
 

 

PULSE  THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

 Autumn. 
 A season described by John Keats as the “season of mists and mellow fruitfulness.”  Is there anything more grand 
than the golden light of the early morning sun caught and reflected in the remaining yellow leaves of a maple tree? 
 It is a time of year that calls to mind a kind of melancholy beauty that is found in the aging and in the passing of 
things.  Lacrimae rerum, as Virgil writes in the Aeneid, “the tears of things.”  But it is also a time when seeds that have 
been planted earlier in spring, and have sprouted and flourished in the summer sun, now are producing a bountiful 
harvest.  For all the things we lament in the passing of time, we also are grateful for what has blossomed and grown 
and continues to feed us.  As the prophet Jeremiah writes:  “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, God’s mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is God’s faithfulness.”  (Lamentations 3: 22-23) 
 I share with you a favorite autumnal prayer by Michael Leunig. 
 

Autumn. 
We give thanks for the harvest of the heart's work; 
Seeds of faith planted with faith; 
Love nurtured by love; 
Courage strengthened by courage. 
We give thanks for the fruits of the struggling soul, 
The bitter and the sweet; 
For that which has grown in adversity 
And for that which has flourished in warmth and grace; 
For the radiance of the spirit in autumn 
And for that which must now fade and die, 
We are blessed and give thanks. 
Amen. 
 

 And finally, Claudia and I are grateful for all the cards and thoughtful expressions of love and support and 
encouragement we have received these past weeks.  Thank you. 
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All Saints Sunday 
 

This Sunday, November 3, we will commemorate and 
give thanks for the lives and witness of the saints who 

have departed our world and have joined the great 
cloud of witnesses that have come before us.  We will 
remember all the members of our congregation who 

have died in the past year.  And with some special new 
music, the Joyful Ringers will remember the many 

years of dedicated service to the music ministry of this 
congregation from Donna DePrenger. 

Rummage Sale Blessings 
 

The treasures generously donated filled Fellowship 
Hall!  There are too many people to list, but we want 
to give a heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped 

set up, sort and work during the sale. 
 

Our blessing is not the $795.13 that we profited.  Our 
blessing is the smile on a child’s face as he picked out a 
stuffed animal.  Our blessing is the face of gratitude of 

a couple who were Christmas shopping for their 5 
children, when we gave (yes, gave, not sold) all the 
games and clothes they had chosen to them.  Our 

blessing is the stories we heard from total strangers 
about how the kindness of this church had an impact 

on their lives.  Our blessing is hearing what a beautiful 
church this is.  Our blessing is having fun as a church 

family. 
 

Thank you for your enthusiasm of donating and 
working to make our Rummage Sale a success 

and a blessing. 
 

The Events to Celebrate Team A Note from the Session 
 

The Session met September 26, 2019 in a 
Stated Meeting. 

 

Highlights include: 
 

1)  Session approval of the following for 
membership: 

 

Mark & Lorrie Young 
Elizabeth Gross 

Jane Jenkins 
Brenda Winter and Brett Winter 

Lindsey Swartwood 
Charlene Gooch 

Brandon & Jessica Krusey 
David Hinton 

 

2)  Met with Laura Little, new Financial Secretary, 
to discuss financial statements and 

various accounts. 
 

3)  Discussed the need for fundraising policy to 
guide the many Ministry Teams. 

 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

Bell Ringers Needed! 
 

If you are interested in being a Salvation Army bell 
ringer this holiday, you can sign up directly at 

 

registertoring.com. 
   

The earlier you register, the better your location and 
time selection.  Bell ringing dates begin November 15 
through December 24 from 10 am until 8 pm, with the 

exception of Thanksgiving Day and Sundays. 

 
 
 

Thank you for the notes, calls, visits, and prayers that 
I have received from the congregation since my move 

to Homestead Assisted Living.  I appreciate your 
kindness and thoughtfulness very much. 

 

Kay Sloan 



 

 

Uncluttered Book Group  
Sundays—5 minutes after worship 

The Meeting Place 
 

We’re diving into Courtney Ellis’ book 
“Uncluttered” to sift through the 

busyness, mess, and stress to uncover 
the abundant life God offers. 

 

Each week we’ll gather to meet for 
20 minutes and discuss two chapters. 

 
11/3  —  TECHNOLOGY / SCHEDULE 

 

11/10  —  SIMPLICITY / SABBATH 

“That’s A Good Question” 

Wednesday, November 6 @ 6:00 pm 
 

Join us as we dig into this years’ series  
“That’s a Good Question”. 

 

Each month after dinner we’ll be 
exploring a different question found 

in the Bible. 
 

This month’s question is 
“Am I My Brother’s/Sister’s Keeper?” 

 

Dinner is @ 6:00 pm and there is always a  
seat for Everyone @ the Table! 

 

Friday, November 22 
8:00 pm - Midnight 

(5th - 9th grade) 
 

Bring your running shoes as we pack as many games 
into 4 hours as possible!  This event is open to all 

5th - 9th grade students; the only cost is a snack to 
share with everyone. 



 

 

November Birthdays 
 

November   1     —     Huxton Weitzel 
November   3     —     Christina Jellema 
November   4     —     Deb Hudson 
November   8     —     Fred Wendt 
November   9     —     Jacob Ullrich 
November 10     —     Agnes Esung 
November 10     —     Mike Ostrander 
November 15     —     Nancy Beenken 
November 17     —     Dan Kilborn 
November 20     —     Sarah Kress 
November 21     —     Mary Markwalter 
November 29     —     Greg Shirk 
November 30     —     Cal Dorenkamp 
November 30     —     Brian Jones 

Handbell Concert 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is hosting a Handbell Festival 
on Saturday, November 9, 2019. 

 

Handbell choirs from the area will gather in the 
morning to participate in classes and rehearsals, 
culminating in a free concert held at 3:00 pm in 

Trinity’s sanctuary; Trinity Lutheran Church is located 
at 213 North Pennsylvania Avenue, Mason City. 

 

Participating handbell choirs include: 
 

First United Methodist Church 
First Presbyterian Church 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

The Ringtones from Mason City. 
 

Guest conductor Susan Schaefer will direct the mass 
bell choir.  The concert is free and open to the public. 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
Wednesdays at 10:20 am 

 

Come join us in the Friendship Room 
as we look at the upcoming Sunday 

scripture.  We laugh, share, and learn 
about God working in us.  What a 

wonderful way to enjoy Bible study! 
 

November 6 
Job 19:23-27a; Psalm 17:1-9 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 
 

November 13 
Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+  Shari Murphy, niece of Kathy Jones 
 

+  Joan Eness, recovering at IOOF 
 

+  John Seeck, Jim’s dad, recovering after heart 
    surgery 
 

+  The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving 
     hospice care 
 

+  Penny Anderson 
 

+  Lee Butler 
 

+  Lois Dougan 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Steve Adair 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 
 

+  Brian Elliott 

Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, 
November 3!  Don’t forget to move your 

clock back 1 hour! 


