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WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 In the middle of our busy lives,  

God calls us into community. 

In the rush of work, family, and our friends,  

Christ calls us into discipleship. 

With those who are known and with those who are strangers,  

the Spirit calls us into service. 

With people across the street and around the world, 

the Triune God calls us into worship. 
 

HYMN   “O God of Every Nation” 
 

 O God of every nation, of every race and land, 

 Redeem the whole creation with your almighty hand. 

 Where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled, 

 In love and mercy guide us and heal our strife torn world. 
 

 From search for wealth and power and scorn of truth and right, 

 From trust in bombs that shower destruction through the night, 

 From pride of race and station and blindness to your way, 

 Deliver every nation, eternal God, we pray. 
 

 Keep bright in us the vision of days when war will cease, 

 When hatred and division give way to love and peace, 

 Till dawns the morning glorious when truth and justice reign 

 And Christ shall rule victorious o’er all the world’s domain. 
  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, if we conceal your love  

because our pursuit of other priorities  

prevents us from seeing and serving people in need: 

forgive us.  

If we conceal your compassion because of our prejudice and intolerance: 

forgive us. 

If we conceal your mercy because of hard and unforgiving attitudes: 

forgive us. 

If we conceal your truth through our lack of credible witness: 

forgive us. 

If we conceal your glory because all we reflect is our own self-centeredness: 

forgive us, O God. 

Cleanse our lives of all selfish attitudes of mind and heart  

so that your transforming power is revealed in and through all we do and say and are; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 In Jesus Christ, all is forgiven. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
  

MOMENT WITH CHILDREN 
 

 
 
 



FIRST SCRIPTURE READING    James 3: 4-18 

     Look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are 

guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small 

member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the 

tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the 

whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of 

beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human 

species, but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless 

the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the 

same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a 

spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my 

brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.   

     Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are 

done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, 

but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also 

be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 

hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.       
  

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING      Exodus 20: 16 

 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 

SERMON  “Truthfulness” 
 

HYMN    “Help Us Accept Each Other” 
 

 Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us: 

 Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 

 Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe 

 We are ourselves accepted, and meant to love and live. 
 

 Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 

 In living situations to do the truth in love; 

 To practice your acceptance until we know by heart 

 The table of forgiveness, and laughter’s gentle art. 
 

 Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 

 Who hunger for acceptance, for justice and for bread, 

 We need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on: 

 Renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us; make us one! 
 

 

PRAYERS 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

RESPONSE  “We Lift our Voices (We Are an Offering)” 
 

 We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 

 Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands;  

Lord, use our lives, they are yours:  we are an offering. 

 All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 

 We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  

we are an offering. 



SENDING 
 The vision of First Presbyterian Church is to glorify God by: 

      Gathering as children of God; 

      Growing together in faith, hope, and love; and, 

      Going out to make Christ known. 
 

BLESSING 
 

RESPONSE 
 God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace. 

 Loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care enfold you. 

 God be with you till we meet again, God be in you, go in peace. 
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