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SMALL GROUP GATHERINGS POSTPONED
All meetings will be rescheduled to a later date

GO TO WWW.FPC-MC.COM
For virtual worship services, newsletters and current information
A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL
Well that was weird.
You would think that a pastor would look forward to having a Sunday morning where he could get up, prepare a big
breakfast (corned beef hash from St. Patrick’s day dinner leftovers), put on a big pot of coffee or tea, and enjoy a leisurely
morning. I will admit that there have been Sundays when I have dreamed of just such a break from my Sunday routine.
But yesterday, even with the big breakfast, was just weird. I thought of you all and prayed for you while many of you
were gathering in your home for our virtual worship video. I visited two worship services online—my former congregation,
St. Andrew Presbyterian, in Denton, Texas, and my favorite preacher, Scott Black Johnston, at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian in
New York. It was worshipful and reassuring. I felt spiritually fed. But still, the day just didn’t feel right.
As much as I thought taking a Sunday off from church would be relaxing, I found it unsettling. Some routines are hard to
let go of. Except for a couple of years when I first left home for college, I have been in worship almost every Sunday morning
for as long as I can remember. And even after only a week or so into this new reality, I already miss it. I miss seeing your
faces and hearing your voices. I miss the kids. I miss singing together, praying together, laughing together. We are an
affectionate church, and I am missing those signs of affection, from handshakes to hugs.
But in all the weirdness and unsettling emotions of this past week or so, I am also buoyed by some good things that are
happening. I was encouraged by the messages that came in response to our virtual worship. I am grateful to Nate Ruge, and
to Camille and Dennis Lee for putting it together. We will continue to provide that opportunity to gather in spirit while we
are apart in body.
And each day I am inspired by a new story of how people are taking this crisis in stride and finding creative ways to stay
connected and even to reach out to others. Some use the gifts of technology—texting, video chatting, emailing. And others
rely on simple things like a couple of kids who performed a cello concert on the sidewalk outside the home of a neighbor
who was quarantined. We are leaning into a paradox of this plague. Now that we are forced to keep our distance, we are
putting even more effort into maintaining our connections, tightening up the weave of our social fabric.
I hope that we will be able to retain some of these new habits once this plague is lifted; I hope new habits become a new
normal. That will happen if we are intentional about it. If we make note of what it is we are missing by not being together,
and if we make a commitment not to take so much for granted once we are together again. It will happen if we recall
something we have known all along—that we need each other. Not just in a utilitarian way, needing others to do something
for me or provide something I need. But our lives are inextricably woven together, and we are better when we acknowledge
and act on that sense of solidarity with each other and with creation.
In the meantime, I remember each of you in my prayers. If you have a need, if you know of a neighbor in need, or if you
just want to have a reassuring conversation, please give me a call or send me a text (641-420-6824) or an email
(pcollier676@gmail.com).
God be with you till we meet again.

www.fpc-mc.com | 100 South Pierce Avenue, Mason City, IA | (641) 424-4273 | firstpresbymc@gmail.com

Small Group Gatherings

Session Notes

We are putting our small group gatherings, which were
scheduled for March through June, on hold for now.
Once we get a better idea of when gatherings are
advisable, we will ask you to reschedule. It may be as
late as fall, but we
will pick up where
we left off in this
process of thinking
through transition.

The Session met February 27, 2020 in a
Stated Meeting. Highlights include:

Stewardship in a Time of Crisis
Your church depends on your support even when we
unable to gather for worship. Monthly bills are still
being paid. Staff salaries continue. And our support of
mission is even more vital now. It is still safe to send a
check to the church by mail, and it will be greatly
appreciated.

Please keep the following people
in your prayers:
+ Family and friends of Lee Butler who passed
away on March 18
+ Aaron Rust, Bob & Teri Elsbury’s son
+ Jane Jenkins
+ Terry MacGregor, at Heritage Care Center
+ The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving
hospice care
+ Shirley Dean
+ Steve Adair
+ Julie Eaton, daughter of Judy Butler

1) Approve the Sacrament of Baptism for Aurora
Rose Cook, daughter of Ariel (Thomas) and
Steven Cook.
2) Increased the fee schedule for use of the church
facilities by members and non-members.
3) Approved installation by Alliant Energy of a
a new light on an existing pole by the north
parking lot entrance.
4) Replace the aging/broken blinds in Pastor Paul’s
office.
5) Designate this year’s Basket Auction proceeds
as follows: 90% to support youth activities, and
10% for Camp Scholarships.
The Session also met in a Special Meeting on
March 15, 2020 to determine immediate response
to COVID-19 pandemic. Please refer to church
website www.fpc-mc.com for continuing information
as conditions change.
David Little, Clerk of Session
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Becky Smith
Bruce Trimble
Kristin Ehlers
Jackie Wendt
Yvonne Addis
Irene Swanson
Dee Hunt
Virginia Balmer
Gene Kuehn
Judy Henry

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Even if the Bible Study group is not meeting right now,
below are the lectionary readings for the next 2 weeks:
April 1
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14—27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54
April 8
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10
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