
 

 

PULSE  THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 
 In one of the readings we were discussing on Sunday morning, we talked about seeing Christ in those 
around us in the world.  In part, the reading was based on Matthew 25, which says that when we give food 
and drink to the hungry and thirsty, when we help clothe and house those who are in need, or visit those 
who are sick or in prison, we minister to Christ himself. 

It reminded me of a Christmas sermon by Martin Luther.  Here is an excerpt. 
“When now they were come to Bethlehem, the Evangelist says that they were, of all, the lowest and 

most despised, and must make way for everyone until they were shoved into a stable to make a common 
lodging with the cattle. 

“Joseph had to do his best, and it may well be that he asked some maid to fetch some water or 
something else, but we do not read that anyone came to help.  They heard that a young wife was lying in a 
cow stall and no one gave them heed.  Shame on you, wretched Bethlehem!  For even though Mary had been 
a beggar maid or unwed, anybody at such a time should have been glad to give her a hand. 

“There are many of you in this congregation who think to yourselves: ‘If only I had been there!  How 
quick I would have been to help the baby!  I would have washed his linen.  How happy I would have been to 
go with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in the manger!’  You say that because you know how great Christ 
is, but if you had been there at that time you would have done no better than the people of Bethlehem. 

“Why don’t you do it now?  You have Christ in your neighbor.  You ought to serve him, for what you 
do to your neighbor in need you do to the Lord Christ himself.” 
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Annual Reports 
 

Reports for the 2019 Annual 
Report are due 

no later than Monday, 
January 6, 2020. 

Please email your report in 
“Word” format to the church 

office at firstpresbymc@gmail.com.  If you would like a 
copy of the report you submitted last year, please let 

the office know. 
 

It is very important to submit your report in a timely 
manner and your help with this is very much 

appreciated.  If it is not possible for you to meet the 
deadline, please make prior arrangements with the 

church office. 

Service of Committal for Lois Dougan 
 

There will be a brief service of committal for long-time 

member Louis Dougan on Thursday, December 12, 

1:30 pm, at Memorial Park cemetery.  All church 

members are welcome to join Lois’s family to give 

thanks for her life and commend her to God.  Lois died 

November 25 in Grand Meadow, Minnesota. 

“Watch for the Light” Advent Reflections 
 

On the remaining Sundays in Advent, we are 
continuing to reflect on a reading from the book  

“Watch for the Light.” 
 

December 15 
“Bethlehem”  (-Mark Young) 

 

December 22 
“Genealogy & Grace”  (-Paul Collier) 

 

Join us at 9:30 am in the Meeting Place. 

Poinsettias 
 

  If you would like to decorate the 
  church sanctuary with a poinsettia 
  during this year’s Christmas season, 
  you may deliver your plant anytime 
  during church office hours (8:30 am 
  to 4:30 pm) on December 16 and 17. 

 

Please let the church office know by noon on 
Tuesday, December 17 if you are giving a poinsettia in 
honor or memory of a loved one, so the information 

can be included in the Christmas bulletin. 

Christmas at Good Shepherd  
Health Center 

 

You are cordially invited to join in this special event on 
Sunday, December 22 at 6:30 pm in the chapel.  The 
service will include Scripture, carols, meditation, and 

the lighting of candles while singing Silent Night.   
A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow.  

Come and share in the joy of the season as the entire 
Good Shepherd Community gathers in celebration of 

Christ’s birth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The church office will be closed on 
December 25 & 26, and on January 1. 

Christmas Blessings to all from the staff at 
First Presbyterian Church: 

 

Paul Collier, Pastor 
Nate Ruge, Director of Youth & 

Family Ministries 
Laura Little, Financial Secretary 
Heidi Mechler, Administrative 

Secretary 
Dennis Lee, Director of Music 

Chuck Hogg, Custodian 
        Sharon Beek, Custodian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We will celebrate the birth of Jesus with a Service of 

Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve at 5:00 pm. 

With carols, prayers, and candlelight, we will re-tell 

the story of how love came down at Christmas. 

We will remember what Fr. Richard Rohr has said 

recently:  “God loves things by becoming them.” 



 

 

IN THE EVENT OF POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS 
(please use your best judgement) 

 

WEEKDAYS 
if MC schools cancel/dismiss early, 

ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED! 
 

