
 

 

PULSE  THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

Each year, about this time, I encourage you to embrace the season of Advent.  Usually, I encourage you 
to find moments of stillness and quiet as the frantic pace of the holiday season begins to ramp up, and we 
begin to feel stressed out by “the most wonderful time of the year.” 

You, no doubt, have heard dozens of times that Advent means “coming,” and that we are preparing our 
hearts for the coming of Christ.  All of that is certainly true, and just as important as it ever was. 

But Advent is also about understanding the world into which Christ is coming; it is about darkness being 
gradually overcome by light.  It is about understanding why there is darkness in the world; and it is about 
acknowledging where the source of light comes from; it is about reflecting that light in our own life, and in 
the life of this congregation. 

It is a good time to pay attention to, draw insight from, and be inspired by all the symbols, themes, music, 
and prayers of Advent.  So I encourage you to take Advent seriously, to be intentional about embracing the 
season.  Pay attention to the texts from the wisdom of Scripture, and listen to the words and music of the 
hymns.  Contemplate the meaning of lighting one more candle each week.  Reflect on what Advent says 
about our world, and even more, how Advent points us to the light that has come and is always coming.  
Allow the Season of Advent to prepare and equip you to be that light, perhaps by adopting some disciplines, 
or by engaging in service to others.  You may want to make use of some of the resources mentioned in this 
newsletter and create your own ritual of Advent. 

I also like to point out that the color of Advent is violet, the color of the sky just before the light of the 
rising sun dispels the darkness of night.  It is a hopeful reassurance that “the people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.”  (Isaiah 9:2) 
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Each week during Advent, we will be offering a single-
sheet daily Advent devotional, written by Jill Duffield, 
editor of Presbyterian Outlook.  For each day of the 
week, there is a Scripture reading, a brief reflection, 
and a short prayer.  It is a good way to start each day 
during Advent.  The devotional sheets are available 

on the table in the narthex. 

“We’ll Dress the House!” 
 

If you would like to help dress up the church for the 
seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, join us 

at 9:30 am on Saturday, Nov. 30. 

A Note from the Session 
 

The Session met October 24, 2019 in a 
Stated Meeting. 

 

Highlights include: 
 

1)  $1,500 in Session-designated Mission funds will 
be sent to Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank to assist with 

expenses for their move into the new addition. 
 

2)  Steeple Project has effectively started with the 
removal of trees by front entrance and in courtyard. 

 

3)  David Little reported on his attendance at the 
Presbytery’s annual Session Records Review, 

where the Presbytery’s Stated Clerk reviews our 
congregation’s records (Session Minutes and the 
Register - generally membership information) for 
content, for compliance with the Book of Order, 
and recommends, as appropriate, improvements 

to current practice. 
 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

Pledge Cards 
 

Our Stewardship Ministry Team does a great job 

each year planning our fiscal year.  It is a difficult task, 

and in order to make wise decisions, they need the 

most accurate information, so they know what can be 

expected in terms of congregational support.  You can 

help them tremendously by returning your pledge 

card promptly, if you have not already. 

“Watch for the Light” Advent Reflections 
 

On each Sunday in Advent, we will reflect on a reading 
from the book “Watch for the Light.” 

 

  December 1         December 15 
  “A Sky Full of Children”     “Bethlehem” 
     (-Nancy Nickerson)       (-Mark Young) 
 

  December 8         December 22 
  “Room for Christ”       “Genealogy & Grace” 
     (-Teri Elsbury)         (-Paul Collier) 
 

Join us at 9:30 am in the Meeting Place. 

Poinsettias 
 

  If you would like to decorate the 
  church sanctuary with a poinsettia 
  during this year’s Christmas season, 
  you may deliver your plant anytime 
  during church office hours (8:30 am 
  to 4:30 pm) on December 16 and 17. 

 

Please let the church office know by noon on 
Tuesday, December 17 if you are giving a poinsettia in 
honor or memory of a loved one, so the information 

can be included in the Christmas bulletin. 

2020 Pledges 
 

Those wishing to prepay 2020 pledges may do so by 
issuing a check dated and postmarked 

prior to December 31, 2019. 
 

Checks can be mailed prior to December 31st or may 
be brought to the church office 
before noon on January 6, 2020. 

 

Please note on your check the amount to be applied 
to your 2020 stewardship pledge and/or per capita 

pledge.  Thank you! 



 

 

IN THE EVENT OF POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS 
(please use your best judgement) 

 

WEEKDAYS 
if MC schools cancel/dismiss early, 

ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED! 
 

SUNDAYS 
check  -  KIMT | Facebook | discovernorthiowa.com 

Connect Youth 

Sundays @ 9:00 am 
 

Grab your popcorn and 
join us as we dive into 
some of our favorite 

Christmas movies. 
 

We’ll CONNECT clips from the movies with the  
meaning of the Advent season along with some fun 

(reindeer) games, too!  All 5th-9th graders welcome! 

Lighthouse Kids - Sundays @ 9:00 am 
 

We’ll take time during the Advent season to explore 
the theme of light and darkness in scriptures. 

 

Each week will include 
reading scripture,  

discussing questions,  
an activity (with lots of 
coloring), and a prayer. 

Advent Countdown Calendar 

 

This fun calendar will help your household 
 focus on faith practices this Advent season. 

 

Each day, pick a practice and color in one of  
the images.  You can choose to do one activity 
multiple times, or choose a new one each day. 

 

Calendars are available at no cost in the  
Friendship Room, so grab one for your home  

& give one as a gift to your friends and family. 

