
 

 

PULSE THE  

A Note from Pastor Paul 
After much deliberation and prayer, the Session of First Presbyterian Church has declared that we are 

now in Phase 3 of our “Phased Plan of Re-Opening.”  Some of the restrictions in that phase have been 
reconsidered in light of what we now know about covid illnesses and mitigating the further spread of the 
virus.  The plan that has been posted on our website will be updated to reflect these changes. 

And I am pleased to announce that, after more than six months of separation, we will be returning to a 
carefully restricted in-person worship, in our sanctuary, beginning November 1. 
We understand that not everyone will be comfortable gathering in person yet, so we will also continue to 
post our weekly worship video just as we have. 

Details are still being worked out, and will be communicated as they become available, but I didn’t want 
this opportunity to go by without letting you know that we are moving toward our goal of reuniting in 
gathered worship.  Thanks be to God! 

Our congregation has had to endure a strain unlike any other in our church’s history.  It has been even 
more difficult than any of us imagined at the outset in March.  And I will be the first to admit that our efforts 
to address this dilemma have not always gone the way we have planned and not as well as we would like.  
But our congregation also prides itself on how deeply we care for each and look after each other.  Now more 
than ever, we need to draw on that strength and pull together in the same direction. 

And your pastor and your congregation need your help now more than ever.  This is a great step to be 
taking, but the challenge is not over yet and we still have some difficult days to get through.  It is a greater 
weight than any one pastor, any one church staff, any one ministry team can carry alone.  We need to carry 
each other, help each other, encourage each other, and pray for each other. 

As I pointed out early in this pandemic, Christ is in our boat with us and has promised to see us through 
this storm and to the other side of the lake.  But we still need to lend whatever strength and ability we have 
to the oars.  We need to be partners, rowing in the same direction, with the same mind as Christ. 

God be with you till we meet again. 
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“BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS” 
Send us photos of your favorite pet by October 7 
 

“SINGING OUR FAITH”  —  WEDNESDAYS @ 7:00 PM  (ZOOM) 
Exploring how music enhances our worship 
 

“MISSION OF DIGNITY” 
Collecting personal hygiene items for those in need 



 

 

Singing Our Faith 
Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 

 

We continue to look at the relationships among the 
scripture and music selections for each week’s 

worship, listen to musical excerpts, explore the story 
behind music, and learn some interesting music trivia! 

 

Join us on ZOOM on Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm, or watch 
the recorded sessions the following week. 

“Jesus Christ and the ‘Dividing Wall’: 

Race and God’s Mission” 
 

You are invited to join Pastor Paul and other members 
of our congregation who will be participating in an 

online lecture series hosted by Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary.  The lectures are in response to the question 

“How does racial injustice and racism in the United 
States impact our engagement in God’s mission in the 

world?” 
It is free, but registration is required.  You can find 

more information and a link to registration at 
 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/jesus-
christ-and-the-dividing-wall-race-and-gods-mission/ 

 

The lectures will be presented on Oct. 7, 14, 21, & 28 

at 6:30 pm.  According to the press release, there will 

also be Q&A time, as well as discussion in 

congregational groups.  

Session Notes 
 

The Session met September 24, 2020 in a Stated 
Meeting via Zoom, an on-line videoconferencing 

service. 
Actions taken by Session include: 

 

1)   Per recommendation from the Mission Ministry 
Team, approved $500 in Session-designated Mission 
Funds to Presbytery of East Iowa for derecho relief 

efforts. 
 

2)   Revised the COVID-19 Reopening Plan to reflect 
changed circumstances and public health guidance 
since the original plan was adopted June 25, 2020. 

 

3)   Implemented Phase Three of the revised COVID 
plan as current status of FPC, allowing a return to in-
person worship and meetings subject to continued 

preventative measures and safety practices. 
The revised plan is effective 

September 24, 2020 and will be distributed soon. 
 

4)   November 1, 2020 (All Saints’ Day) is set as the 
target date for the resumption of in-person worship. 

 
David Little, Clerk of Session 

Blessing of the Animals 
 

Following in the tradition of St. Francis of Assisi, in our 
October 11 video worship, we will honor and bless the 
non-human creatures of God that have been a part of 

our lives.  The Bible is clear that all God’s creatures 
share equally with us humans in God’s providence and 

blessing. 
We will especially acknowledge those animals that 

have been part of our family life.  So you are invited to 
send in a picture of you and your cat, dog, horse, or 

iguana—whatever furry, finned, or feathered creature 
that has provided love and companionship in your life.  
And if you would like to remember a pet that has died 

but is still a loving memory, we will include them as 
well.  And if you include their name, we will bless them 

by name.  Send your photos to Pastor Paul 
(pcollier676@gmail.com) or to Nate Ruge 

(nate.ruge@gmail.com) by October 7. 

