
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
    First, let me once again thank all of you who helped make our Christmas Pageant such a memorable 

experience—musicians, actors, readers, video editor.  It was truly a collaborative effort. 
    Like many other Christmas Eve programs I have sampled this season, ours was an exercise in improvising, 

making the best use of our gifts, ingenuity, and creativity to present the story of the birth of Jesus and 
celebrate the light and love that he brings into our world. 

    And isn’t that a fitting way to celebrate?  Especially when you consider that the first Christmas was also 
improvised.  Mary and Joseph and the shepherds did not have a script to follow.  And one of the deepest 
mysteries of our faith—God with us in human form, as a helpless child—was celebrated with joy and 
laughter, with tears and silence, making do with whatever resources they could cobble together. 

    It was a disappointment that we could not gather in the parking lot to light candles and sing “Silent 
Night,” but even that change of plans was indicative of this past year, when so many of our routines had to 
be altered, so many of our plans postponed. 

    Even though the imminent arrival of a Covid vaccine is reason for hopefulness, this pandemic is still not 
through with us.  We will continue to rely on our resourcefulness and flexibility as we adapt to conditions and 
as we wait patiently. 

    I think the common thread through this whole experience is our need to trust.  Trust that we will get 
through, trust that we have the resources to overcome whatever obstacles still remain, and most of all, trust 
that God is with us, and has been with us all along.  It calls for the kind of trust that Joseph exhibits when he 
takes Mary as his wife, and when he makes plans for a journey to Bethlehem in the face of the uncertainty of 
childbirth.  It calls for the kind of trust that Mary embodies when she gives birth in a stable and lays her child 
in a manger.  None of them knew how things would turn out, but each of them trusted that all would be well. 

    May we welcome this new year and all that it brings as a gift from God.  And may we find not only the 
material resources we need, but even more may we draw from the deep well of trust that will see us through 
whatever new challenges 2021 brings. 

    God be with you till we meet again. 
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INTO THE NEW YEAR WITH ADULT FORUM 
Starting Sunday, January 3, 2021 at 9:00 am  (ZOOM) 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS DEADLINE 
All reports are due Monday, January 4, 2021 
 

STEEPLE REMOVAL PROJECT COMPLETED! 
See article and picture on page 2 



 

 

Officer Appreciation 
 

Each year, as we welcome a new class of Elders and 
Deacons, we also give thanks for those who have 

completed their term.  Elders Tammy Hertzel, Dan 
Kilborn, Don Smith, and Gwen Smith have rotated off 
Session.  Deacons Gary Howell, Jean Laudner, Linda 

Little, and Coni Samsel have completed their term on 
the Board of Deacons.  We are grateful for their 
service and leadership for the past three years. 

Annual Reports 
 

Reports for the 2020 Annual Report 
are due no later than Monday, 

January 4, 2021. 
Please email your report in “Word” format to the 
church office at firstpresbymc@gmail.com.  If you 
would like a copy of the report you submitted last 

year, please let the office know. 
 

It is very important to submit your report in a timely 
manner and your help with this is very much 

appreciated.  If it is not possible for you to meet the 
deadline, please make prior arrangements with the 

church office. 

Razing the Ceiling 
 

The Building and Properties Team is happy to 
announce that the false ceiling above the choir loft has 

successfully been removed.  The team approved the 
hiring of Becker Construction and they completed the 
job on Monday, Dec. 28th.  This marks the completion 

of the Steeple removal project.  We want to thank 
David Little for taking the lead on this endeavor.  Dave 

spent many hours talking to contractors working on 
the safest way to accomplish this project.  Also, thank 

you to Stan Zinnel for introducing us to Becker 
Construction.  Good job team! 

Congregational Mission Report 
 

In October, the Mission Ministry Team designated 
$500 from our budget to Presbyterian Derecho Relief.  

This donation combined with others provided over 
$31,000 in relief.  $17,000 went to food banks for 

infrastructure replacement and increased food 
demand.  In the spring a tree planting initiative will 

begin to replace the horrendous deforestation in the 
area.  Thank you to each of you for your continued 

support of our mission efforts. 

 
 
 
 

 

A heartfelt thank you for all the cards, prayers, and 
well wishes since my recent illness.  Your care and 

concern is very much appreciated! 
 

Heidi Mechler,  Office Secretary 



 

 

Lighthouse Kids @ Sea 
 

UPCOMING STORIES 

   January 8 - Jesus’ Baptism 

   January 15 - The Disciples 
 

We’re continuing our weekly Journey @ Sea as we  
explore stories about Jesus’ life from the Bible. 

 

Each week we email out a short video to watch  
on YouTube that includes time to check-in, prayers, 
and a Bible story read by people from our church. 

 

We’ll drop off an Activity Sheet full of ways to  
explore the story and questions to discuss. 

Into the New Year with Adult Forum 
Sundays @ 9:00 am  (ZOOM) 

 

We are kicking off the new year  
with these enticing sessions. 

 

JANUARY 3 
We will delve into a discussion of spirituality with  

the article “With or Without Religion” from the book 
The Life of Meaning, Chapter 30. 

 

JANUARY 10 
"Getting to Know You" is back! 

Our own Charlene Gooch will share some of her  
rich and varied life experiences including her  

evolving journey through faith, work and service. 
 

For details/or to get on our forum email list,  
please contact Nancy Nickerson or Yvonne Addis. 

 

Hoping to see you on Zoom next Sunday at 9 am! 

CONNECT Youth Group 
Family Game Nights! 

Middle/High School  
Students and Families 

 

Sunday, January 31 @ 7:00 pm  (Last Sunday/month) 
 

Calling all middle and high school families for a time  
of playing and growing together.  Each month we’ll 
have some fun on ZOOM together while exploring 

“contagious qualities for healthy relationships.” 
 

Keep your eyes open for an email invite from Nate. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

This month our Confirmation students will be taking  
a Spiritual Gifts Inventory with their Mentors. 

 

Then later in January we’ll talk about how we can 
share our gifts (Stewardship) and find creative ways 

to use them in our everyday lives (Ministry). 

January Birthdays 
 

January   4  —  Darrell Fisher 
January   5  —  Will Jellema 
January   5  —  Kristen Long 
January   5  —  Sally Waggoner 
January 10  —  Shirley Harmon 
January 11  —  Perrin Echelberger 
January 11  —  Letha Steinauer 
January 13  —  Earl Opheim 
January 18  —  Doug Kennedy 
January 21  —  Stephanie Ehlers 
January 22  —  Bob Jones 
January 24  —  Alice Haynes 
January 27  —  Joan Bantz 
January 27  —  Darla Connell 
January 27  —  Doris Smith 

2020 Pledges 
 

If you would like to add to you 2020 Pledge after 
you received your 4th quarter contribution 
statement, please contact Laura Little at 

641-424-4273 or financialfpcmc@gmail.com. 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in-person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

December 30 
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20 

Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9) 10-18 
 

January 6 
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29 
Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Margie Schmidt 
 

+  Bob McCoy 
 

+  Heidi Mechler 
 

+  Dick Smith, health concerns 
 

+  Gene Kuehn, undergoing chronic leukemia 
    treatment 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

 
 
 
 

 

As of today we have not yet received the January, 
February, March 2021 “These Days” devotional.  An 
email will be sent out as soon as they are available. 


