
 

 

PULSE THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

Last Thursday, the Session approved a plan for the phased re-opening of our church for worship and other 
gatherings.  The plan will be formally announced in a letter from me, your pastor and moderator of Session, coming 
later this week.  And the six-page plan, along with a handy chart, will be available on our website or by mail if 
requested. 

Let me offer a word of appreciation and thanks to the task force that drafted this plan:  Lee Boehmer, Beth Ehlers, 
Teri Elsbury, Charlene Gooch, Mary Markwalter, Mark Young, Lorrie Young.  Their expertise, wisdom, concern for 
safety, and eye for clarity were invaluable. 

This plan sets in place the criteria we will use for several phases of opening for in-person worship or other 
gatherings, monitoring the status of covid cases in our state, region, and county.  It also spells out the guidelines we 
will follow to ensure the safety of all who attend as well as our community and neighbors.  Our emphasis continues to 
be on safety over speed or convenience. 

It is clear that, with the case numbers in Cerro Gordo County still on the increase, we are not yet at the place to 
consider gathering for worship.  So, we will continue to worship from our homes and grow into alternative ways of 
being the church. 

At our denomination’s General Assembly this past week (which was conducted remotely), the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert 
Nelson, II, was re-elected at the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  In his remarks, Nelson reminded us that 
not only did Jesus never have a building to minister from, he even got thrown out of a couple. 

To the best of my memory, I have never thrown anyone out of our building.  And so far, hardly anyone has 
threatened to throw me out.  But now that we are forced out by circumstances, I encourage us to be creative in ways 
of continuing to be faithful to our mission, even in this time of exile from our gathering and our building. 

And of course, all of us can do our part to help slow down the spread of corona virus and reduce the number of 
covid cases: 

1.  Pay attention to your own health. 
2.  If you go out in public:  wear a mask and maintain a safe distance from others. 
3.  Wash your hands thoroughly and frequently. 
4.  Keep surfaces that you touch often as clean and disinfected as possible. 

God be with you till we meet again. 
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STAYCATION BIBLE SCHOOL  —  JULY 27-31 

Explore the places Jesus traveled 
 

“FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS” SERMON SERIES 

July 12 through July 26 
 

SHARE PEACE! 

Share a picture of yourself or your family during the virtual sharing of peace 



 

 

Explore Worship Sunday 
 

On Sunday, July 5, we will not be posting our own 
worship video as we have for the past few months.  

Instead, we encourage you to explore how worship is 
being done in other congregations.  Here is a link to a 

list of churches in our presbytery who are posting 
video or offering a live-stream service. 

But you may want to explore more widely, and see 
what creative worship practices other churches in the 
nation, your family and friends’ congregations, or even 

other denominations, are following. 

Sermon Series “For Such a Time as This” 
 

We are living in what is known as a “liminal” season—
an in-between time, a gateway time.  We will not 

return to the same church we left when we closed our 
doors on March 15.  There are some familiar things we 

may see when we return, but everything about 
congregational life will have changed.  Pastor Paul 

began a sermon series on June 21 which explores how 
the people of God have gone through times of 

disruption at other times in our long history, and have 
come out on the other side changed, and in many 

ways stronger.  It is a story of adaptive learning and 
adaptive change.  You are encouraged to read the 

sermon texts in advance of worship. 
 

 July 12   Exodus 14: 1-14; 16: 1-3; 17: 1-3 
Wandering in the wilderness 

 

 July 19   Nehemiah 8: 1-12 
The return of exiles 

 

 July 26   Acts 2: 41-47 
A new community of faith 

Guidelines for Visiting the Church Building 
 

If you need to come to the building, please use the 
office entrance on the north side, and be prepared to 

follow these procedures: 
 

1.  All persons entering the building must wear 
a mask that covers nose and mouth. 

Masks will be provided if needed. 
 

        2.  Upon entering, please sanitize your hands 
              with the sanitizer provided. 

 

        3.  Please enter your name and date of your visit 
             on the log sheet outside the church office, for 
                  tracking purposes if that is necessary. 

 

        4.  Please do your best to maintain a safe distance 
                     of 6 feet from others in the building. 
        5.  We will do our best to wipe down common 
                      touch areas on a regular basis. 
 

If we all follow these guidelines, we will be doing our 
small part to maintain a safe work environment for 

church staff, help slow down the spread of the virus, 
and model good practices for our community. 

Share Peace! 
 

