
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
 Last week I lost the two people who have had the greatest impact on my life and helped determine my future and 
career.  And strangely enough, they died on the same day, within hours of each other. 
 My father, the Rev. Jack Collier, came from a family of Texas cattle traders.  Even though he was a rodeo cowboy in 
his youth, he did not follow in the footsteps of his father and brothers, but somehow became a Baptist preacher and 
pastor.  One of my earliest memories is of his ordination at Victory Baptist Church in Wichita Falls, Texas, and of the 
tiny farm town of Roosevelt, Oklahoma, where he began his career as a pastor. 
 For much of his career, my dad pastored churches that could not afford to pay a full-time salary, and so he worked a 
separate job.  He was a licensed electrician and spent Monday through Friday at that job, Saturdays preparing for the 
next day, and Sundays leading a Bible study and worship, preaching at both a morning and evening service.  And still, 
somehow he always found time to play with us kids, to teach us how to fix things, to host donut and hymn-sing 
evenings at our home, and to create a Halloween Haunted House in our garage. 
 From my dad (and mom), I learned how to live by faith.  Although we never went without anything we really needed, 
we often skirted along the edge of poverty for much of my childhood.  But my parents never complained or doubted 
that we would get by.  We lived by the faith expressed in a hymn that was sung at my dad’s ordination—“Be not 
dismayed whate’er betide: God will take care of you.”  I found that to be true as a child; I still find it to be true. 
 My dad once re-told the story of Jacob, after his night of wrestling with the angel.  He describes Jacob walking along 
the road back to town, his clothes ripped and muddy, his hair standing on end, dried blood caked around his nose.  
Someone sees him and asks what in the world happened.  Jacob shrugs his shoulders and says, “I was blessed.”  That is 
the story of my dad’s life.  He endured many struggles and hardships along with moments of joy and laughter.  But he 
considered it all a part of the blessing, not just the good and pleasant parts, but even the hard and sorrowful parts.  It is 
all blessing. 
 My dad was the one who raised me, who baptized me, who married me and Claudia, and who was a shameless 

braggart about any accomplishments of mine, whether deserved or not.  He had the greatest impact on who I have 

become as a person.  But he was not the one who steered me into ministry as a Presbyterian pastor.  Next time, I’ll tell 

you about my other pastor, the Rev. Steve Plunkett. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
Sunday, February 7 at 11:30 am  (Zoom) 
 

ADULT FORUM “MY GRANDFATHER’S BLESSINGS” 
Sundays at 9:00 am  (Zoom)  —  January 31 through February 14 
 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES COMING SOON 
Book Discussions, Devotionals, and Activities 



 

 

Welcome New Officers 
 

On Sunday, January 24, we ordained and installed the 

new class of Deacons and Elders by a Zoom gathering.  

Please welcome and offer a sign of support and 

encouragement to Deacons Bob Elsbury, Ann Hanes, 

Carol Kelly, Jackie Wendt, and Brenda Winter; and 

Elders Mary Davenport, Steve Ehlers, J. D. Thoreson, 

and Mark Young. 

Lent of Liberation 
 

During the season of Lent, Pastor Paul will be leading a 
discussion based on a devotional book called Lent of 

Liberation: Confronting the Legacy of American Slavery 
by Cheri L. Mills.  This book invites readers to use the 
season of Lent to reflect on the brutal institution of 

slavery and its impact on Black people in America and 
recognize how its evolution and legacy continue to 

harm their descendants.  Each of the 40 daily 
devotions includes, along with a Scripture text and 

reflection, an excerpt from the 1871 book 
The Underground Railroad: A Record by William Still, 

stories of Black bondservants who escaped to freedom 
through the Underground Railroad, stories which 

reveal their humanity. 
We will gather by Zoom each week to discuss the 
week’s readings and share our own insights and 

experiences.  You can choose to join the discussion on 
Sundays at 9:00 am, or on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm. 

We have 18 books available now, or you can order 
your own through any online book retailer.  To enroll 

in the discussion group, please email Pastor Paul 
directly (pcollier676@gmail.com) and let him know 

which group you intend to join. 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation —
February 7 

 

We will hold our Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
on Sunday, February 7, at 11:30 am, by a Zoom 

meeting.  The worship service on that day will be the 
usual weekly video, and you will receive a link to this 
Zoom gathering.  We will conduct all the necessary 

business, including: electing a Nominating Committee, 
electing a congregational representative to the Special 
Needs and Endowment Committee, and reviewing the 

pastor’s terms of call.  The Annual Report will be 
available for view on the church’s website.  Please call 

Heidi at the church office if you would like a printed 
copy of the Annual Report. 

 
 
 
 

 

The January, February, March 2021 “These Days” 
devotional have arrived and are available in the 

church office. 

Volunteer, Volunteer, Volunteer! 
 

Need something to do with your extra time and make 
you feel good at the same time?  Try volunteering with 

the First Presbyterian mission projects: 
 

Community Kitchen 
Our church helps there the first Tuesday of each 

month from 4:00 pm to around 6:00 pm. 
We help make meals and box them for people to take 
home; 2 volunteers are needed.  Also, Friday mornings 

from 9:00 am to around noon during the months of 
February, April, June, August, October and December; 
2 volunteers are needed.  Please contact Judy Dunker 
(641-424-6409) or Jill Thoreson (641-424-3238) if you 

would like to volunteer at the Community Kitchen. 
 

