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First Sunday of Advent 

WELCOME 

INTROIT   
 Light one candle to watch for Messiah, let the light banish darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Today we begin the Advent journey in search of HOPE. 
In this season we prepare for the coming of Christ.
Christ is always coming, 
always entering a troubled world, a wounded heart. 
The light from these candles grows stronger each Sunday in Advent
to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world.
As we light the candle on the Advent Wreath, 
we invite you to join us by lighting a candle wherever you are.

The First Advent Candle is lit
We light one candle for HOPE. 
Because the world is broken and the wait is long 
but hope just won’t let go. 
Hope holds space for all our longings 
lingers on the edge of harsh reality 
like the dawn gently awakening the sky. 
“Keep awake,” she whispers, “for the world is being made new.” 
So we light one candle, because it only takes one: 
Christ with us. 
Let us pray:
God of Hope, out of death you bring life.
Renew us in hope, so that we may be alert
to the dawning of Christ’s advent among us.
God of promise, God of hope,
into our darkness come.  Amen.

HYMN  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the who world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God our maker, we confess that we are not ready to meet you.
We study the trends of our times and ignore the signs of your reign.
We trust in things that pass away and forget your eternal promises.
Forgive us, God of grace.  Strengthen us, by your hand,
so that we may be ready for that day when you come to reign in glory;



through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

MOMENT WITH CHILDREN

MUSICAL OFFERING     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING    Isaiah 64: 1-4
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.

GOSPEL READING  Mark 13: 24-37
But in those days, after that suffering, 
     the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
     and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory.
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven.

From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away.

But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It 
is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or 
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

SERMON        “The Color Violet” 

HYMN     “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”
Now the heavens start to whisper, as the veil is growing thin.
Earth from slumber wakes to listen to the stirring, faint within:
Seeds of promise, deeply planted, child to spring from Jesse’s stem!
Like the soil beneath the frostline, hearts grow soft to welcome him.
Heavy clouds that block the moonlight now begin to drift away.
Diamond brilliance through the darkness shines the hope of coming day.
Christ, the morning star of splendor, gleams within a world grown dim.
Heaven’s ember fans to fullness; hearts grow warm to welcome him.
Christ, eternal Sun of justice, Christ, the rose of wisdom’s seed,
Come to bless with fire the fragrance hours of yearning, hurt, and need.



In the lonely, in the stranger, in the outcast, hid from view: 
Child who comes to grace the manger, teach our hearts to welcome you.  

PRAYERS 
Come quickly, Lord;  our hope is in you.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

BLESSING 
Be people of hope. 
Let hope live in your heart and share the hope of Christ with all you meet. 
Share hope by noticing someone else’s humanity. 
Share hope by listening to someone’s story. 
Share hope by praying for our world. 
In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share hope. 
As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share hope with those you meet. 
Amen.

RESPONSE 
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
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