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday, December 22 

 

Everyone is invited to join us as we 
spread some cheer and go caroling. 

 

We’ll stop to visit some of our church 
members around town and sing our 

favorite Christmas carols. 
 

Let’s plan to gather in the Friendship 
Room where we’ll hand out carol                      
books and load up into vehicles. 

Uncluttered Book Group Wrap-Up 

Wednesday, December 4 @7:00 pm 
The Meeting Place 

 

We’ve had a great time over the past 
several weeks diving into Courtney 
Ellis’ book.  Not only did many of us 
find ways to unclutter our lives, but 
we’ve become more intentional and  

found purpose in our decisions. 
 

We’ll be wrapping up with a recap of the entire book 
and sharing our reflections on its impact. 

“That’s A Good Question” 

Wednesday, December 4 @ 6:00 pm 
 

Join us as dig into this years’ series  
“That’s a Good Question”.  

 
Each month after dinner we’ll be 

exploring a different question 
found in the Bible.  

 

This month’s question is  “How Long?” 
 

Dinner is @ 6:00 pm & there is always a  
seat for Everyone @ the Table! 

Fill The Stable - MISSION PROJECT 
 

To honor the Holy Family during Advent, help our 
church fill the stable with items to serve the needs of 
the youngest in our communities.  Just bring any of 
the following items to church and place them in the 
stable in the Friendship Room. 

 

CLOTHING 
Newborn - 5T clothing 

 

DIAPERS & WIPES 
Newborn - Size 5 

(larger sizes are in great need) 
 

BLANKETS 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
Wednesdays at 10:20 am 

 

Come join us in the Friendship Room 
as we look at the upcoming Sunday 

scripture.  We laugh, share, and learn 
about God working in us.  What a 

wonderful way to enjoy Bible study! 
 

December 4 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 11 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46-55 

James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

November / December Birthdays 
 

November 29     —     Greg Shirk 
November 30     —     Cal Dorenkamp 
November 30     —     Brian Jones 
 
December   6     —     Penny Anderson 
December   7     —     Rusty Davenport 
December   8     —     Adriana Attleson 
December 11     —     Paige Echelberger 
December 12     —     Suzanne Hofstrand 
December 13     —     Britney Davis 
December 13     —     Bill Jellema 
December 13     —     Carol Kelly 
December 15     —     Carol Foster 
December 21     —     Lynn Ullrich 
December 28     —     Kativa Weitzel 
December 29     —     Jerry McArthur 
December 30     —     Merritt Balmer 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+  Family and friends of Lois Dougan who died on 
    November 25 
 

+  Shirley Harmon 
 

+  Warren Woerner, hospice care 
 

+  The Rev. Steve Plunkett, Pastor Paul’s former 
    Pastor, health issues 
 

+  Joan Eness 
 

+  The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving 
     hospice care 
 

+  Lee Butler 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Steve Adair 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 

Mason City Community Christmas Dinner 
 

Everyone is invited to join for this year’s free 
Community Christmas Dinner, hosted by First 

Congregational Church, 100 1st St. NE, Mason City, on 
Wednesday, December 25, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.   

 

Volunteers are needed for a range of positions starting 
a few days before and for the Christmas Dinner on 
December 25.  To sign up and find out about the 

various volunteer areas, please call 641-423-0105.  
Monetary donations are also accepted. 



 

 

A Note from the Mission Ministry Team 
 

When buying your Christmas gifts, the 
Mission Ministry Team reminds you to 

shop from the Presbyterian Giving 
Catalog (displayed on the small table in 
the NW corner of the Friendship Room). 

 

Give the gifts that truly mirror the 
meaning of Christmas! 

“Santa for Seniors” 
 

Elderbridge Agency on Aging and Community Action in 
Cerro Gordo are partnering to bring some Christmas 
cheer to low-income senior citizens of Cerro Gordo 

County and are seeking community members to 
provide wrapped gifts for these seniors.  They have a 
wish list gathered from participating seniors and will 

be happy to share it with those who want to help. 
 

If you are interested in adopting a senior, you may 
contact Lori Brandt at North Iowa Community Action 
Organization at 641-423-7766 ext. 11 or email Lori at 

lbrandt@nicao-online.org. 

Christmas Greetings from 
Community Kitchen of North Iowa 

 

Community Kitchen of North Iowa will celebrate its 
38th Birthday when the calendar changes for January!  
Many great volunteers, past and present, have made 
our meals miracle possible for almost four decades.  

Their time, talent, and financial support have meant so 
much to the many men, women, and children who 
have so little.  Thank you for your service to others. 

 

Our hope for each of you is to have the most blessed 
Christmas holiday possible.  Your prayerful support 

and the generous contributions you make to the 
Community Kitchen each year are very important in 
our fight against hunger in North Iowa.  Thank You. 

God Bless You. 
 

Have a Wonderful Christmas & New Year! 
 

   Jessica Reith     Amanda Ragan 
   President,      Executive Director 
   Board of Directors 

Sharing Our Stories: One Iowa North 
 

On Monday, December 9, at 7:00 pm in our Fellowship 
Hall, we will have an important opportunity to become 

a better informed, more inclusive church family.  
Presenting will be Erika Breddin, an ordained minister 

in the United Church of Christ, currently serving as 
interim minister at the Congregational Church in 

Mason City. 
 

Join us to hear some of Erika’s story and how we can 
better be allies to and with the transgender and 

gender diverse community. 
 

Yvonne Addis 
One Iowa North Board 


