
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
For over 20 years, each February, Claudia and I have made a pilgrimage of sorts to the Conservatory in 

Como Park in St. Paul.  As I have told before, we began that tradition during our first winter in Minnesota, 
when we stumbled on this oasis by accident and found it to be a healing mid-winter balm, giving us the will to 
continue on through the cold and snow until spring and warm weather in June or July. 

Well, February has come and almost gone this year and we have not made it to our oasis.  Add it to the 
long list of things that are not happening right now. 

But it often happens that just about the time I start feeling sorry for myself, or worrying about how bad 
things are going, something jars me out of it.  This time, it was the most recent update from the mission co-
workers we keep in touch with, Jim and Jodi McGill, which I encourage you to read. (https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/god-will-work-wonders-that-we-could-
never-foresee/) 

They tell how the work of their partner church in Niger and South Sudan continues in the face of 
increasing numbers of covid cases.  And, how some of the seeds planted by Jodi and Jim have taken root and 
blossomed under harsh conditions.  Jodi received messages from two people they welcomed into their lives 
and offered help to some 20 years ago in Malawi.  One became a nurse, the other a hospital administrator.   
Reflecting on current events and messages from the past Jodi writes:  “God’s work is not ours.  Their words 
remind us all to remain steadfast and faithful to [God’s] call, and [God] will work wonders that we could 
never foresee.” 

I am reminded that whatever we are going through right now is bad enough, but probably not as bad as 

what people in other places are experiencing (including Texas).  But I am even more reminded that we need 

to be on the lookout for how God is working “wonders that we could never foresee” even in our own place 

and time. 
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A Note from the Stewardship 
Ministry Team 

 

Your Stewardship team wants to thank everyone who 
thoughtfully pledged in 2021.  As you heard at our 
Annual Meeting and can view on the website, our 
budget has been streamlined to reflect a deficit in 

giving in order to meet basic expenses.  
We certainly commend the Finance team under 

Tammy Hertzel's leadership, for their hard work in 
making this happen.  Nonetheless, you may have 

stimulus money or IRA or investment dividend funds 
to help with the budget with an additional monetary 
gift.  Please prayerfully consider if this might be an 
option for you.  Whatever your decision or level of 
giving, know that we are thankful for each of you 

and look forward to gathering again in person. 

February / March Birthdays 
 

February 24 —  Carter Long 
February 26 —  Ivy Hertzel 
February 29 —  Mary Davenport 

 

March   1  —  Danielle Davis 
March   3  —  Doreen Rick 
March   6  —  Sadie Arickx 
March   6  —  Lisa Shirk 
March   9  —  Wayne Opheim 
March   9  —  J. D. Thoreson 
March 10      —  Carol Djuren 
March 10      —  Jennifer Ehlers-Suydam 
March 12      —  Judy Butler 
March 17      —  Dave Djuren 
March 18      —  LeAnne Clausen-Demontes 
March 18      —  Steve Ehlers 
March 20      —  Jean Laudner 
March 20      —  Kim Moffett 
March 21      —  John Henry 
March 22      —  Donna Lee Olson 
March 25      —  Becky Smith 
March 25      —  Bruce Trimble 
March 26      —  Kristen Ehlers 
March 28      —  Laurie McBride 
March 29      —  Jackie Wendt 

Mission Ministry Team Update 
 

Thank you to all who have 
donated new or gently used 

winter coats to the coat drive 
for St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Mission of Dignity.  As the cold 

weather continues, men’s, 
women and children’s coats 

are still needed. 
The collection of hygiene 

products continues as well. 
Items include toothpaste/

toothbrush, shampoo, 
deodorant, bar soap or body 

wash, dish soap, laundry soap and toilet tissue.  Many 
of these items are not available at our local food bank, 
and St. John’s has seen an increased demand for these 

items.  You may bring your donations of coats and 
hygiene items to the church and we will see that they 

are delivered to St. John’s. 

The coat rack outside of 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in downtown Mason City. 

An altar of made of donated 
hygiene products. 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Caleb and Jennifer Suydam on the 
birth of their son James Thomas Suydam;  

James was born on February 13, 2021. 
Congratulations also to the grandparents 

Steve and Beth Ehlers and the great grandparents 
Gene and Nancy Kuehn. 

If you wish to send a card to the proud parents, 
below is the address: 

 

Caleb and Jennifer Suydam 
68 East Circle 

Streator, IL  61364 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in-person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

February 24 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31 

Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 
 

March 3 
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Kathy Stephens, recovering from knee surgery 
 

+  Richard Tierney 
 

+  Margie Schmidt 
 

+  Bob McCoy 
 

+  Dick Smith 
 

+  Gene Kuehn 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

 
 
 
Jerry and I want to thank you all for the thoughts and 
prayers following my knee surgery.  I am doing well 

and I think Jerry is a terrific nurse!  We hope to see you 
all soon!  Thank you again. 

 

Kathy Stephens 

CONNECT Youth Group 
Family Game Nights! 

Middle/High School  
Students and Families 

 

Sunday, February 28 @ 7:00 pm (Last Sunday/month) 
 

Calling all middle and high school families for a time  
of playing and growing together.  Each month we’ll 
have some fun on ZOOM together while exploring 

“contagious qualities for healthy relationships”. 
 

Keep your eyes open for an email invite from Nate. 

Sacred Spaces 
Lenten Household Activity 

 

Looking to do a little Spring & Spiritual Cleaning?  
Sacred Spaces is a way to do BOTH at the same time. 
We’ll spend time each week going through rooms in 
our own homes and thinking about how our faith is 

present in all of our spaces. 
 

Kits are available for pickup, call 
Nate if you’d like to pick up one. 

Everybody, Always - Bob Goff 
Book Discussion Group - Lent 

 

In this five-session study, we’re exploring what it  
means to love everybody the way Jesus loved them– 

without fear, insecurity, or restriction. 
 

We’re meeting in two groups each week. 
Mondays @ 8:00 pm  |  Wednesdays @ 9:00 pm 

“Won’t You Be My Neighbor” Day 
March 20 

 

As we celebrate the ministry of Mr. Rogers, we 
thought it might be fun if we could send letters to all 
of our younger “neighbors” (the kids in our church).  

 
If you’d like to participate, email 
nate.ruge@gmail.com for more 
information and a list of names 

and addresses. 


