more leadership, Steve would always preface it by saying, “Keep in the back of your mind a larger sense of your 
calling.”  Finally, when I accepted the DCE position full-time, Steve once again suggested that I also consider another level of church 
service. 
 While pursuing coursework through Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in a program to become a Certified DCE, it finally 
dawned on me that ordained pastoral leadership was where I was being called.  No thunderclap, no lightning strike, just the quiet 
but persistent voice of the Spirit channeled through a pastor who saw something in me I didn’t see myself. 
 Not only did Steve Plunkett steer me into seminary, now, over 20 years into my ministry, I still occasionally hear Steve’s voice in 
my sermons and teaching.  Even though we did not always agree on everything in the details, there are a few themes that Steve 
returned to often which still crop up in my own thinking and writing.  Among those are: 
 Every issue we face in life is a matter of faith.  Our faith informs not only our prayers, but also our life choices, our political 
leanings, how we use our resources. 
 The demands of the gospel often fly in the face of what American culture leads us to think about ourselves and the world. 
 The story of the Bible is more than just the saga of ancient people who lived in a remote place on the other side of the world.  It 
is our own story. 
 I have had many mentors.  I have learned valuable lessons from every pastor I have worked with or have known well.  But no 
two have had a greater impact on my formation as a person and as a pastor than my father, Jack Collier, and my pastor, Steve 
Plunkett. 
 Thanks be to God for their lives and their witness. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY — FEBRUARY 17 
Worship video will be on www.fpc-mc.com 
 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES UPCOMING 
“Lent of Liberation” Devotional — Led by Pastor Paul 

“Sacred Spaces” — Weekly Activity and Devotional 

“Everybody, Always” Book Group — Led by Beth Ehlers and Nate Ruge 



 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 

On Wednesday, February 17, we will observe the 
beginning of the season of Lent with an Ash 

Wednesday service.  The beginning of Lent is marked 
with a special liturgy and the imposition of ashes on 

the forehead, a stark reminder 
that “you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.”  It is a time to 
remember our mortality, and to 
begin the journey through the 
wilderness, in which we rely 

only on God’s graces. 
Since we cannot gather in 
person, we will offer an Ash Wednesday worship 

video, just like we do for the Sunday services.  And as 
we do for communion, we will ask you at one point to 
pause the video and use whatever you have available 
to mark the sign of the cross on your forehead: some 

flour, some potting soil, a bit of soot from a 
candlewick, whatever you have at hand to indicate 

dust or ashes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A BIG thank you to the following people for helping 
with Meals on Wheels for the week of January 25 

through January 29: 
 

Judy Dunker 
Linda Little 
Bob Lind 

Gwen Smith 

Session Notes 
 

The Session met January 28, 2021 in a Stated Meeting 
via Zoom, an on-line videoconferencing service. 

 

The Session took the following actions: 
1)  Reappointed David Little as Clerk of Session 

for 2021. 
2)  Approved the proposed 2021 budget, which will be 

presented to the congregation at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on February 7, 2021. 

3)  Appointed Suzanne Hofstrand and Paula Warren as 
Session members of the Special Needs and Endowment 

Ministry Team. 
4)  Approved the Sacrament of Communion for the 
following dates in 2021: Jan 3, Feb 7, Mar 7, Apr 1 

(Maundy Thursday), Apr 4 (Easter), May 2, Jun 6, Jul 4, 
Aug 1, Sep 5, Oct 3, Nov 7, Dec 5, and Dec 26. 

5)  Approved two fundraising events for fall of 2021, as 
proposed by the Mission Ministry Team:  a rummage 
sale intended to support local non-profits, and a craft 

sale intended to offset a proposed 2021 budget 
reduction in the Session Designated Mission fund. 
6)  Reviewed changes to the bylaws permitting the 

usage of digital meeting technologies to be approved 
at the upcoming Annual Congregational Meeting. 

 
David Little, Clerk of Session 

Alert, Alert! 
 

After our COVID vaccinations, the Mission Ministry 
Team is planning a giant November craft sale to raise 

funds.  We want to alert our crafting congregation 
members to pull out their crafting tools and begin 
their wondrous projects.  We need your skills and 

efforts to make this sale a success and provide mission 
funds.  Thank you, thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Start your donation piles now as you clean out your 
closets!  The Mission Ministry Team is planning a 
GIANT rummage sale for next fall.  Thank you in 

advance for your support! 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in-person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

February 10 
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 
 

February 17 
Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Kathy Stephens, recovering from knee surgery 
 

+  Richard Tierney 
 

+  Margie Schmidt 
 

+  Bob McCoy 
 

+  Dick Smith, health concerns 
 

+  Gene Kuehn, undergoing chronic leukemia 
    treatment 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

Share Your Stimulus Money 
 

You may receive a stimulus check from the Federal 
Government.  These payments are meant to help 
people who have suffered economically from the 

COVID Pandemic.  They may have lost their job, been 
forced to close down their business or suffered other 
financial losses.  As a result, they may have difficulty 
buying food, paying rent, getting medicines, or going 

without other necessities of life.  Their current 
financial needs are real. 

In contrast, the COVID pandemic has had little impact 
on the finances of many others. The stimulus payment 

is not needed to cover the expenses like the ones 
listed above. It is just a gift of extra money.  If you are 
one of these, you may consider giving your stimulus 
money to one of the many local organizations that 

support the needs of those financially impacted by the 
Corona Virus.  Examples of these organizations include 
the Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank, Community Kitchen, 

Habitat for Humanity and many others.  Or you can 
send the money to the church, care of the Mission 

Committee.  The committee will allocate the funds to 
local and regional charities.  It’s the right thing to do. 

 
The Mission Ministry Team 

February Birthdays 
 

February 10  —  Laureen Jellema 
February 12  —  Amber Little 
February 12  —  Matthew Little 
February 13  —  Jim Kuhlman 
February 15  —  Allison Long 
February 16  —  Adam Lewis 
February 17  —  Kara Ruge 
February 20  —  Ivy Hertzel 
February 24  —  Carter Long 
February 26  —  Keely Hertzel 
February 29  —  Mary Davenport 


