
 

 

PULSE  THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

If you have been by my office recently you may have noticed that my conference table has been 
commandeered.  And you may have been perplexed by the odd assortment of Legos and pipe-cleaner figures 
and drawings and pieces of felt and construction paper. 

This a project that the Confirmation class and Nate and I have been constructing for the past month or so.  
It is a way of telling what we call the One Story of the Bible, the narrative flow of the Bible from the creation 
story in Genesis through to the new creation dreamed of in the final book of the New Testament. 

Raiding the Church School supply closet, I gathered as many crafty-type elements as would fit on a small 
table.  And for each plot point, the confirmands were asked to use their imagination and creativity and draw 
or construct some kind of mnemonic devise to help them remember and connect the dots of the story.  The 
story is laid out in a track that curves in on itself, like the symbol for infinity, so that the story comes back 
around to the beginning, the new creation. 

It turned out to be a work of art, if I say so myself.  Some of the pieces are easily identifiable (the rainbow, 
the manger scene) and some are labeled.  Many will make no sense to a casual observer.  But taken together, 
they are a creative way of telling our story. 

After we complete the story, this work of art will be disassembled, so if you haven’t seen it yet, drop by 
sometime.  And then the next challenge will be to remember the story without the reminders. 

I have to say, I have grown fond of this odd display on my table, and I think I will miss it when it is gone.  

But like the pieces arranged to aid our memory, whenever I see those three brilliantly creative kids, I will 

remember another story.  The story of what a blessing it has been to know them and their families, and to 

walk with them through this time of faith discovery. 
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“An American Conscience: 
the Reinhold Niebuhr Story” 

 

Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971) is the author of what 
we know as “The Serenity Prayer.”  Yet Niebuhr’s 

impact was far greater, as presidents and civil rights 
leaders often turned to Niebuhr’s writings for guidance 
and inspiration on the most volatile political and social 
issues of the 20th century.  Some say he was the most 

influential American theologian in our time. 
 

On Sunday, November 17, we will view the 

documentary film “An American Conscience: the 

Reinhold Niebuhr Story” by the same filmmaker 

(Martin Doblmeier) who gave us “Bonhoeffer.”  The 

film reviews Niebuhr’s rise from a pastor of a small 

church in Detroit to a professor of ethics at Union 

Seminary in New York, author, and ultimately to 

become the nation’s moral voice during some of the 

most tumultuous crises of the 20th century.  It also 

includes interviews with contemporary leaders and 

thinkers who are still influenced by his writings.  This 

will be followed by a discussion on November 24. 

Join us in the Meeting Place at 9:00 am.   

Save the Date— 

Church Decoration on November 30 
 

The season of Advent is nearly upon us, and it is time 

to prepare.  On Saturday, November 30, 9:30am—

11:30am, we will decorate the church for Advent-

Christmas-Epiphany.   

Uncluttered Book Group  
Sundays—5 minutes after worship 

The Meeting Place 
 

We’re diving into Courtney Ellis’ book 
“Uncluttered” to sift through the 

busyness, mess, and stress to uncover 
the abundant life God offers. 

 

Each week we’ll gather to meet for 
20 minutes and discuss two chapters. 

 
11/17  —  HOSPITALITY / LISTENING & SPEAKING 

 

11/24  —  KIDS / GENEROSITY 

 

Friday, November 22 
8:00 pm - Midnight 

(5th - 9th grade) 
 

Grab your running shoes and friends for a night full of 
games and fellowship!  The theme for this LNGN is 
“Ping Pong Palooza,” so start practicing on your 
accuracy and teamwork because you’ll need it! 

 

There is no cost for LNGN, just bring a snack to share 
and we’ll provide the rest. 



 

 

November Birthdays 
 

November 15     —     Nancy Beenken 
November 17     —     Dan Kilborn 
November 20     —     Sarah Kress 
November 21     —     Mary Markwalter 
November 29     —     Greg Shirk 
November 30     —     Cal Dorenkamp 
November 30     —     Brian Jones 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
Wednesdays at 10:20 am 

 

Come join us in the Friendship Room 
as we look at the upcoming Sunday 

scripture.  We laugh, share, and learn 
about God working in us.  What a 

wonderful way to enjoy Bible study! 
 

November 20 
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46 

Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
 

November 27 
Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+  Linda Little, back surgery 
 

+  Warren Woerner, hospice care 
 

+  The Rev. Steve Plunkett, Pastor Paul’s former 
    Pastor, health issues 
 

+  Shari Murphy, niece of Kathy Jones 
 

+  Joan Eness 
 

+  John Seeck, Jim’s dad, recovering after heart 
    surgery 
 

+  The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving 
     hospice care 
 

+  Lee Butler 
 

+  Lois Dougan 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Steve Adair 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 
 

+  Brian Elliott The church office will be closed on Thursday, 
November 28. 



 

 


