
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
 I write this on Monday, January 11, some five days after the assault on our nation’s capital, and on our 
elected leaders, the Senators and Representatives who were carrying out their duty in certifying a national 
election.  The developments in the aftermath of this assault are moving quickly.  By the time you read this, 
the House of Representatives is likely to have drawn up and approved articles of impeachment of the 
President, for the second time.  And there are reports of plans for further protests that could lead to more 
violence and the loss of more lives. 
 Whatever actions taken in the coming days, this is a dark and heart-wrenching time in the life of our 
nation.  We are called to offer our prayers for all our leaders, and for the healing of the wounds that have 
divided us so grievously.  The Presbyterian Outlook has provided several thoughtful reflections and moving 
prayers by some of our denominational leaders, and they can be found here (https://pres-outlook.org/tag/
capitol-mob/). 
 But we are also at a time when the truth-telling of our elected officials is being called into question, and the 
trustworthiness of our institutions and elections is being put to the test.  This week, in my sermon, we will 
consider the guidance our biblical tradition gives, particularly as it applies to the ninth commandment, the 
one about bearing false witness. 
 In the meantime, I invite you to join me in praying for a peaceful transfer of power and for calm in our 
nation’s capital, not only because it is necessary to conduct the people’s business and secure the well-being 
of all our citizens, but also because each day they are distracted by such needless disruptions, our leaders are 
not able to focus on the containment of this pandemic that continues to take lives, and on the distribution of 
the vaccine that will save lives. 
 God be with you till we meet again. 

Inside this Issue 

NEWSLETTER 

January 11, 2021        Vol. 61  No. 1 

www.fpc-mc.com  |  100 South Pierce Avenue, Mason City, IA  |  (641) 424-4273  |  firstpresbymc@gmail.com 

ADULT FORUM “MY GRANDFATHER’S BLESSINGS” 
Sundays at 9:00 am  (Zoom)  —  January 17 through February 14 
 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS 
Sunday, January 24 at 11:30 am  (Zoom) 
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
Sunday, February 7 at 11:30 am  (Zoom) 
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Ordination and Installation of 
New Officers 

 

On Sunday, January 24, at 11:30 am, you are invited 
to join in a congregational Zoom call as we ordain 

and install our new Elders and Deacons.  Worship on 
that Sunday will still be by our weekly worship video.  
You will also be sent a link to this separate ordination 
and installation service.  Please join us as we witness 

the commitments these officers have made and 
promise our support.  Those being ordained and 

installed are Deacons Bob Elsbury, Ann Hanes, Carol 
Kelly, Jackie Wendt, and Brenda Winter, and Elders 
Mary Davenport, Steve Ehlers, J. D. Thoreson, and 

Mark Young. 

Session Notes 
 

The Session met December 17, 2020 in a Stated 
Meeting via Zoom, an on-line videoconferencing 

service. 
 

The Session approved the following actions: 
1)  Approved bonuses in the amounts of $500 for Heidi 
Mechler and Nate Ruge, and $300 for Laura Little, for 
outstanding service to the congregation during this 

challenging year. 
2)  Scheduled the Annual Congregational Meeting for 

February 7, 2021 at 11:30 am. 
3)  At the Annual Congregational Meeting, Session 

will recommend revision to the bylaws to reduce the 
number of active Deacons and Elders from twelve to 

nine. 
4)  Scheduled the Ordination and Installation of 

Officers for January 24, 2021. 
 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation —
February 7 

 

We will hold our Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
on Sunday, February 7, at 11:30 am, by a Zoom 

meeting.  It will be unlike any annual meeting in our 
church’s history, and we hope it will be the last time 

we are forced to gather in this way.  The worship 
service on that day will be the usual weekly video, and 
you will receive a link to this Zoom gathering.  We will 
conduct all the necessary business, including: electing 

a Nominating Committee, electing a congregational 
representative to the Special Needs and Endowment 
Committee, and reviewing the pastor’s terms of call. 

