
 

 

PULSE  THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

 Have you noticed a new wave of energy and enthusiasm moving through our church?  It is given a boost, of 
course, by a baptism and the addition of new members.  But I think there is more to it than that.  And I think 
it is a sign of a healthy and vital congregation. 
 Let me share a couple of things we discussed in our Inquirer Class. 
 First of all, we talked about how church membership is about more than just getting our name on the 
church roll.  Like any community, family, or organization, membership has to do with our participation and 
involvement in that community, and our relationship with other members.  I pointed out that the more you 
invest yourself in the life of this congregation, the more you get out of it, and the stronger and more vibrant 
our congregation becomes. 
 I also pointed out that, like many churches across denominations, our congregation is smaller than it used 
to be in terms of membership numbers.  But it is as strong and healthy as it has ever been in the things that 
matter most.  We genuinely love and care for each other.  And we are always looking for ways to spread that 
love and care with a wider community, through welcome and through service.  We give of ourselves and our 
resources quite generously.  We seek out opportunities to continue to grow in our faith. 
 Our Book of Order reminds us that membership in the church is a joy and privilege, but also brings an 
expectation of commitment and involvement.  And what we are called to be committed to and involved in is 
no less than the ministry of Christ to welcome the stranger, to proclaim God’s love, and to participate in 
God’s grace. 
 I encourage you to seek opportunities to deepen your own involvement in the life of this congregation, and 

invest more of yourself in this community of faith.  And one of the easiest ways of doing that is to simply be 

present, to gather often with your church family and catch some of that energy and enthusiasm. 
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Welcome to our Newest Members 
 

We welcome the members and their families that 
were received and welcomed into our congregation 

this past week: 
 

Charlene Gooch 
Betsy Gross 

David Hinton 
Jane Jenkins 

Brandon, Jessica, Emma, & Jaxen Krusey 
Lindsey and Lydia Swartwood 

Brenda, Brett, & Amber Winter 
Mark, Lorrie, Daisy, and Bostyn Young. 

 

Look for their picture in the Friendship Room, and, if 

you haven’t already, please give them your personal 

welcome.  They are a blessing to our congregation! 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
Wednesdays at 10:20 am 

 

Come join us in the Friendship Room 
as we look at the upcoming Sunday 

scripture.  We laugh, share, and learn 
about God working in us.  What a 

wonderful way to enjoy Bible study! 
 

October 9 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Psalm 111 

2 Timothy 2: 8-15; Luke 17:11-19 
 

October 16 
Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 121 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+  Joan Eness, hospitalized 
 

+  Margie Schmidt 
 

+  John Seeck, Jim’s dad, recovering after heart 
    surgery 
 

+  The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving 
     hospice care 
 

+  Penny Anderson 
 

+  Lee Butler 
 

+  Lois Dougan 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Steve Adair 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 
 

+  Brian Elliott 

A Note from the Session 
 

The Session met August 22, 2019 in a Stated Meeting. 
 

Highlights include: 
 

1)  Approved the Sacrament of Baptism for 
Emerson Weitzel, daughter of Kativa & Zach Weitzel. 

 

2)  Appointed Suzanne Hofstrand and Paula 
Warren for one-year terms as Session 
representatives to the Special Needs 

and Endowment Ministry Team. 
 

3)  Approved lease for a new copier for the 
church office. 

 

4)  Added two annual weed treatments to the 
mowing contract. 

 
David Little, Clerk of Session 

 

 

 

 
 

Merritt & Virginia Balmer were recently recognized 
at the MercyOne North Iowa Dinner for Volunteers.  

Merritt has 20+ and Virginia has 30+ years of 
generously giving their time and energy to 

the hospital. 
 

Thank you for caring and sharing! 



 

 

October Birthdays 
 

October   4       —  Paul Hertzel 
October   7       —  Diane Trimble 
October 11       —  Laura Little 
October 15       —  Heather Hertzel 
October 16       —  Lisa Mayberry 
October 17       —  Kyra Shirk 
October 19       —  Karl Laudner 
October 19       —  Amy Mahaffey 
October 27       —  Dick Smith 
October 27       —  Jill Tifuh 

“The Providers” Documentary 

October 6 & 13 - Watching the film 
October 20 - Chris Ruge 

 

Does your zip code determine your life? 
 

“The Providers” gives a very human 
face to the physician shortage and 
opioid epidemic in rural America, 

following 3 healthcare professionals 
who are doing everything they can to 

make a difference in northern New 
Mexico at El Centro, a group of safety
-net clinics that offer care to  anyone 

who walks through the doors. 
 

Amidst personal struggles that reflect those of their 
patients, the journeys of the providers unfold as they 
work to reach those who would otherwise be left out 

of the healthcare system. 
 

With intimate access, the film shows the  
transformative power of providers’ relationships  
with marginalized patients, as physicians try to  
make a difference against overwhelming odds. 

Uncluttered Book Group  
 

Too much stuff.  Too many activities.  Too much stress.  
 

Does this sound like you?  Well we’re 
starting up a book group you might be 
interested in.  During this coming year 

we’ll be diving into Courtney Ellis’ 
book “Uncluttered” to sift through the 
busyness, mess, and stress to uncover 

the abundant life God offers. 
 

We’ll kick off our group after worship  
on October 13 in the Meeting Place. 

“That’s A Good Question” 

Wednesday, October 2 @ 6:00 pm 
 

Let’s dig into this years’ series  
“That’s a Good Question”.  

 

Each month after dinner we’ll be 
exploring a different question found 

in the Bible.  
 

This month’s interesting question is 
“Who told you, you were naked?” 

 

Dinner is @ 6:00 pm and there is always a  
seat for Everyone @ the Table! 

Lakeshore Center - Fall Work Day  
Saturday, October 12th  (9:00 am-4:00 pm) 

 

Grab your work gloves, rakes and hammers as we 
head up to Okoboji for the annual Fall Work Day. 

 

There are jobs for all ages, 
such as cleaning cabins,  

trimming trees, chopping 
wood, removing fallen trees, 

cleaning up the beach and 
picking up sticks. 

 

A continental breakfast and lunch will  
be served for a free will donation. 



 

 


