
 

 

PULSE  THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

 As you know by now, we will not be able to gather in our beautiful sanctuary for an Easter celebration this year.  And you may 
also know that we have decided to celebrate Easter resurrection and return to life on whatever Sunday we are reunited with each 
other, even if it means Easter in August. 
 But we can’t just ignore the fact that this Sunday, April 12, is Easter Sunday.  And so, we will be asking this week what 
significance Easter has in the middle of a pandemic.  We have also decided to experience a virtual communion service on this 
Sunday.  How, you may ask, is it possible to participate in communion when we can’t be at church to receive a piece of the 
communion bread and dip it in the cup? 
 In our Reformed understanding of this sacrament, as John Calvin wrestled with it nearly 500 years ago, the power of communion 
is not located in the elements themselves, but in the meaning we bring to this particular use of bread and wine, in this particular 
setting.  The bread and the wine are not literally the body of Christ, but they are powerful signs of who Christ is, what Christ has 
done, and how Christ is still present to us.  And the power and significance and efficacy of this sacrament is communicated to us 
through the Holy Spirit, not by ingesting a piece of bread.  It may be hard for us to understand, just as it was hard for the Samaritan 
woman at the well to grasp what Jesus meant when he referred to living water that springs up in our soul. 
 It will be unlike anything we have done before, but this experience of communion at a distance may also be an even more vivid 
sign of how we remain in communion with each other even as we are apart from each other. 
 There is a phrase we often use in the prayer of thanksgiving in our communion liturgy.  It introduces our singing of “Holy, holy, 
holy Lord, God of power and might.”  A version I use most frequently says, “we join our voices with those of every time and place 
who sing the ancient hymn of praise and glory.”  A variation on this says, “with your people on earth and all the company of 
heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn.”  It is a reminder that we join in the communion of all the saints, we 
feel the presence of all those who have come before us, whenever we gather at Christ’s table.  In the same way, we feel each 
other’s presence as we gather at the table, only this time we are at a leaf in the table that extends to our own homes.  
 To adapt communion to these new circumstances, I invite you, before you view our virtual worship video this week, to create a 
sacred space wherever you are.  Maybe you can set out a cloth on your coffee table, have some kind of bread and some kind of 
juice available, and maybe some candles, whatever will help make this no ordinary coffee table or desk, no ordinary living room or 
office, but, at least for this moment, a sacred space where you welcome the presence of the holy and join in the communion of 
saints.  During communion I may also ask you to pause the video so you can participate on your own or with those around you. 
 And most of all, even if you do not lay out a table with bread and candles, I invite you to prepare a sacred space within yourself.  
Like all of our worship services, communion is not a spectator sport, it needs participation.  So I invite you, whether you are with us 
by laptop, tablet, or phone, whatever device you are using, once it is open, open a space in your heart for prayer, silence, 
reflection, and listening. 
 The church has withstood many upheavals and disruptions of its services, from wars to plagues to persecution and suppression.  
And through it all, we have somehow maintained the communion of the saints.  So, we are now learning once again how to adapt 
both our theology and our practice of this sacrament to a new situation. 
 An ancient prayer that we sometimes invoke in our communion service comes from a 1st century church manual call the 
Didache.  The prayer asks that just as grains of wheat were once scattered on the hills and then brought together as one loaf, so 
may the Church be gathered from the ends of the earth.  Our current situation of being scattered brings new meaning to these 
ancient words, but one thing remains constant—God is with us and we are all in this together as one bread, one body. 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
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Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
 

I just want you to know how much I enjoyed 

worshiping with you on Palm Sunday! 

I appreciated the message and the music.  I was 

baptized and confirmed in this beautiful church before 

my family left Mason City for Illinois in 1963, and it was 

great to be “home” on Sunday! 
 

Mary Wells Flott 

Stewardship in a Time of Crisis 
 

Your church depends on your support even when we 
are unable to gather for worship.  Monthly bills are still 
being paid.  Staff salaries continue.  And our support of 
mission is even more vital now.  It is still safe to send a 

check to the church by mail, and it will be greatly 
appreciated. 

Session Notes 
 

The Session met March 26, 2020 in a Stated Meeting 
via Zoom, an on-line videoconferencing service.  

Actions taken by Session include: 
 

1) Extended suspension of all in-person 
gatherings of the congregation through the 

month of April. 
 

2) Schedule the congregational celebration of Easter 
when we can return to worship together. 

 

3) Approve Communion for yet-to-be 
determined Easter Celebration Sunday. 

 

4) Approve “virtual” Communion for our on-line 
worship service on April 12, 2020, the calendar 

Easter Sunday. 
 

5)  Approved the purchase of a license to 
broadcast music as part of our on-going virtual 

worship services. 
 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

April Birthdays 
 

April 10  —  Gene Kuehn 
April 13  —  Judy Henry 
April 14  —  Cheri Collins 
April 14  —  Tina Mathahs 
April 16  —  David Little 
April 16  —  Leigh Boehmer 
April 18  —  Carolyn McArthur 
April 18  —  Jennifer Ostrander 
April 19  —  Aaron Ostrander 
April 20  —  Kathy Jones 
April 23  —  Gary Howell 
April 26  —  Dan Long 
April 28  —  Pam Little 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

WWW.FPC-MC.COM 
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Response to COVID-19  

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+  Pat Dunavan 
 

+  Jim Kuhlman 
 

+  Aaron Rust, Bob & Teri Elsbury’s son 
 

+  Jane Jenkins 
 

+  Terry MacGregor, at Heritage Care Center 
 

+  The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving 
     hospice care 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Steve Adair 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Judy Butler 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Even if the Bible Study group is not meeting right now, 
below are the lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks: 

 

April 15 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 

 

         April 22 
           Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
               1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35 


