
 

 

PULSE  THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

 One of the Scripture texts we will read on October 20 comes from the prophet Isaiah, who encourages us to look 
forward to whatever new path God is opening up for us.  “Do not remember the former things, or consider things of 
old.  I am about to do a new thing.”  (Isaiah 43: 18-19) 
 And yet, I have to admit that I’ve been in something of a nostalgic mood for the past few weeks.  Partly, because I 
have been thinking about the life of my father, as he comes to the end of his days.  When I was out to see him in early 
September, we had some long, uninterrupted conversations about our life together, his ministry, all the places we’ve 
lived, all the people we have been blessed to know.  We shared our laughter and tears and memories.  We 
remembered some former things and considered some things of old.  And it was good.  Even the hard and difficult parts 
we came through as a family, the hardships we suffered, the small regrets we could name—all taken together it is part 
of one great blessing.  The blessing of being alive, being part of a loving family, being a small part of God’s mission in 
this world. 
 And then, I have also been thinking back across the years of my own ministry, as the 20th anniversary of my 
ordination as a Minister of Word and Sacrament approaches on Oct. 31.  Yes, I was ordained on Halloween.  I’ll leave it 
to others to decide whether it was a “trick” or a “treat.”  I have especially been remembering the three congregations 
where I have served, the pastors and colleagues who have been role models, and especially the numerous people who 
have been mentors, who have shaped me into the person and pastor I have become. 
 I have often said that in my formative years (which took longer than average for me) I could not have imagined in my 
wildest dreams that I would become a pastor in a Presbyterian church.  And this Texan could not have imagined, some 
20 years ago, that responding to a call to ordained ministry would take me first to Minnesota and then here to Mason 
City, Iowa.   But finding myself here, I cannot imagine being anywhere else in the world; I cannot imagine doing 
anything more fulfilling than serving as your pastor. 
 Isaiah is right.  We can’t shape our lives by looking back to the former things.  God is a forward-moving, forward-

leading God.  But the biblical witness also calls us to remember and be grateful.  As much as I look forward to discerning 

what new thing God has in store for this congregation, I am grateful to God for the life I have been given up to this 

point. 
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Survey Sunday 
 

This Sunday, October 20, we will take about 

20 minutes during worship to complete a survey 

which will provide us a “snapshot” of our congregation.  

The information from this survey will be used in the 

coming two years as we gather in small groups and 

congregational meetings to plan for transition and 

discern where God is leading us next.  The survey  

will be available only to those present for worship 

on this one Sunday. 

 

 

 

 
 

Dolly Hanna was recently recognized 
at the MercyOne North Iowa Volunteer Recognition 

Banquet.  Dolly has 25+ years and 5,500 hours of 
generously giving her time and energy to 

the hospital. 
 

Thank you Dolly for sharing your gifts! 

A Note from the  
Stewardship Ministry Team 

 

Thank you for being active and faithful members of 
our church community.  By giving to First Presbyterian 
in so many ways, you’re showing that our church has a 

meaningful place in your heart. 
 

We appreciate your generosity, your time and your 
ongoing commitment to our church mission programs, 

projects and budget. 
 

You make a wonderful difference in the life and 
outreach of our church family and we are grateful 

for you! 
 

Your Stewardship Team 

Chris Ruge, Guest Speaker 
 

On Sunday, October 20, we will welcome Chris Ruge.  
Chris is one of the “providers” in the film “The 

Providers” which we have been watching this month.  
The film follows three healthcare 

professionals who treat the 
underserved rural population of 
northern New Mexico through  

El Centro clinics, a group of safety-
net clinics that offer care to 

anyone who walks through the 
door regardless of ability to pay.  

Chris serves as a nurse-
practitioner in the ECHO 

(Extension for Community 
Healthcare Outcomes) program, travelling throughout 
the area, seeing patients in their home settings, and 
keeping them connected to the health services they 

need.  Chris is also Nate Ruge’s uncle. 
 

Please join us at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall, hear 

more of Chris Ruge’s experiences, and join in the 

conversation about the needs of rural healthcare. 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
Wednesdays at 10:20 am 

 

Come join us in the Friendship Room 
as we look at the upcoming Sunday 

scripture.  We laugh, share, and learn 
about God working in us.  What a 

wonderful way to enjoy Bible study! 
 

October 23 
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22; Psalm 84:1-7 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

 

October 30 
Isaiah 1:10-18; Psalm 32:1-7 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+  Shari Murphy, niece of Kathy Jones 
 

+  Joan Eness, recovering at IOOF 
 

+  John Seeck, Jim’s dad, recovering after heart 
    surgery 
 

+  The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving 
     hospice care 
 

+  Penny Anderson 
 

+  Lee Butler 
 

+  Lois Dougan 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Steve Adair 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 
 

+  Brian Elliott 

October Birthdays 
 

October 15       —  Heather Hertzel 
October 16       —  Lisa Mayberry 
October 17       —  Kyra Shirk 
October 19       —  Karl Laudner 
October 19       —  Amy Mahaffey 
October 27       —  Dick Smith 
October 27       —  Jill Tifuh 

Uncluttered Book Group  
Sundays—5 minutes after worship 

The Meeting Place 
 

Too much stuff.  Too many activities.  
Too much stress.  

 

Does this sound like you?  Well, we’re 
starting up a book group you might be 
interested in.  During this coming year 

we’ll be diving into Courtney Ellis’ 
book “Uncluttered” to sift through the 
busyness, mess, and stress to uncover 

the abundant life God offers. 
 

Each week we’ll meet and discuss two chapters. 
The schedule can be found in the Friendship Room. 

“That’s A Good Question” 

Wednesday, November 6 @ 6:00 pm 
 

Join us as we dig into this years’ series  
“That’s a Good Question”. 

 

Each month after dinner we’ll be 
exploring a different question found 

in the Bible. 
 

This month’s question is 
“Am I My Brother’s Keeper?” 

 

Dinner is @ 6:00 pm and there is always a  
seat for Everyone @ the Table! 

Sunday, October 27 

Fellowship Hall @ 9:00am 

Lighthouse Kids & Connect Youth 



 

 