Meals on Wheels 
First Presbyterian Church volunteers to help deliver 

noon meals to shut-ins for about 5 weeks; the months 
may vary during the year.  We help with 1-2 or 3 

routes during that week with 2 volunteers needed per 
route.  Pick up times are between 10:30 am and 11:00 

am at the Cancer Center door at MercyOne.  Each 
route takes about 45 minutes to complete.  Please call 

Becky Smith at 641-423-6781 if you would like 
to help deliver meals. 

 

Hawkey Harvest Food Bank 
Volunteers are needed here to box up groceries for 

people to take home.  The hours are from 1:00 pm to 
4:00 pm weekday afternoons; there are some morning 

hours available as well.  If you are interested in this 
opportunity, please call Carol Clayton at the Food Bank 

at 641-424-3073. 
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Lighthouse Kids @ Sea 
 

UPCOMING STORIES 

    January 29 - A Storm 

    February 5 - The Sower 
 

Our weekly journey @ Sea continues as we  
explore stories about Jesus’ life from the Bible. 

 

Each Friday we’ll email out a short video to watch  
on YouTube that includes time to check-in, prayers, 
and a Bible story read by people from our church.  

 

Then look for Nate on Friday evening.  He’ll drop off an  
Activity Sheet full of fun ways to explore the story. 

CONNECT Youth Group 
Family Game Nights! 

Middle/High School 
Students and Families 

 

Sunday, January 31 @ 7:00 pm (Last Sunday/month) 
 

Calling all middle and high school families for a time  
of playing and growing together.  Each month we’ll 
have some fun on ZOOM together while exploring 

“contagious qualities for healthy relationships.” 
 

Keep your eyes open for an email invite from Nate. 

Readings from My Grandfather’s Blessing 
Sundays @ 9:00 am (ZOOM) 

 

Join us as we explore several readings 
from My Grandfather’s Blessings by 

Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen. 
 

She shares her stories to remind us of 
the power of our kindness and the joy 

of being alive.  Her grandfather, an 
orthodox rabbi and scholar of the 

Kabbalah, taught her that blessing one another is what 
fills our emptiness, heals our loneliness, and connects 

us more deeply to life. 
 

On Sundays through February 14, we will share 
thoughts, insights and conversation over several of 

these stories. 
 

For details/or to get on our forum email list,  
please contact Nancy Nickerson or Yvonne Addis. 

Sacred Spaces 
Lenten Household Activity 

 

Looking to do a little Spring Spiritual Cleaning?  Sacred 
Spaces is a way to do BOTH at the same time. We’ll 

spend time each week going through rooms in our own 
homes and thinking about how our faith is present in 

all of our spaces. 
 

Kits will be available for pickup on 
February 8th.  You can call Nate if 

you’d like to sign up for one. 

Everybody, Always - Bob Goff 
Book Discussion Group - Lent 

 

In this five-session study, we’ll explore what it  
means to love everybody the way Jesus loved them– 

without fear, insecurity, or restriction. 
 

We’ll have two groups meet each week, 
Mondays @ 9:00 pm or Wednesdays @ 9:00 pm. 

 

Feel free to purchase the book and read ahead. 

A Note from the 
Mission Ministry Team 

 

The Mission Ministry Team is gathering gently used 
winter coats — men’s, women’s or children’s. 

Drop them off at the church office, and we will deliver 
them to the Mission for Dignity at St. John’s Episcopal 

Church.  In this time of unemployment and COVID, 
these coats will find many needy recipients. 

Thank you for your charitable donations! 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in-person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

January 27 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

 

February 3 
Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

February Birthdays 
 

February   1  —  Kay Sloan 
February   2  —  Susan Trimble 
February   2  —  Brett Winter 
February   4  —  Don Smith 
February   5  —  Susan Fisher 
February   5  —  Nancy Kuehn 
February   6  —  Tom Waggoner 
February   8  —  Alice Zinnel 
February   9  —  Gary Swenson 
February   9  —  Mary Woerner 
February 10  —  Laureen Jellema 
February 12  —  Amber Little 
February 12  —  Matthew Little 
February 13  —  Jim Kuhlman 
February 15  —  Allison Long 
February 16  —  Adam Lewis 
February 17  —  Kara Ruge 
February 20  —  Ivy Hertzel 
February 24  —  Carter Long 
February 26  —  Keely Hertzel 
February 29  —  Mary Davenport 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Family and friends of the Rev. Jack Collier, 
     Pastor Paul’s father, who died on January 18 
 

+  Family and friends of the Rev. Steve Plunkett, 
     who died on January 18 
 

+  Richard Tierney 
 

+  Margie Schmidt 
 

+  Bob McCoy 
 

+  Heidi Mechler 
 

+  Dick Smith, health concerns 
 

+  Gene Kuehn, undergoing chronic leukemia 
    treatment 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Shirley Dean 