2020 Rorick Grant 
 

The 2020 Rorick Grant of $338.70 has been received. 
Since 1988, our church has received an annual grant 

from Lorraine and Ray Rorick Fund under the Last Will 
and Testament of Ray Rorick in memory of Lorraine 

and Ray Rorick.  The trust was not restricted but 
indicated a preference for capital improvements and 

debt reduction.  Among other projects the Rorick 
grants have paid off the debt from the Friendship 

Wing construction, paid for the boiler, paid for the 
Fellowship Hall energy efficient windows, and most 

recently, paid a portion of the parking lot paving.  We 
continue to be grateful for this gift that has benefited 

the church in so many ways. 

 
 
 
 

 

The January, February, March 2021 “These Days” 
devotional have arrived and are available now in the 

church office. 

Office Closed on MLK Day 
 

The church office will be closed on Monday, 
January 18, in honor of the birthday of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr.  You are also encouraged to honor the 
legacy of Dr. King, particularly by engaging in some 

form of community service, or in ways that enhance 
racial justice in our nation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A BIG thank you to the following people for being 
Community Kitchen volunteers this past quarter: 

 

Linda Little, Bruce Trimble, Judy Dunker, 
Nancy Beenken, Teri Elsbury and Jill Thoreson. 

 

We are scheduled to work again in February on the 
2nd and the 5th.  If anyone is interested in 

volunteering, please contact Jill or Judy. 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in-person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

January 13 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 
 

January 20 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

Richard Tierney; Margie Schmidt; Bob McCoy; 
Heidi Mechler; Dick Smith, health concerns; 
Gene Kuehn, undergoing chronic leukemia 

treatment; Ann MacGregor; and Shirley Dean. 

January Birthdays 
 

January 13  —  Earl Opheim 
January 18  —  Doug Kennedy 
January 21  —  Stephanie Ehlers 
January 22  —  Bob Jones 
January 24  —  Alice Haynes 
January 27  —  Joan Bantz 
January 27  —  Darla Connell 
January 27  —  Doris Smith 

Lighthouse Kids @ Sea 
 

UPCOMING STORIES 
 January 15 - Jesus’ Baptism 
 January 22 - The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our weekly journey @ Sea continues as we  
explore stories about Jesus’ life from the Bible. 

 

Each Friday we’ll email out a short video to watch  
on YouTube that includes time to check-in, prayers, 
and a Bible story read by people from our church. 

 

Then look for Nate on Friday evening.  He’ll drop off an  
Activity Sheet full of fun ways to explore the story. 

CONNECT Youth Group 
Family Game Night! 

Middle/High School  
Students and Families 

 

Sunday, January 31 @ 7:00 pm  (Last Sunday/month) 
 

Calling all middle and high school families for a time  
of playing and growing together.  Each month we’ll 
have some fun on ZOOM together while exploring 

“contagious qualities for healthy relationships.” 
 

Keep your eyes open for an email invite from Nate. 

 
 
 

This month our Confirmation students will be taking  
a Spiritual Gifts Inventory with their Mentors. 

 

Then later in January we’ll talk about how we can 
share our gifts (Stewardship) and find creative ways  

to use them in our everyday lives (Ministry).  

Readings from 
“My Grandfather’s Blessings” 

Sundays @ 9:00 am  (ZOOM) 
 

Join us as we explore several readings 
from “My Grandfather’s Blessings” by 

Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen. 
 

She shares her stories to remind us of 
the power of our kindness and the joy 

of being alive.  Her grandfather, an 
orthodox rabbi and scholar of the 

Kabbalah, taught her that blessing one 
another is what fills our emptiness, 
heals our loneliness, and connects  

                 us more deeply to life. 
 

On Sundays through February 14, we will share 
thoughts, insights, and conversation over several of 

these stories. 
 

For details or to get on our forum email list,  
please contact Nancy Nickerson or Yvonne Addis. 


