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A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL
This is a time of high anxiety as daily reports of the spread of coronavirus/COVID-19 become more dire.
More than 3,800 people have died, and over 100,000 people have been sickened as the virus has spread
across 97 countries worldwide. In our own country over 500 cases are being reported, at least 3 here in
Iowa.
So, how do we respond as a faith community?
First, we pray for those around the world who have lost loved ones or who are suffering from the effects of
the illness. And we pray for those who are treating others, and those who are working toward preventative
measures.
We are holding a forum next Sunday, March 15, at 9:00am in the Meeting Place, where we will share
information from the Iowa Department of Public Health as well as recommendations from Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance. It is crucial that we become well informed so that we can respond wisely according to
the guidelines of trusted health professionals and not react with panic based on rumor or false information.
We have also begun to model some practices that are recommended. For example, we can still pass the
peace and greet each other without shaking hands or otherwise making personal contact. We can still show
our solidarity at the end of worship without grasping hands as we sing to each other “God be with you till we
meet again.” We will continue to honor our tradition of care and hospitality even as we find creative ways to
protect the health of all.
Besides adopting these and other common sense practices, individually we can model a response that is
gracious, hopeful, and faithful to who we are as children of God who trust that nothing in life or death can
separate us from the love of God as we have known it in Jesus Christ.
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Small Group Gatherings

March Adult Forum

By now you should have received a letter from the
Membership and Outreach ministry team with
information about the small group gatherings we are
planning. These meetings are a way for us to have
conversation about who we are as a congregation and
to think together about where God is leading us in the
next phase of our life together. The letter has dates
when the six gatherings are scheduled, and ways you
can respond.
Every voice is needed in these conversations.
So please respond promptly so the M&O team can
organize the meetings. And then please be diligent in
attending and participating in the conversation.

March 15
CORONAVIRUS: INFORMATION & PREPAREDNESS
— Input from Cerro Gordo County Health
(and presenter)
— Clips from a public radio River to River program
— Handouts from our own denomination
(Presbyterian Disaster Assistance) including
recommendations for faith-based settings
March 22
Life of Meaning #60 — “Where the Weak and the
Strong Dance Together”
Life of Meaning #61 — “Oh, Annie - Whatever!”
(Carol Meindl)
March 29
“Getting to Know You”
(Katy Wilson)

Church Building Use Fees
The Session has approved new room rental rates for
members and non-members of this congregation.
We collect rent for the use of rooms in the building
for non-church related events. There are specific
groups that use the church at no cost to them as
they are considered part of the mission of First
Presbyterian Church.
The following rates will begin in March 2020:
Friendship Room
Meeting Place
Fellowship Hall
Set Up/Take Down
(Tables/Chairs)
Kitchen & Equipment

Members
$25
$20
$35
$25/$25
$35

Non-Members
$35
$30
$50
$50
$60

Please not that when there is a request for a specific
room and that room is not available, another room
can be rented at the same rental rate as the
requested room’s rate.
The Building & Properties Ministry Team

Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Wednesdays at 10:20 am
Come join us in the Friendship Room
as we look at the upcoming Sunday
scripture. We laugh, share, and learn
about God working in us. What a
wonderful way to enjoy Bible study!
March 18
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
March 25
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45

March Birthdays

Each Wednesday during the season of Lent we’ll
gather at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall for a simple
soup meal followed by Vespers, a time of singing,
readings, prayers, and meditation.
This is a great opportunity for us to engage together
in our Lenten spiritual practices. All ages welcome!

March 15 - March 29
Sundays @ 9:00 am - Fellowship Hall (All Kids)
Is real friendship too risky?
We live in a world where real friendship is hard to find.
Disagreements, anger, judgement and fear can
impact the way we grow with those around us.
We’ll continue to explore how Jesus models a much
richer vision of friendship for us, and look at how we
can befriend those in our lives.

March 10
March 10
March 12
March 15
March 17
March 18
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 25
March 25
March 26
March 29

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Carol Djuren
Jennifer Ehlers-Suydam
Judy Butler
Steve Adair
Dave Djuren
Steve Ehlers
Jean Laudner
John Henry
Donna Lee Olson
Becky Smith
Bruce Trimble
Kristin Ehlers
Jackie Wendt

Please keep the following people
in your prayers:
+ Lisa Shirk, recovering from surgery
+ Aaron Rust, Bob & Teri Elsbury’s son
+ Family and friends of Warren Woerner who
passed away on February 28
+ Jane Jenkins
+ Rich Belles, husband of Cathy Belles
+ Terry MacGregor, at Heritage Care Center

2020 Basket Auction
Sunday, March 29
Come have some fun and help
us raise funds to support our
future Youth Activities and the
Lakeshore Center.
Just BRING A BASKET to donate
with a theme OR a gift of your time/talents!
Then stick around after worship, JOIN US FOR LUNCH,
and BID on a few fun baskets to take home.

+ The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving
hospice care
+ Lee Butler
+ Shirley Dean
+ Steve Adair
+ Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler

