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“SINGING OUR FAITH” — WEDNESDAYS @ 7:00 PM (ZOOM)
Exploring how music enhances our worship

“MISSION OF DIGNITY”
Collecting personal hygiene items for those in need

A Note from Pastor Paul
It’s not something that we have done here before, at least not in the 13 years since I have been your
pastor. And it may seem the most inopportune time to introduce it. But nevertheless, we are going to
attempt a celebration called the Blessing of the Animals.
Perhaps you have heard of it. The practice is inspired by the life and ministry of St. Francis of Assisi (11811226), the son of a rich cloth merchant who rejected the life of wealth and privilege he was born into and
adopted a life of simplicity and poverty, devoted to following Christ and serving the poor, particularly the
poor who were ill and lacked adequate health care. He attracted a following which became the Franciscan
Order.
Among other things, Francis was known for his reverence for God’s creation (addressing sun and moon,
wind and water, and all the elements of creation as his brothers and sisters), and for his compassion for all
living things. It is said that, once, as he was walking on the way to Siena, he came across a flock of sheep. It
was his custom to greet all God’s creatures, and when he called out to the sheep, they lifted their heads,
fixed their eyes on him, and gathered around him. Francis was particularly close to birds, and there are
stories of him joining with the song of birds singing praise to the Creator. In one of the frescoes in the
Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi, there is a marvelous depiction of Francis preaching to a flock of birds.
So, we not only celebrate this saint of the church, we also acknowledge with him our common bond with
all creatures great and small and we give thanks to God for the blessing of animals in our life.
Normally, we would ask you to bring your dog, cat, horse, lamb, or whatever animal you wish to bless to
the church yard, and we would bless them there. But as that is not possible this year, I am asking you to send
us a picture of your animal (with you in the picture as well) by October 7, and we will include it in our
“Blessing of the Animals” video worship on October 11. You may also send in a picture, or just the name, of a
pet that is no longer with you, but who was a faithful companion and a blessing to your life. Please email a
picture to me (pcollier676@gmail.com) or Nate (nate.ruge@gmail.com), and don’t forget to tell us your
animal’s name.
“All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing, Alleluia!”
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Singing Our Faith
Wednesdays @ 7:00pm
Our Director of Music, Dennis Lee, will be leading this
series which will explore how music enhances our
worship experience.
We will look at the relationships among the scriptures
and music selections for upcoming worship services,
listen to musical excerpts, explore the story behind
music, and learn some interesting music trivia!
Join us on ZOOM on
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm, or
watch the recorded sessions
the following week.
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Dave Djuren Honored
Dave Djuren was recently presented a Quilt of Valor.
We join with those who recognize and honor his
service to our country in three tours of duty.

Please keep the following people
in your prayers:
+ Ann Kuhlman, undergoing a partial cornea
transplant this week
+ Ann MacGregor
+ Pat Dunavan
+ Shirley Dean

Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Address Change
Barbara Bush has moved to Clive, IA.
Feel free to send her a card at her
new address listed below:
Barbara Bush
Walnut Ridge Senior Living Community
1701 Campus Drive
Clive, IA 50325

Even though the Bible Study group is not
able to meet in-person, these are the
lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks:
September 23
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9
Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32
September 30
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15
Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46

...Making Christ Known

Lighthouse Kids @ Sea

Working towards looking out for the well-being of our
neighbors, the Mission Ministry Team has agreed to
help St John’s Episcopal Church and their Mission of
Dignity project to collect personal hygiene items
(toothpaste, razors, shampoo, toilet paper, laundry
soap). St. John’s has seen an increased need of these
items which are not available through local food banks.
If you would like to donate items, please bring them by
the church and leave them in the bin outside the office.

This week our Lighthouse Kids will
start their weekly journey @ Sea
exploring the stories from the Bible.
Each week we will email out a short video to watch
on YouTube that will include time to check-in, pray,
and a Bible story read by people from our church.
We’ll drop off a worksheet full of ways for them to
explore the story and talk about it with their family.

UPCOMING STORIES
September 14 - CREATION
September 21 - Abram’s Call

Connect
Youth Group
The October/November/December “These Days”
daily devotionals are available in the church office.
Feel free to stop by and pick up a copy for yourself!

Building Better Grownups
We’re off and reading! We have over 20 people
joining us this fall as we read and discuss the book
“Becoming Better Grownups” by Brad Montague.
It focuses on the observations
after visiting elementary schools
and retirement communities
hoping to glean new wisdom
as to how he might become
a better grownup.
Each week we’ll have ZOOM
get-togethers where we’ll be
exploring the purpose and
meaning we can all discover
merely by listening.
Weekly ZOOM Chapter Discussions
Mondays & Wednesday @ 9:00pm

Your mission, should you choose to accept it,
is to make this year the best year ever!
We’ll be dropping off Top Secret envelopes to our
Middle/High School families each month with
instructions for their mission, so keep a lookout.
We’ll report back after we’ve received confirmation
that they accomplished their mission.

Middle School ZOOM Game Night:
Wednesday, September 16 @ 7:00 pm

High School ZOOM Game Night:
Wednesday, September 23 @ 7:00 pm