SUNDAYS 
check  -  KIMT | Facebook | discovernorthiowa.com 

Connect Youth 

Sundays @ 9:00 am 
 

Grab your popcorn and 
join us as we dive into 
some of our favorite 

Christmas movies. 
 

We’ll CONNECT clips from the movies with the  
meaning of the Advent season along with some fun 

(reindeer) games, too!  All 5th-9th graders welcome! 

Lighthouse Kids - Sundays @ 9:00 am 
 

We’ll take time during the Advent season to explore 
the theme of light and darkness in scriptures. 

 

Each week will include 
reading scripture,  

discussing questions,  
an activity (with lots of 
coloring), and a prayer. 

Advent Countdown Calendar 

 

This fun calendar will help your household 
 focus on faith practices this Advent season. 

 

Each day, pick a practice and color in one of  
the images.  You can choose to do one activity 
multiple times, or choose a new one each day. 

 

Calendars are available at no cost in the  
Friendship Room, so grab one for your home  

& give one as a gift to your friends and family. 

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday, December 22nd @ 5:00 pm 

 

Everyone is invited to come with us 
as we go caroling around town. 

 

We’ll stop to visit some of our church 
members at Good Shepherd, Heritage 

& Kentucky Ridge Care Centers. 
 

Let’s plan to gather in the Friendship 
Room where we’ll hand out carol                      

books and load up.  All are invited! 

Fill The Stable - MISSION PROJECT 
 

To honor the Holy Family during Advent, help our 
church fill the stable with items to serve the needs of 

the youngest in our communities.  Just bring any of the 
following items to church and place them in the stable 

in the Friendship Room. 
 

CLOTHING 
Newborn - 5T clothing 

 

DIAPERS & WIPES 
Newborn - Size 5 

(larger sizes are in great need) 
 

BLANKETS 

Community Kitchen Volunteers Needed! 
 

Over the years, the Presbyterian Church has had a 
wonderful group of volunteers who have worked 
diligently in the kitchen to 

provide meals for those in need.  
We are currently short of 

volunteers.  If we are to continue 
with this service, we will need 

your help.  Jill and I would like to 
create a list of people who would 

be willing to volunteer in the kitchen when needed.  
Please consider calling one of us to volunteer, or add 

your name to the kitchen volunteer list. 
 

Thank you, 
Judy and Jill 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
Wednesdays at 10:20 am 

 

Come join us in the Friendship Room 
as we look at the upcoming Sunday 

scripture.  We laugh, share, and learn 
about God working in us.  What a 

wonderful way to enjoy Bible study! 
 

December 18 
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
 

December 25 
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

December Birthdays 
 

December 11     —     Paige Echelberger 
December 12     —     Suzanne Hofstrand 
December 13     —     Britney Davis 
December 13     —     Bill Jellema 
December 13     —     Carol Kelly 
December 15     —     Carol Foster 
December 21     —     Lynn Ullrich 
December 28     —     Kativa Weitzel 
December 29     —     Jerry McArthur 
December 30     —     Merritt Balmer 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+  Shirley Harmon 
 

+  Sawyer Swenson, son of Stephanie & Brady 
    Swenson and grandson of Steve & Beth Ehlers 
 

+  Family and friends of Lois Dougan 
 

+  Warren Woerner, hospice care 
 

+  The Rev. Steve Plunkett, Pastor Paul’s former 
    Pastor, health issues 
 

+  The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving 
    hospice care 
 

+  Joan Eness 
 

+  Lee Butler 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Steve Adair 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 

Pledge Cards 
 

As the year draws to a close, we are wrapping up our 

Stewardship is ♥ Work campaign.  In order to plan the 

church budget for 2020, we are gently reminding you 

to submit your pledge, if you have not already done 

so.  Thank you for all that you are, for all that you do, 

and for the many ways in which you are able to give. 

2020 Pledges 
 

Those wishing to prepay 2020 pledges may do so by 
issuing a check dated and postmarked 

prior to December 31, 2019. 
 

Checks can be mailed prior to December 31st or may 
be brought to the church office 
before noon on January 6, 2020. 

 

Please note on your check the amount to be applied 
to your 2020 stewardship pledge and/or per capita 

pledge.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

I want to express my thanks for all your kindnesses 
that have been shown to me through letters, cards, 

and calls.  I also appreciate your concern for Warren.  
Please accept thanks from both of us. 

 

Mary and Warren Woerner 


