
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
As you probably know, we have begun our annual Stewardship Campaign.  Each year, we ask our members to take 

a moment, count their blessings, and make a commitment of financial support to the mission and ministry of First 
Presbyterian Church. 

On the practical side, these pledges give our budget team and all of our church leaders at least a good estimate of 
what to expect so that they can plan appropriately and responsibly for the coming year. 

But there is more to stewardship than just balancing the budget.  It is also a way we commit ourselves to the work 
that God is doing through this congregation.  Pledging and giving to FPC doesn’t raise you higher in God’s standing.  
God has already chosen you and will always love you. 

But when you give—it changes you.  It acknowledges that we are not created for ourselves alone, but for 
relationship and community.  And it reminds us all that we are together in this life and in this community of faith. 

So that, when you gather here for worship, or join us in a worship video, you can say, “I am a part of that.”  When 
you pledge and give you are part of the Lighthouse Kids learning in creative ways about the love of God for the whole 
world, and about the stories of Jesus.  You are a part of the outreach to our neighbors through Community Kitchen, 
Hawkeye Harvest, and Meals on Wheels.  When Jim McGill works with a community in Niger or Sudan to provide life-
giving clean water, you can say that, even in a small way, you are a part of that.  When a Deacon breaks the isolation of 
a lonely person in a care center, or when a Pastor ministers to a family in grief, you are a part of that.  You have a part 
in a mission trip to neighborhoods hundreds of miles away that have been devastated by tornado or flood damage.  
And when someone joins our congregation and says they have never felt so welcome in a church before, you are a part 
of that. 

In a time of fear, anxiety, and mistrust, you can say that you are part of a community that continues to foster hope, 
trusting in God’s grace for everyone born.  Now more than ever, this congregation needs its members to courageously 
and generously take their part in supporting the ongoing work of God in our own lives, in our community, and in the life 
of the larger world. 

And I am confident that you will.  You have been stepping up courageously during this unprecedented time of 
pandemic with your prayer support, your acts of service, and your financial support, because you believe in the work 
that God is doing in and through the mission and ministries of FPC. 

God be with you till we meet again. 
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS 
All Saints Sunday, November 1 @ 10:30 am 
 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN DEDICATION  —  NOVEMBER 22 
“Live and Give Courageously” 
 

SINGING OUR FAITH  —  WEDNESDAYS @ 7:00 PM  (ZOOM) 
Exploring how music enhances our worship 



 

 

In-Person Worship Returns on 

November 1 
 

The Session has determined that we can safely 

conduct an in-person worship beginning November 1 

at 10:30 am.  There will be no education classes, and 

no gathering for coffee fellowship either before or 

after worship.  You should have received a letter 

explaining the precautions we need to take, and 

guidelines on determining if you should attend or 

continue to worship at home. 

If you have questions, please call the church office.  

And don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour as 

daylight savings time ends. 

Session Notes 
 

The Session met October 22, 2020 in a Stated Meeting 
via Zoom, an on-line videoconferencing service. 

 

We enjoyed 90 minutes of good discussion on a wide 
range of topics in the ongoing life of our congregation:  

worship plans, education activities, mission 
accomplishments, the stewardship campaign, when 

the boiler gets fired up, budget status, pastoral 
concerns, updates from the Presbytery, etc.   

 

As it happens, however, Session took no actions at this 
meeting other than approval of the Minutes from the 

past meetings. 
 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

Online Communion 
 

When we return for in-person worship on November 

1, we will not yet be ready for a safe celebration of the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  But we will continue 

to provide a worship video each week, and in this 

week’s video, we will invite you to break the bread and 

bless the cup in your home.  Even if you attend the in-

person worship, you are encouraged to also join the 

video worship service for communion.  When the 

notice about the video is sent out, we will indicate 

where the communion service begins. 

Singing Our Faith 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm 

 

We continue to look at the 
relationships among the scripture 

and music selections for each week’s worship, listen 
to musical excerpts, explore the story behind music, 

and learn some interesting music trivia! 
 