We are encouraging each of you to share a picture of 
yourselves or your family, holding a sign that says 
something like “The Peace of Christ” or “Peace Be 

With You.”  We will post those in our worship video 
during the virtual sharing of peace and be reminded of 
all the beautiful children of God in our congregation.  
You can be as creative as you are able in designing 

your sign or posing your photo. 
Please submit your photo to Nate by email 

(nate.ruge@gmail.com) or text (641-512-8488). 

A Note from the Building an Properties 
Ministry Team 

 

The Building and Properties team has been working on 
projects even with the church being closed.  Grass 

seed has been planted where the front pine tree was 
taken down for removing of the steeple and in the 

courtyard where that tree was removed last fall.  New 
signs haven been placed in the parking lot stating that 
the church lot is for authorized parking only.  Flower 

beds and pots have been planted and maintained with 
regular watering and new down spouts have been 

added to the south gutters for better drainage. 
 

The church has acquired an AED.  An AED, or 
automated external defibrillator, is used to help 
those experiencing sudden cardiac arrest.  It’s a 

sophisticated, yet easy-to-use, medical device that can 
analyze the heart’s rhythm and , if necessary, deliver 

an electrical shock or defibrillation to help the heart re
-establish an effective rhythm.  This device can 

certainly save lives when needed.  Our AED is hanging 
on the wall in the Narthex by the guestbook.  There is 

a sign showing its location for quick access. 
 

There are projects that we would like to begin 
working on soon, I will be reaching out to members 

of the congregation for help. 
 

Sarah Kress 

https://presbynciowa.org/online-worship-devotion/
mailto:nate.ruge@gmail.com
mailto:nate.ruge@gmail.com


 

 

Presby PACK 
 

With fewer activities this summer, we wanted to  
provide some fun for our Parents and Creative Kids.  

So we put together a Presby PACK that will come  
every 2 weeks throughout the summer. 

 

Inside each PACK they will find a cut-out Story Symbol 
to hang up somewhere in the house, a Bible Story with 

some questions, an Activity to bring the story to life, 
and some pre-packaged snacks. 

 

We hope this gives the kids something to look forward 
to during the summer and a chance to engage in 

learning about God's love while we can’t be together. 
 

Presby PACK #2 - A STORM 
 

Where do you go  
during a storm? 

 

What makes you feel safe 
when you feel scared? 

 

Activity - Sponge Boats 

COMEBACK Zoom Game Night 
(5th-12th grade students) 

 

With COVID-19 still preventing  
us from meeting in person,  

we thought it would be fun to  
get together for a Game Night 

each month this summer. 
 

We'll hop on ZOOM, play some games, have some 
laughs, chat and hear a COMEBACK STORY from the 
Bible.  So keep a lookout for your invite buckets on 

your front porch and bring your game face. 

 
 
 
 

The July/August/September “These Days” daily 
devotionals are available in the church office. 

Feel free to stop by and pick up a copy for yourself! 
 

The Church Directory has been updated and copies 
are also available in the church office. 

 
 
 
Gene & Nancy Kuehn celebrated their 63rd Wedding 

Anniversary on June 28.  Blessings and 
Congratulations! 

Staycation Bible School | July 27-31 
 

Vacation Bible School will look a little different this 
year, but that won’t stop the fun!  This year we’re 

putting on a “Staycation” Bible School!  We’ve crafted 
an entire week of VBS lessons and activities that can 
be done from your own home.  Families will go on a 

journey exploring the places Jesus traveled and  
discover the ways we can travel and share God’s love! 

 

Pre-registration is required this year and can be done 
by contacting Nate (nate.ruge@gmail.com). 

 

The church office will be closed on 
Thursday, July 2 in observance of 

Independence Day. 



 

 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Family and friends of Steve Adair 
 

+  Family and friends of Gloria Hudson 
 

+  Aaron Rust, Bob & Teri Elsbury’s son 
 

+  Pat Dunavan 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Judy Butler 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

July 8 
Isaiah 55:10-13; Psalm 65:(1-8) 9-13 

Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

July 15 
Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19 or Isaiah 44:6-8 

Psalm 86:11-17 
Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July Birthdays 
 

July   3    —  Ron Hanna 
July   4    —  Heidi Mechler 
July   7    —  Noah Eckholt 
July   9    —  Randy Davenport 
July   9    —  Amber Winter 
July 12    —  Deborah Howell 
July 16    —  Ryder Holland-Dunn 
July 17    —  Claudia Collier 
July 17    —  Pat Dunavan 
July 18    —  Emma Arickx 
July 20    —  Rex Davenport 
July 20    —  Gwen Smith 
July 21    —  Bob Snyder 
July 22    —  Bob McCoy 
July 22    —  Chuck Hogg 
July 25    —  Joyce Hanes 
July 27    —  Jill Thoreson 


