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MARCH 1 — MARCH 29

Lenten class for all kids

“FILL YOUR BOWL, FILL YOUR SOUL”

MARCH 4 — APRIL 1

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

SMALL GROUP GATHERINGS
Be sure to check your mail for upcoming dates!

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL
The season of Lent is just around the corner, forty days (not counting Sundays) of spiritual preparation
before Holy Week and Easter. The season is modeled on the forty days that Jesus spent alone in the
wilderness following his baptism and before he began his public ministry. Frederick Buechner says that he
spent this time asking himself what it meant to be Jesus, the Christ. And he suggests that during Lent,
Christians “ask, one way or another, what it means to be themselves.”
Traditionally, Christians have engaged in more intentional spiritual practices during Lent, daily Bible
reading, prayer, meditation, and acts of service and compassion. There are many guides and helps available
for your use, but if you are looking for something for yourself and not finding it, get in touch with me and I
will help.
Many of the Lenten spiritual disciplines are designed for individual, private use. But we also offer more
communal Lenten practices.
We begin with an Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary. The beginning of Lent is marked
with a special liturgy and the imposition of ashes on the forehead, a stark reminder that “you are dust, and to
dust you shall return.” The mood of the service is one of penitence and preparation for the journey through
the wilderness, but always remembering that Christ has promised to go with us along the way.
And then each Wednesday evening, from March 4 to April 1, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall at
6:00 pm for what we call “Fill Your Bowl/Fill Your Soul.” We begin with a simple soup supper, prepared by
our own church family members. And we end with a brief service of vespers, an evening service of readings,
prayers, and simple hymns.
However you choose to observe it, I wish for you a holy Lent and a renewing journey through the
wilderness with Christ.
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A Note from the Session

Small Group Gatherings

The Session met January 20, 2020 in a
Stated Meeting.

Soon you will be receiving a letter from the
Membership and Outreach ministry team with
information about the small group gatherings we are
planning. These meetings are a way for us to have
conversation about who we are as a congregation and
to think together about where God is leading us in the
next phase of our life together. The letter will have
dates when the six gatherings are scheduled, and
ways you can respond.

Highlights include:
1) Appointed David Little as Clerk of Session for
2020; Dave was chosen from an outstanding group
of candidates clamoring for the job.
2) Celebrated the net gain of nine members in 2019.
3) Approved the 2020 Budget.
4) Discussed creating an ad-hoc committee to address
ongoing budget challenges.
5) Heard report on the completion of the steeple
removal project.

Every voice is needed in these conversations. So, when
you get your letter of invitation, please respond
promptly so the M&O team can organize the meetings.
And then please be diligent in attending and
participating in the conversation.

David Little, Clerk of Session

March Adult Forum
March 1
“Getting to Know You”
(Michael & Amy Mahaffey)
March 8
Life of Meaning #13 — “Damning the Disease, Not”
Life of Meaning # 17 — “The World’s Prayers”
(Sarah Kress)
March 15
TBA
March 22
Life of Meaning #60 — “Where the Weak and the
Strong Dance Together”
Life of Meaning #61 — “Oh, Annie-Whatever!”
(Carol Meindl)
March 29
“Getting to Know You”
(Katy Wilson)

A BIG thank you to the following people for helping
with Meals on Wheels in December 2019:
Paul & Claudia Collier, Jim Lalor & Laura Cerny,
and Jerry & Kathy Stephens.
A BIG thank you also to Teri Elsbury,
Bob & Sarah Kress and Jerry & Kathy Stephens for
helping with Meals on Wheels in January 2020.
Thank you to everyone for sharing their time
and talents!

All Church Game Night
Thanks for everyone that came
out for our All Church Game
Night! We shared plenty of
laughs and lots of fun!

NCI Presbytery Mission Trip Presentation
Sunday, March 1 - Friendship Room

Each Wednesday during the season of Lent we’ll
gather at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall for a simple
soup meal followed by Vespers, a time of singing,
readings, prayers, and meditation.

Join us after worship to hear
all about the NCI Presbytery
mission trip in Chipley,
Florida. They spent the
week serving residents who
are still picking up the pieces after Hurricane Michael
hit the area in October 2018.

This is a great opportunity for us to engage together
in our Lenten spiritual practices. All ages welcome!

Mt. Kato Snow Tubing
We had a great time up at
Mt. Kato last weekend with
loads of sunshine and
beautiful temps. We had so
many kids come along we
had to take an extra vehicle!
Big thanks to Mike Ostrander and Brenda Winter for
coming along and enjoying time with our kids.
And a HUGE thank you to Jim & Jan Seeck
for the use of their van to transport the kids.

IN THE EVENT OF POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS
(please use your best judgement)
WEEKDAYS
if MC schools cancel/dismiss early,
ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED
SUNDAYS
check - KIMT | Facebook | discovernorthiowa.com

Ashes & Ice Cream
Wednesday, February 26
After our Ash Wednesday service, come
with our youth over to McDonalds for
an ice cream cone. We’ll talk about the
worship service and how we can prepare
ourselves during the season of Lent.

March 1 - March 29
Sundays @ 9:00 am - Fellowship Hall (All Kids)
Is real friendship too risky?
We live in a world where real friendship is hard to find.
Disagreements, anger, judgement and fear can
impact the way we grow with those around us.
We’ll explore how Jesus models a much richer
vision of friendship for us, and look at how we
can befriend those in our lives.

2020 Basket Auction
Sunday, March 29
Come have some fun and help
us raise funds to support our
future Youth Activities and the
Lakeshore Center.
Just BRING A BASKET to donate
with a theme OR a gift of your time/talents!
Then stick around after worship, JOIN US FOR LUNCH,
and BID on a few fun baskets to take home.

Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Wednesdays at 10:20 am
Come join us in the Friendship Room
as we look at the upcoming Sunday
scripture. We laugh, share, and learn
about God working in us. What a
wonderful way to enjoy Bible study!
March 4
Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9
March 11
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42

Please keep the following people
in your prayers:
+ Jane Jenkins
+ Rich Belles, husband of Cathy Belles
+ Darrel Fisher, at Good Shepherd Health Center
+ Terry MacGregor, at Heritage Care Center
+ Warren Woerner, hospice care
+ The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving
hospice care
+ Lee Butler
+ Shirley Dean
+ Steve Adair
+ Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler

February / March Birthdays
February 26 — Keely Hertzel
February 29 — Mary Davenport
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Danielle Davis
Doreen Rick
Lisa Shirk
Sadie Arickx
Wayne Opheim
J. D. Thoreson
Carol Djuren
Jennifer Ehlers-Suydam
Judy Butler
Steve Adair
Dave Djuren
Steve Ehlers
Jean Laudner
John Henry
Donna Lee Olson
Becky Smith
Bruce Trimble
Kristin Ehlers
Jackie Wendt