...Making Christ Known 
 

Working towards looking out for the well-being of our 

neighbors, the Mission Ministry Team has agreed to 

help St John’s Episcopal Church and their Mission of 

Dignity project to collect personal hygiene items 

(toothpaste, razors, shampoo, toilet paper, laundry 

soap).  St. John’s has seen an increased need of these 

items which are not available through local food banks.  

If you would like to donate items, please bring them by 

the church and leave them in the bin outside the office.  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/jesus-christ-and-the-dividing-wall-race-and-gods-mission/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/jesus-christ-and-the-dividing-wall-race-and-gods-mission/
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October Birthdays 
 

October   4  —  Paul Hertzel 
October   7  —  Diane Trimble 
October 11  —  Laura Little 
October 15  —  Heather Hertzel 
October 16  —  Lisa Mayberry 
October 17  —  Kyra Shirk 
October 19  —  Karl Laudner 
October 19  —  Amy Mahaffey 
October 27  —  Dick Smith 

Lighthouse Kids @ Sea 
 

Our Lighthouse Kids continue their 
weekly journey @ Sea exploring 

wonderful stories from the Bible. 
 

Each week we email out a short video to watch  
on YouTube that includes time to check-in, prayers, 
and a Bible story read by people from our church. 

 

We’ll drop off a worksheet full of ways for them to 
explore the story and talk about it with their family. 

 

UPCOMING STORIES 

September 28 - Abraham and Sarah’s Visitors 

October 6 - Isaac’s Blessing 

Building Better Grownups 
Here are some highlights we’ve talked about from  

the book Becoming Better Grownups by Brad Montague. 
 

Welcome 
Explored the sometimes difficult and confusing  

transition to adulthood.  We heard about the Listening 
Tour he held in classrooms across the country where 
he heard what kids thought of grownups.  We were 

invited to be aware of our own shortcomings but also 
be willing to try to be better grownups. 

 
Chapter One - Raise Your Hand if You Are Here 

We read about the importance of listening and being 
present.  We talked about the adults who were  

present in our lives and what it looked like 
to be fully present in a moment. Better 

grownups don’t wait around...  
they just show up. 

 

Weekly ZOOM Chapter Discussions 

Mondays & Wednesday @ 9:00pm 

Note From Nate 
 

As you can see from our newsletter, programming 
 has not slowed down, it merely has gotten creative! 

 

It has stretched us to look at what matters most in the 
opportunities we have together and think about how 
we Gather, Grow and Go when we are apart.  We’ve 

discovered what is meaningful and provided flexibility 
during a chaotic time.  Below is a glimpse of the variety 
of ways we continue to provide opportunities to grow. 

 

Lighthouse Kids @ SEA 
weekly Sunday School YouTube video for kids  

Bible stories read by church members 
weekly worksheets delivered to homes 

 

Confirmation 
meeting weekly in-person/ZOOM 

 

CONNECT Middle & High School Groups 
monthly gatherings (in-person/ZOOM) 

Middle School: Book “Maybe God is Like that Too” 
High School: Book “10 Minute Moments: Parables” 

 

Mission Possible: Family Mission Projects 
six safe mission projects for families of teens 

 delivered monthly 
 

Becoming Better Grownups - Book Discussion Group  
meeting weekly (in-person/ZOOM) 

A Note from the Church Office 
 

Lately there has been some confusion in 
regards to Joyce Hanes’ home phone 

number. 
          Please note that her home phone 
    number is correct as listed in the current 
                      church directory: 

 

                        641-243-7100. 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in-person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

October 7 
Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23 

Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 
 

October 14 
Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-9 (10-13) 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:34-46 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Gene Kuehn, undergoing chronic leukemia 
  treatment 
 

+  Ann Kuhlman 
 

+  Ann MacGregor 
 

+  Pat Dunavan 
 

+  Shirley Dean 

 
 
 

 

The October/November/December “These Days” 
daily devotionals are available in the church office. 
Feel free to stop by and pick up a copy for yourself! 
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