
 

 

PULSE  THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

 Last November I announced to the Session my plans to conclude my time at First Presbyterian as your 
pastor by the end of 2021.  And in a letter to the congregation, I gave a broad outline of what I hope to 
accomplish in my remaining time here.  Next year, I would like us to take some time to look in the mirror and 
get a better understanding of who we are now as a congregation.  Then in 2021, I would like us to look out 
the window, and to think more in terms of the near future and where we see God leading us next. 
 To help give us some conversation material, I will ask you to complete a survey after worship on Sunday, 
October 20.  We will set aside about 20 minutes, pass out the survey, complete it in the pews, and return it 
before the benediction.  Your responses will be completely anonymous; other than gender and age, there will 
be no identifying questions.  I will ask you to be honest and candid, thoughtful and prayerful in your 
responses. 
 This is not a scientific, data-gathering kind of survey; more like an informal snapshot.  But it will provide us 
with some information about who we are and what we value that we can use as helpful conversation-starters 
in the next couple of years. 
 Your honest, thoughtful, prayerful input is vital to the effectiveness of this survey, so I hope you will make 
every effort to be in worship on October 20.  And to answer your question—no, you cannot take it at another 
time and send it back in.  It is the nature of surveys of this type that they need to be completed by those who 
are in attendance on that one day. 
 Our church is strong and healthy; we will build on our strengths as we move through this extended time of 

transition.  God has great things in store for this congregation; we will position ourselves to catch that vision 

and grow into God’s open future. 
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KIDS CLASSES ARE BACK! 

Lighthouse Kids & Connect Youth 
 

SUSAN ARMSTRONG:  “BEING PRESENT” 

September 22 at 9:00 am  (The Meeting Place) 
 

STEEPLECHASE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Off to a great start!  (See page 4 for more information) 
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A Note from the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Team 

 

A prayer shawl has been mailed to Pastor Paul’s father 
in Oregon.  Rev. Jack Collier is receiving hospice 

services in his home and Pastor Paul was recently able 
to visit his parents. 

 
All the prayers for Rev. Jack Collier are very much 
appreciated.  If you would like to send him a card, 

below is his address: 
 

       Rev. Paul Collier  (wife Gloria) 
       240 SW 2nd St. 
       Prineville, OR  97754 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
Wednesdays at 10:20 am 

 

Come join us in the Friendship Room 
as we look at the upcoming Sunday 

scripture.  We laugh, share, and learn 
about God working in us.  What a 

wonderful way to enjoy Bible study! 
 

September 18 
Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113 

1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 
 

September 25 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 146 

1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 
 

October 2 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Psalm 37:1-9 

2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+  Family and friends of Nancy Douglas, mother of 
    Sue Feltman, who passed away on September 9 
 

+  Margie Schmidt 
 

+  John Seeck, Jim’s dad, recovering after heart 
     surgery 
 

+  The Rev. Jack Collier, Pastor Paul’s dad, receiving 
     hospice care 
 

+  Penny Anderson 
 

+  Lee Butler 
 

+  Lois Dougan 
 

+  Shirley Dean 
 

+  Steve Adair 
 

+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 
 

+  Brian Elliott 

Thank You for Your Donation! 
 

The Mission Ministry Team received a thank you 
from the Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank that we  

want to share.  The write, 
 

“Thank you for your generous donations in the sum 
of $307 and the food donations.  Your gifts make 
a difference.  Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank was 

inducted into the Food Bank of Iowa Hall of Fame 
in 2017, in recognition of significant contribution 

to the fight against hunger.  The Food Bank is 100% 
volunteer staffed.  22,990 individuals were served, 

providing 267,480 meals during the year.” 
 

Thank you congregation members for your generous 
support of this mission! 

Humane Society of North Iowa Fall Festival 
 

The Humane Society of North Iowa will hold their 20th 
annual Fall Festival fundraiser on Sunday, September 
22nd, from 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm at the National Guard 

Armory in Mason City.  The event includes a silent 
auction, bake sale, concession stand, kids’ activities 

and much more!  Adoptable animals from the shelter 
will also be on site.  All proceeds benefit the Humane 

Society of North Iowa.  Admission is free! 



 

 

2019 Fall Kickoff Bonfire 

Kids Classes Are Back! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lighthouse Kids - Sundays @ 9:00 am  
(Preschool - 4th grade)  

 

Come upstairs and join us! We’ll share, sing, create 
and learn about how to shine God’s love in the world. 

 
 
 
 
 

Connect Youth - Sundays @ 9:00 am  
(5th - 12th grade) 

 

Our youth will be exploring their identities through 
small groups, creative games, crazy events, drama, 

and service projects throughout the year. 
 

This year we’ll be playing Truth AND Dare  
as we take on some of Jesus’s challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation - Wednesdays @ 4:30 pm 

(7th - 8th grade) 
 

Confirmation is our 2-year program that provides  
an opportunity for students to grasp what they  

believe about their faith. Classes cover a variety of  
topics for discussion, as well as service projects and  

observing worship in several different churches. 

September / October Birthdays 
 

September 19  —  Emerson Weitzel 
September 22  —  Dolly Hanna 
September 22  —  Theo Swanson 
September 22  —  Tim Swanson 
September 23  —  Bob Elsbury 
September 23  —  Scott Warren 
September 24  —  Jerry Stephens 
September 25  —  Mila Ruge 
 

October   4       —  Paul Hertzel 
October   7       —  Diane Trimble 
October 11       —  Laura Little 
October 15       —  Heather Hertzel 
October 16       —  Lisa Mayberry 
October 17       —  Kyra Shirk 
October 19       —  Karl Laudner 
October 19       —  Amy Mahaffey 
October 27       —  Dick Smith 
October 27       —  Jill Tifuh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being Present: The Convergence of Beauty, 
Technology & Gratitude 

September 22 @ 9:00 am  —  The Meeting Place 
 

We welcome Susan Armstrong, a Mason City therapist 
at Inner Healing & Guidance.  Susan's focus is 

mindfulness, and she will use short videos on her topic 
of “being present” and lead us in conversation. 



 

 


