
 

 

PULSE THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

 It has not been a quiet week in Lake Wobegon, or in just about any other place.  My sermon this week will address 
some thoughts about the eruptions of long-suppressed frustrations that we are seeing, not only in Minneapolis but 
around the world, sparked by the death of George Floyd under the knee of a police officer.  How do we move through a 
time like this as people of faith? 
 In other developments:  The Session has determined that we should continue to postpone all gatherings and 
activities at the church building through the month of June.  You may have noticed, however, that our Fellowship Hall 
was used as a polling place for the primary election this past Tuesday.  We worked closely with the County Auditor and 
with our insurance company to ensure that as many safety measures and precautions as possible were in place. 
 I have just begun working with a task force on pulling together a plan for a phased re-opening which will set 
reasonable criteria for determining the safety of gathering, set a timeline, and recommend some restrictions to follow 
during each phase.  Our top priority is the safety and well-being of our congregation, our neighbors, and our 
community.  As much as we are eager to be together in worship and fellowship, we will not rush the process and put 
anyone at risk or slow down the containment of the virus. 
 Once this plan is crafted and approved by the Session, we will share it with you.  But while we are in the process, if 
you have concerns or questions about our re-opening, please pass them along to the task force through our church 
email. 
 Clearly, we will not be able to just pick up where we left off when we departed on March 15.  In addition to the many 
practical changes we will need to put in place to maintain the ongoing safety of those who enter our building, we will 
need to work through the changes to our self-understanding.  In a couple of weeks, I will begin a sermon series 
addressing how we not only survive a crisis such as this, but how we grow and change through it. 
 In the meantime, we continue to be the church in action even while we are scattered.  Let us remain gathered in 
spirit, in common mission, and in mutual support.  Pray for each other, love each other, reach out to each other, and to 
your neighbors, in whatever way you are able. 
 Now more than ever, my daily prayer for you comes from verses from Philippians:  “I thank my God every time I 

remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 

gospel from the first day until now.  I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 

to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”  (Philippians 1: 3-6) 
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Service of Prayer for Healing and 
Wholeness in a Time of Grief 

 

With so much disruption and unease in the air, from 

pandemic to the unrest in urban centers, or just the 

stresses of daily life, it can feel emotionally and 

spiritually overwhelming.  Sometimes it is good to 

spend a few moments 

in quiet prayer and 

meditation, to stay 

grounded or to regain 

your bearings.  To help 

you, we have put 

together a special 

service of prayer, readings, and contemplative music.  

This will be for your use anytime you want, separate 

from our Lord’s Day worship video.  An email 

notification will go out as soon as the video and an 

order of worship is available.   

Session Notes 
 

The Session met May 28, 2020 in a Stated Meeting via 
Zoom, an on-line videoconferencing service.  Actions 

taken by Session include: 
 

1) Extended suspension of all in-person 
gatherings of the congregation through the 

month of June 2020. 
 

2) Appointed a task force to prepare guidelines for 
our congregation’s return to in-person worship, 

programs, and activities. 
 

3) Reversed last month’s decision to delay the 
annual One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 

offering until we return to in-person worship.  
Watch for future announcements on how you 

can participate in the OGHS offering. 
 

4) Approved donation of $2,000 to the Lakeshore 
Center to be paid from the Camp Scholarship fund, 
based on our congregation’s recent annual support 

levels in camp scholarships and Basket Auction 
gifts. 

 

5) Received the donation of an AED 
-automated external defibrillator– for the church 

facility. 
 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

That’s a Wrap! 
 

This past Sunday marked the end of our programming 
and although it ended in a completely different way 

than we thought, it was a fantastic year! 
 

Our Lighthouse Kids Sunday School spent time 
exploring the Bible hearing the scripture used each 

week during worship.  We made crafts, played games, 
crafts, prayed and grew (literally they got taller each 

week!). 
 

Our Connect Youth group took on Dares from Jesus 
(alongside our awesome Steve Ehlers) listening to the 
words of Jesus to discover truths, and then taking on 

the dares to live them out. 
 

Our Confirmation class dove deeper into topics like 
the One Story of the Bible, God, Jesus & Holy Spirit, 
the Ten Commandments, and the Sacraments.  We 

laughed, learned and ate plenty of suckers together. 
 

In the fall a group of parents spent time reading and 
discussing the book “Uncluttered” by Courtney B. Ellis. 

We talked through the practices of removing the 
clutter and chaos not only in our closets but in our  
daily lives to make room for the essential things. 

 

Our E@T nights were a wonderful chance to gather 
each month to share meals and time with each other. 

We spent quality time thinking and discussing a variety 
of “Good Questions” that we found in the scriptures. 

 

We wrapped up the year with our kids meeting on 
ZOOM on Sundays in May for our “Forty Forts” group. 

We heard stories that had the number 40 in them 
(which meant a really long time in the Bible).  

It was a great way to stay in touch when it wasn’t  
possible for us to meet in person. 

 
Through it all, we were able to provide some 

wonderful opportunities for our youth and families to 
grow in their faith and in each other’s lives.  We are so 
thankful for all the parents and individuals that served 

to make this such a great year, and we’re looking 
forward to the next year when we can be together 

again. 
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Response to COVID-19 

Please keep the following people 
in your prayers: 

 

+  Larry Dunn, recovering from an accident 
 

+  Friends and family of Thomas Eckholt 
 

+  Al Polito, Denise Group, and Mark Rabideau, 
    pastors in our presbytery, health issues 
 

+  Gloria Collier, recovering from a fall 
 

+  Aaron Rust, Bob & Teri Elsbury’s son 
 

+  Pat Dunavan 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Steve Adair 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Judy Butler 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even though the Bible Study group is not 
able to meet in person, these are the 

lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 
 

June 10 
Exodus 19:2-8a; Psalm 100 

Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35—10:8 (9-23) 
 

June 17 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 

Psalm 69:7-10 (11-15) 16-18 
Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39 

June Birthdays 
 

June   4  —  Lucretia Green 
June   8  —  Shelby Helps 
June 10  —  Linda Little 
June 10  —  Lanie Ruge 
June 13  —  Don Hofstrand 
June 16  —  Ella Hertzel 
June 19  —  Paula Gahn 
June 20  —  Yvonne Herlitzka 
June 29  —  Bob Lind 