Join us on ZOOM on Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm, or 
watch the recorded sessions on YouTube the 

following week. 

Address Change 
 

Michael and Amy Mahaffey send their 
love to FPC members from their new 

home: 
 

31 Copperdale Drive 
Simpsonville, SC  29681 

A Note from the Mission Ministry Team 
 

A big thank you to all who provided personal items for 
the needy.  The Mission Ministry Team challenges you 
to repeat this generosity and fill the bin by the church 

office. 
 

The Mission Ministry Team has sent 20 family game 
packets to Prairie Ridge.  A thank you to all involved 

and to Lorrie Young for the original idea. 
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WATCH - Weekly Worship Services 

READ - Recent Sermons 

CHECK OUT - Pulse Newsletter Articles 

FIND - COVID-19 Phased Re-Opening Plan  

STAY IN TOUCH - Contact Information 

 

Middle School ZOOM Game Night 
Wednesday, November 11 @ 7:30 pm 

 

High School ZOOM Game Night 
Wednesday, November 18 @ 7:30 pm 

Becoming Better Grownups 
Weekly ZOOM Discussions 

Mondays & Wednesdays @ 9:00pm 
 

Here are some highlights of our discussions on the 
book: Becoming Better Grownups by Brad 

Montague 
 

Chapter Four - Here Comes the Joy Rebels 
We talked about what fills our lives with 

joy and how we can walk through life 
together. 

 

Better grownups are joy rebels inviting us to  
grander views of ourselves and what we can do.  

 

They help everyone they come in contact with  
rise to new ideas of what’s possible.  

 

Chapter Five - Tiny Masterpieces 
In this chapter, we read about a risk Brad took at an 
event at the Guggenheim.  He does something that 

makes him nervous, a little scared, and forces him into 
the unknown… and the results were amazing. 

 

Hope is wherever you are, right under your feet.  
Wherever you go.  Wherever you are today, hope is 
right there, too.  You are sneaking hope into every 

place you go.  Just by being you.  You’re a masterpiece.  

Lighthouse Kids @ Sea 
 

UPCOMING STORIES 

October 27 - The Ten Commandments 

November 3 - The Battle of Jericho 
 

Our Lighthouse Kids continue their weekly journey 
@ Sea exploring amazing stories from the Bible. 

 

Each week we email out a short video to watch  
on YouTube that includes time to check-in, prayers, 
and a Bible story read by people from our church. 

 

We’ll drop off an Activity Sheet full of ways to explore 
the story and questions to discuss with their families. 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Congratulations to Bob & Sarah 
Kress who celebrated their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary on 
October 24, 2020. 

 
 

Congratulations also to Jerry & Kathy 
Stephens who celebrated their 55th 

Wedding Anniversary on 
October 24, 2020. 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in-person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

November 4 
Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 or Amos 5:18-24 

Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20 or Psalm 70 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 

 

November 11 
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; Psalm 90:1-8 (9-11) 12 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Family and friends of Bill Cerny (Laura Cerny’s 
  father), died of covid illness 
 

+  JoAnne Cerny, covid illness 
 

+  Mary Markwalter, covid illness 
 

+  Gene Kuehn, undergoing chronic leukemia 
  treatment 
 

+  Ann Kuhlman 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

 
 
 

 

The October/November/December “These Days” 
daily devotionals are available in the church office. 
Feel free to stop by and pick up a copy for yourself! 

November Birthdays 
 

November   1  —  Huxton Weitzel 
November   3  —  Christina Jellema 
November   4  —  Paul Arickx 
November   4  —  Deb Hudson 
November   8  —  Fred Wendt 
November   9  —  Jacob Ullrich 
November 10  —  Agnes Esung 
November 10  —  Mike Ostrander 
November 15  —  Nancy Beenken 
November 17  —  Dan Kilborn 
November 20  —  Courtney Koenig 
November 20  —  Sarah Kress 
November 21  —  Mary Markwalter 
November 29  —  Greg Shirk 
November 30  —  Cal Dorenkamp 
November 30  —  Brian Jones 


